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Hon. G. Fraser: If they can do it in the
country districts, why not in the metropoli-
tan area?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The multitude
of affidavits are made in populous centres
like Perth, Fremantle, Kalgoorlie, Nor-
tham, York, etc., where there are prac-
tising solicitors. In all those lplaces
are to be found men earolled by the
courts as commissioners for taking affi-
davits. When affidavits taken by them come
before the courts, they can be verified as
to the signatures of the commissioners. If
the door were opened to all justices of the
peace to take affidavits-that is a very bad
provision in the Federal Act-there would
be no definite record of signatures. Where
has anyone fac-similes of the signatures of
all the justices of the peace in the State?
Ac.'ordingly, how is the signature of a jus-
tice of the peace to be verified before the
courtsf Sometimes affidavits are of the
greatest importance. We shall be wvrongly
advised if we open the door- too wide. We
may open it to the perpetration of some
fraud. The courts should exercise a wise
detcrmination in regard to these matter't I
im seeking to preserve as far as possible
by the Bill a safeguard, not for the pur-
pose of helping the profession but of heip-
ing the public. That is the difference. Tbo
6: 1 has not been introduced from any such
unworthy motive as has been suggested.

lHon. A. Lovekin: That was only bat-s.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I will take it as
banter. The Bill has been introduced witis
a worthy object-to help the public in re-
mote places, to assist them in their difli-
enilties, ad to save what I can only regard
as needless expense. I hope the House wili
agree to the second reading. In order to
nieet Mr. Lovekin's wishes I will postpovn
the Committee stage until Tuesday next.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No. Go on now. I
have an amendment ready.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Meantime I wish
to consider the matter Mr. Lovekin has
brought up. He has only mentioned it to
mne this evening. rn the circumstances I
-would rather defer the consideration of the
Bill in Committee.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I propose to insert the
Federal section.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: I shall take time
to consider that matter; I have not had

the opportunity of doing so yet. In the
meantime I hope the second reading will
be carried.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 9.5 p.m.
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The SPEAKCER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-TRAFFIC ACT,
LICENSES.

Mr. H. W. MANN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the number of the fol-
lowing veicles licensed at the 80th June,
1.930: (a) Commercial motor vehicles, in-
cluding motor vehicles licensed for the car-
riage of passengers for hire or reward; (b)
other motor vehicles; (c) horse-drawn
vehicles; (d) all other vehicles? 2, (a)
What was the revenue received from each
of the foregoing classes of vehicles during
the last finaincial year, and (b) how was
that revenue disbursed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The information desired has been laid on the
Table of the House.
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QUESTION-MLINING, WORKMEN' S
INSPECTOR.

Mfr. MARSHALL asked the M1inister for
'Mines: 1, Is it a fact that the workmen's
inspector situated at Meekatharra and
elected to inspect the mines at Wiluna and
Meekatharra was appointed only for 12
months in lieu of the usual ternm of two
years? 2, If so, wNill he give the reason or
reasons for the alteration in the duration
of the appointment?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes 2, Consideration is to be given to
the whole question of work-men's inspectors
of mines; during this period.

QUESTION-GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE.

2Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention heen drawn to the report
in the daily newspapers of a telegram from
London which states: "Tasmania's decision
to ask the Dominion Office to defer the ap-
pointment of a successor to Sir James
O'Grady and to carry on with a Lieutenant
Governor has not caused surprise here"? 2,
If so, is it his intention to follow this prac-
tical method of economy?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, All
possible economies are being considered.

QUESTION-UNIFORMS. MANUFAC-
TURING CONTRACT.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Premier: 1,
Which firm has the contract for the manu-
facture of Government uniforms%? 2, Is it
a fact that the finn has recently been fined
for late delivery of the uniforms? .3, Is the
Minister aware that this firm has been work-
ing part time during recent months? 4, If

owill he have inquiries made to ascertain
why the firm was working part time, and
why it was late with the delivery of Govern-
mneat eontracts? 5, What action is it pro-
posed to take if this is found to be true? 6,
Is the managing- director of the firm also
chairman of the Chamber of Commerce?

The PREMIER replied: 1, M1. Rosen and
National Clothing Manufacturing Co. 2,
No, but both firms have paid damages under
the terms of their contracts. 3, No. 4,
,Answered by 3. 5, 'None. 6, Yes-of one
of them.

QUESTION-STATE BRICKWORLKS.

M1r. ANGELO (for Mr. 31icLafly) asked
the Minister for Works: 1., What was tl~e
date of the temporary closing of the State
Brickworks at Byford? 2, WVhat was the
number of bricks stacked when the works
were closed? 3, What is the number of
bricks, at present stacked at B1yford? 4,
floes the sale of bricks fronm time date of the
temporary closing of the works give any
indication as to when the works arc likely
to be reopened?'

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS replied:
1, 19th September, 1930. 2, Bricks stacked
in the yard, 1,025,310; bricks in the kiln,
543,386. 3, In the stack, 919,236;, sale-
able bricks in the kiln, 421,700. 4, No.

QUESTION-' BETTING TICKETS,"
REVENUE.

M1r. H. W. MANN asked the Premier:
What amount was received by the Treasury
for the year ended 3thi June last for (lie

sale of betting tickets, at one-haflp.enny and
twopence q

The PREMIER replied: At 1/2d., £C1,657
5s. 10(d.; at 2d., £4,020 3s. 4d.

QUESTION-KANGAROO SKINS,
ROYALTY.

Mr% MARSHALL (without niotie) asked
the Chief Secretary: Has anything been
done to give effect to the mnotion that was
carried in this Chiamber two weeks ago with
regard to the abolition of the royvalty on
kangaroo skins?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
N'otling has been done bythe Fisheries, De-
partment.

Mr. Marshal!: I was speaking of kan-
garoos.

MOTION-GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir James
Mitehell-Northan4 [4.38]: 1 move-

That ni and after Wedinesday, the 29)th
0 rt oher, Ciovern nimt bLit ioss talci- preeedemee
ofl all motions amid orders of the day on
Wednesdays as well as all other days.
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This is the usual motion moved at this time
of year. I may add that private members'
business will receive Consideration, as has
always been the case.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.39]:
The motion is not quite the usual one. in
the past we have had every Wednesday at
the beginning of the session set aside for
private members' business, and this has
lasted for a couple of months. It has then
been reduced to every alternate Wednes-
day.

The Premier: Not for a ]lng time.
Ron. P. COLLIER: That has been te

prae~iee. This motion cuts out private mem-
bers' business altogether.

The Premier: We always have made
room for private members' buisiness.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I shall be quite sat-
isfied if the Premier wvill give anl under-
taikiing that; not onl 'y private members'
business now onl the notice paper, but any-
thing which may come forward between now
end the end of the session, the House will
have anl opportunity to discuss.

The Premier: I readily giveF that asur-
ance.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Land Tax and Income 'Tax.

2, Parliamentary Allowance-, Amendment.
Transmitttcd to the Council.

BILL-EGG MARKETING.

Second Reuding.-Defeated.

Debate resumied from the 15th October.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [4.43] : I feel
impelled to make a few remarks in oppo-
uition to the Bill, seeing that in the past
I have opposed a measure which was more
or less a twin to this one, namely that
which dealt with the dried fruits industry.
The latter 'measure was originally intro-
dnced by the menmber for Mt. Magnet (Ron.
MI. F. Tooy) who was then Minister for
Agiculture. When doing so, he offered his
humble apologies.

Ron. 1[. F. Tray: Humble!
%ir. Sampson: The Act has thorouglily

justified itself.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The humi-

ility was made apparent to me. The nmeni-
her for Guildford-Midland (Ron. WV. D.
Johnson), however. very strongly objected
to the member for Mt. Magnet apologising
for introducing the Bill, because, he said,
"This is a fine specimen of socialistic legis-
lation." He went on to say, "As the then
Minister for Agrieulture was a member of
a socialistic Government, it was wrong for
him to apologise for introducing a piece of
socialistic legislation." I do not think any
other meniber of the House agreed with the
member for Guildford-M1idland that the
dried fruits measure was of a socialistic
character. Those who thought about it and
Cared to put a label upon it wvould have
said it 'yas a particularly interesting piece
of syndienlistie legislation, certainly not
socialistic.

Mr. Sampson: And strongly flavoured
with commonsense.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That may
or may not be so. I doubt very much
whether many members agreed with the
member for Ouildford-Midland wheni be said
that the previous Government was a social-
istic Government, in spite of the red objec-
tive of the A.L.P. Now wve come to this
new favourite of the holl. member. I can-
not help remembering the times in this
Rouse when lie fulminated, or railed against
combinations for the fixilng of prices. He
told the House that their Continuance wvas
inimical to the good of the public, and
5hould be dealt with whenever possible. In
tact, lie supported the former Government
iil introducing a piece of legislation which
was designed to break up price-fixing coja-
hinations. Now we have the hon. member
bringing before the 1-ouse a measure that

ispcially designed to compel a certain
section of the community to join in a price-
fixing combination to put up prices Be
against the consumer.

lion. W. D. Johnson: No.
rfhe ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say, yes.

I call upon every memuber of the House
who is opposed to price-fixing combinations
and who desires to keep the cost of living
down, to join with me in defeating the Bill,
particularly at this critical time in the his-
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tory of the State, when wre desire strongly
to see the cost of living as low as possible.
When the Bill was first mooted, as the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D.
Johnson) told the House, overtures were
made to the Government and to individual
members of the Ministry to introduce the
measure. The first complaint was that the
local egg-producer was finding it almost imn-
possibie to carry on against South Austra-
lian competition. , It was said that the South
Australians were putting eggs on our mar-
I-ct an&. cutting the local producers out. One
.naturally asked why South Australians
could produce eggs cheaper than West Aus-
tralians did, and the answer made to me
was that in South Australia eggs were pro-
duced as a side line on the farm, whereas
in Western Australia they were produced
on poultry farms. The obvious answer to
that reply, if it could be deemed worthy of
an answer, was that if it were cheaper to
produce eggs on a farm as a side line, it
was absurd to produce them on a poultry
farm. Surely no one would imagine it was
cheaper to produce en article in small quan-
tities, than to produce the same article in
large quantities under a system of
scientific organisation. During the course
of the debate on the 13111, it has gradually
leaked out that this measure is merely a link
in the chain that is to embrace the whole of
Australia. We have gleaned the informa-
tion that -the ambition of the father of the
Bill is to get similar measures passed in the
other States of Australia, and thus they will
be able entirely to control the Australian
egg market.

MAr. Sampson: For the export of eggs.
The ATTORNEY GENTERAL: No, to

control the Australian market. The great ob-
jection I have to price-fixing combinations
is that the price fixed has to ha high enough
to enable the least efficient in an industry
to earn a living. It prevents -the natural
operation of events that tend to elimninate
the dud. That is the scheme that the member
for Guildford-Mfidland has fathered in this
Rouse. It will enable the least efficient of
producers of eggs in Western Australia,
when the chain is complete, to make a
living, however small, lazy and inefficient he
may be. It -would be bad enough if the
hon. member sought to embrace mnerely eggs
for consumption in 'Western Australia, but
we have been told by the member for Guild-

ford-M3idland that there are the rosiest pros-
pects for an extended export trade, that we
have more than reached production sufficient
to supply local needs, and that we already
have a large quantity of eggs available for
export, a quantity that is likely to be larger
each year. This scheme has been based on
a proposal that losses made on the export
tr-ade are to be added to the price charged
to local consumers. That means that the
bigger the export trade, the greater will be
the aggregate losses and, consequently, the
bigger the price that will have to be paid
by the local consumer. The end to that will
he only when the limit is reached, which will
be attained when eggs are so high in price
that the richest people alone will be able
to afford to eat them. T have received a
letter dealing with this subject that I pro-
pose to read to hon. members.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: Is that from 11r.
Shaw?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, and
I will ask the House to bear with me while
I read portion of the letter. I cannot vouch
for the figures quoted by the writer, but I
know 11r. Shaw to be a man whose word is
reliable and whose knowledge of business is
good. Most decidedly the arguments hie
uses. arc suceh as should command respect.
Hle sas-

Apart from the world-wide situation to-day,
the trouble with the industry is the lack of
application of science to breeding, culling
and feeding, and until the poultry farmer ap-
plies scientific knowledge to his production,
all the conmpulsory pools in the world will not
improve the outlook. The first question one
asks to-day is, 11What does it cost to produce
onie dozen eggs?" And the answer will vary
from 6d. to over Is. The wide range gives
one food for thought. If one can produce at
Gd. per dozen during this season (glut), why
does it cost another Is. per dozen' I shall
give you the answer by comparing my neigh-
bour and myself. He believes that an Act
will overcome all diffic-ulties. It believe the
Act will only start trouble and penalise the
consumer and men like myself who can pro-
duce eggs at Gd. per dozen for feed. My cost
is based on what it costs in feed to produce
the dozen eggs. Other factors such as outlay,
Prnarlceting, ae., I deal with later. 31y neigh-
bour has 650 head; I had 450 bead a fortnight
ago. My neighbour gets 330 eggjs a day; I
get 310. lie feeds a ration of six kerosene
tins of pollard and bran,' bought at £7 12s. 6d.
per ton; I feed three kerosene tins of wheat-
meal, bought at £7 J~s. per ton. Hle does not
cull out unprofitable breeders or layers; I
do. Hle will buy breeding cockerels from
novice growers at 7s. 6d. each; I pay £4 for
one bird from an expert and single test the
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progeiiy. lie will export only about 40) per
centt. of eggs to England (an adv-ance of 9d.
per dozen is giveun); I send 90 11cr cent. away.
He puts his 60 per cent. on the market at 84.
per dozen: f put 10 per cent, on the market
at 8d1. Finally, hie experts the basic wage
for looking after 65SO head, and f do not, be-
Cause ule ss one has ],.00 ]tead, one is either
loafingv on the job or auisinacnngement does not
allow him to hanudle more. The above is an
examuple of the industry to-day. Very few
bave farmts of over 1,0041 head, yet all expect
X5 per week irrespective of how nmnny fowls
are kel it. Verv few eull out "'wasters,'', yet
all want a Hill so th-it the public wilt have
to pay to keep) those wasters profitable. MXy
neighibour wants an Act so that tile price ob-
tained will illow him to keep 200 duds at the
expense of the consnumer. At 9d. per dozen
there is niothing iii poultry farming but there
are still tuceri and feed bills-miore than any
other primary industry to-day. At 9d. (the
price ruling when the agitation was raised)
one's capital is not being drawn on to pay for
feed ete., if one has fowls worthy of a poultry
farm. Ash "mr. JTohso-

I presume he means the member for Guild-
ford-M1idland.

Ron. W. D3. Johnson: I should say so-
As a matter of fact, he helped me with this
Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He is en-
tirely opposed to it now. If Mr-. Shaw
helped the lion. member with his Bill, I take
it that lie regarded Mfr. Shaw as a men pos-
sessing knowledge of the subject and] know-
ing what he was talking about, and that the
information he gave was well worth listen-
ing to.

Ron. W. D3. Johnson: I will explain all
about it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At any
rate, Mr. Shaw continues-

Askc Mr. .rohnson what is the price sug-
gested that should be obtained by producers
iii the market and lhe will most likely say is.
or niore, and all because those agitating for
this Art are men who in the past have realised
that anything with a feather was profitable
owing to the high prices obtained for eggs.
Ask for the average holding by poultry farm-
era who are agitating, and if the figure
reac-lies up to 500 fowls, I wilt be astounded,
and .300 fowls can be eared for in about three
hours per day. Yet they want t5 per week
for that labour. The main argument of '.\r.
Johnson and his friends is to compel export.
The only difference between an egg for ex-
port and one for local conaunipton is the use
of a stamp: ''Australia." Yet so ninny
poultry farmers are too lazy to stamp for
export that eggs glut the market. Well, let
them suiffer. W%%hy compel them to work, and
make the consunier pay for it? ror th~e in-
dustry this period is the best that could hare
happened. It will make the producer realise

the necessity for applying science and byrains
to his livelihood. Pass the Bill, and up goes
the price so that the 200 fowls mentioned
before will be made profitable.

That refers to the 200 duds, I presume. Then
he proceeds--

Xiill the Bill and those 200 fowls will have
to be killed also, with the result that there
will be fewer eggs during the glut period,
because ny old feather will lay during Aug-
ust and September and they are duds in
October and onwards.

Mr. Panton: Well that would mean cheap
poultr-y.

Hon. P. Collier: Whether this man knows
anything about eggs or not, I do not know,
but he can write a -good letter.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
so. He proceeds-

By getting rid of the duds, one evens out
egg production over the year, for the dud is
a ''sprinter'' who gets rid of all her possible
eggs (very few really) during August anid
September and after that she is a passa nger,
whereas the ''stayer" lays well on into the
winter. So, eliminate the dud, and you lessen
production during August and September, but
you do not interfere with production during
other periods. Hence the ''sprinter'' causes
a surplus early and unfortunately there are
so many sprinters to-day that after January
we are short of eggs (new laid). If we had
more "saes we would not have such a
terrible glut in August and September, and
such a shortage from January onwards.

I think lion, members will appreciate that
letter, as I do.

Hon. W. 1D. Johnson: I think the writer
would have made a better journalist than a
poultry f armer.

The ATTORNEY GE-NERAL: Perhaps
so, hut that does not matter. What does
matter is that if a man utters arguments
that are sound, they should be treated
accordingly.

Hon. W. D3. Johnson: He certainly knows
both sides of the business.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He has
presente one side in such a reasonable -way
as to he worthy of the serious consideration
of bon. members. It should make them hesi-
tate for a long time before consenting to
pass a piece of legislation such as that now
under discuission. The member for Guild-
ford-Midland says that the Bill representq
a specimen of socialistic legislation; I say
it represents rank syndicalism. If we agred
to such a measure, it will mean an end to
individualism. The measure represents a
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most amazingly drastic proposal affecting
contracts and the rights of property.

Mr. H. W. 'Mann: And enterprise too.
The ATTORNEY GENEAT,: Yes. Be-

fore a hen lays an egg, that egg will belong
to the board. A man will have to get the
permission of the board before he is per-
mitted to eat an egg that his hen has laid!
The many absurdities of the measure have
been successfully indicated by the Minister
for Railways. I will admit to the member
for Guildford-Midland that provisions of
the kind he desires are more or less neces-
sary concomitants of what he wishes. If he
is to compel. all to put their eggs in the pool,
he has to go to this amazingly extreme ex-
tent and must say to a man: "You shall not
use these eggs that are our property even
while they are still within your fowls."
It is because of this necessarily amazing
aspect of the scheme generally, that it
ovght to he regarded with the greatest
possible suspicion; and if only a case like
this can be put up, the passage of such a
measure should not be considered for a
minute. I hope the Bill will be defeated in
common with all other measures that are
specially designed to make things dearer.

MR. PANTON (Leederville) [5.11: 1
represent a constituency of a little over 9,00
electors who are all consumers, and so far
as I can interpret the meaning of the Bill
there are not likely to be any producers, of
eggs amongst them. Consequently I should
like to have the Bill a little further exam-
ined before I could be prepared to vote
for the second readilng. I am inclined to
agree with the Attorney General, for -from
my reading of the Bill-and I have perused
it several times--I can see in it little else
but a desire to control the eggs of Western
Australia, at any rate for a start, in a given
area;- obviously the metropolitan area for a
beginning. T amn not concerned whether this
represents socialism or syndicalism or any
other ism; what I am concerned about is
whether this House is going to hand over
the control of a commodity which is in every
day use by the people of this State without
any parliamentary supervision -whatever.
The Attorney General, I remember, severely
critcised the principle when the Dried
Fruits Bill was, before the Hlouse-it seems
be is still opposed to it-but that Bill bad
the redeeming feature that it was subject

to miisterial control. I am not prepared
to band over the control of anything to a
board that I know nothing about. It is
ditlic nit to discover from the Bill just who
this board are going to be. The Bill cer-
tainly tells us how the board is to be con-
stituted, but it is difficult to find out who
is goin-, to cointitute the board. I listened
to the member for Guildford-Midland when
be was moving the second reading, and be-
cause I have not a suffleciently retentive mem-
ory to remember all that be said, I have
since gone carefully through his speech in
"Hansard." Whilst the hion. member may
have delivered a very able address-he usu-
ally does-as a matter of fact he said1 Little
or nothing about the details of the Bill. The
more one reads the BiUl, the more extraord-
inary does it seem. It makes one wonder
just how this board is going to comec into
operation if the Bill becomes orn Act. It
is provided in the Bill that a petitionL by 50
producers is sufficient warrant for a vote to
be taken in a given area. So far as I know,
there is no real registration ot those~ people
who will be egg producers with-in the mean-
ing of the Bill. The Bill provides that
every person having 20 egg-producing, bird,;
will be a prod ocer within the meaning of
the Bill. I ain not a poultry farmer; the
most I know about poultry is when I get
a cheap bird to eat, or when I sample the
eggs that are placed on the table for ale;
hut I hope I have sufficient common sense
to reason to myself that the person who has
20 egg-producing fowls ought not necessar-
ily to be termed a producer. If such a person
is to he a producer within the meaning of
the Bill, then I should like the member for
(iuildford-M'idland to tell me how it is pro-
posed to get a registration of all the people
who will be eligible to vote when 50 egg pro-
ducers sign a petition for a vote to be taken
in a given area. It is provided in the Bill
that a three-fifths majority of the votes
taken will be sufficient to constitute the pool
in a given area- It may be quiite an easy
matter to secure three-fiths of the votes
taken, and it may also easily be that the
three-fifths are only a minority of those
eligible to vote. We all know that in Par-
liamntary elections, even in a Comnmon-
wealth election based on compulsory vot-
ing, if we get a poll of from SO to 85 per
cent, of the voters, we think we are doing
very well. Yet we are asked in the Pill to
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allow 50 persons, say from Kalaiurda to
South Fremautic, to sign a petition and so
get a vote taken. Nobody will know who
amongst the 50 has 20 fowls, or who has
25, or who has 5D. Yet if the Bill becomnes
an Act, all 50 of the signatories to the
petition will be producers within the mean-
ing of that Act. And if we have a vote
taken, I suppose 90 per cent, of those hav-
.ing 20 fowls or more apiece will not realise
that as egg producers within the meaning
of the Act they are entitled to a vote. Yet
three-fifths of those who do rote, men who
are particularly interested iii egg produc-
tion, will be able to set up a compulsory
pool to the detriment of all the people in
the metropolitan area. That in itself is
sufficient to make one chary of voting for
the Bill, and so handing over to some board
yet to be selected extraordinary powers
without parliamentary or ministerial con-
trol. There is in the Bill another factor,
the absurdity of which appeals to me:
I refer to the fact that it is possible under
the Bill to have half a dozen or more boards
operating for the control of eggs in any
given area. Let us assume that 50 pro-
ducers sign a petition for a vote to lbe taken
for a compulsory pooi in one section of the
metropolitan area, and that at the sRiihC
time another 50 producers sign a similar
petition respecting a similar area. It will
be interesting to know who is then to de-
tide whether the areas the subject of the
two petitions are rightly or wvrongly de-
scribed. The Minister is to have no con-
trol, aind until a board is elected I cannot
see which of the two petitions is to be
favoured.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Or how the areas are
to be defined.

Mr. PANTON: That is so. The two sets
of petitioners may have different ideas as
to the boundaries, and there is nothing to
show which section w~ill be accepted or wvho
is going to define the proper area.

Mr. Sampson: The principle is operating
successfully in New South Wales.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Governor in
Council will decide. That is provided for in
the Bill.

'Mr. PANTON: I shall be pleased to be
shwn where it is in the Bill. The Governor
in Council will have a prettyv hardl job to
decide such areas.

Eon. IV. 1). Johnson: There are poultry
experts who will be ready to assist.

Mr. PANTON: 1 will for the moment
accept the lion, miember's assurance that
this is provided for. Even so, is there any-
thing to prevent half a dozen hoards being
appointed to function in other parts ot
the State?

Eon. W. D). Johnson: That is so.
Air. PAXTON: Then it is possible for

half a dozen boards to be constituted and
function, and it is quite possible for those
boards to be working prejudicially to one
another and prejudicially to the 9,000 con-
sumers in the Leederville electorate.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are reading
into the Bill something that is not there.

Mr. PANTON: Just now I understood
the hion. member to agree that half a dozen
(differenlt boards could be appointed. He
wvill have gome difficulty in convincing nie
that it is not possible to have half a d~ozeu
boards functioning simultaneously.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: You would make.
the position wvorse than it is to-day.

31r. PANTON: The position is bad
enough, but it is going to improve, unless
the lion, member and his friends canl stit-
cessfully c~onstitute a board in the metro-
politan area and quickly extend the prin-
ciple throughout the State. It it is intended
to constitute a board nearest homec, where
the bulk of the poultry farmis are, namely
in the metropolitan area, and then as quickly
as possible extend it to the country, prace-
tically every fannter with 20 egg-producing.
birds will he classed as a. producer, and
his eggs wrill be controlled by the board.
1 have seen in the Bill nothing that can
be accepted as a guarantee that the board
is not going to be a board to control the
price of eggs in Western Australia. If
the member for Guildford-Midland and his
friends are anxious to get a board to con-
trol and supervise the export of eggs , 1. am.
with them; but I have yet to learn that that
is the real object of the Bill. Last year
there were imported into Western Australia
106,606 dozen itore eggs than were ex-
ported. From these figures it will be seen
that so far, there is no necessity for us
to export eggs at all. I am informed by
those who are dealing in poultry' that the
principal export period is from idi-June
to mid-November, the period coincidig
with the shortage in the Old Country. If
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they are the only months for export, I do
not see any necessity for controlling this
business in Western Australia. Whilst 'we
are importing a large number of eggs,
strange to say we advocate the buiilding lip
of local industry. In Western Australia
there are made many hundredweights of
cakes and biscuits. But I have it from a
man who has his finger Oh. those items that
the whole of the cakies; and biscuits manu-
factured in this State are made from egg
pulp imported from the Eastern States.
That was told to me at the R.S.L. Confer-
ence only the week before last-and my in-
formant was itemising the stuff coming
through every day. Therefore I am begin-
ning to wonder where our advocacy of local
production is getting to. When we have to
import the ingredients that should be pro-
duced at our own back doors for the manu-
facture of cakes and biscuits, we might as
well hand that manufacture over to the
Eastern States. At all events T am still
open to conviction. If the member for
Guildford-Midl and can convince me that
this Bill is not for the creation of a board
to control the price of. egg-s in the local mar-
ket, but only for a board to supervise the
export of eggs, I will support the second
reading, although I shall have quite a lot
to say about amendments in Committee.
flowerer, until the bon. member so con-
vinces me, I will be prepared to vote against
the second reading.

HON. W. DI. JOHNSON (Guildford-
'Midland-in reply) r5.151: I appreciate
that, in presenting a Bill of this kind ' it is
open to receive very serious discussion and
investigation by members. When I re-
sponded to the request of the poultry farm-
ers to introduce the Bill, I knew perfectly
'well that I would experience some difficulty
in piloting it through the Rouse. It was
difficult to draft the measure because of the
limitations imposed on a private member by
the Standing Orders. It is also difficult for
a private member to frame a Bill exactly as
be would like it, because of his individual
opinions. If the Government frame a Bill,
they have the knowledge that their party
are behind them to assist in getting the sec-
ond reading passed, and that when the Com-
mittee stage is reached, the details can be
discussed. A private member has not that
advantage. He has to frame the Bill and
then appeal to Parliament to pass the see-

ond reading, so that the mature considera-
tion of members might be brought to hear
to improve it in Committee. I am prepared
to admit that this is essentially a Committee
Bill, and for that reason I did not enter into
details. To do so would have been to occupy
the time of the House unnecessarily. We
must hear in mind that the community are
divided into three sections, on the one hand
the producer and on the other hand the
worker, and between the two comes that
strong combination of vested interests gen-
erally recognised as the financial and corn-
merecial interests. If we deal -with matters
affecting the producer -we have that force
against us, and for that reason I knew there
would be opposition to the Bill. That sec-
tion of the community is well and ably re-
presented in. this Chamber and elsewhere.
It is just the same when one introduces a
measure to benefit the workers. The same
influence operates. So long as a member is
acting for the producer and the worker, he
is up against strong organised opposition,
which was fostered and encouraged by Par-
liaments in the olden days until that opposi-
tion became nicely dug in. Those concerned
do not need to come to Parliament for any-
thing- for themselves; they have what they
want. Bnt let anyone attempt to do any-
thing to relieve the burden upon production
caused by the middleman, and he is inunedi-
ately attacked and his road is anything but
rosy. I had the same experience when I was
piloting Labhour legislation through the
House. The unfortunate part is that often
the worker is crushed because there is a com-
bination of the commercial interests and the
producers against the worker. Very often,
too, the producers are crushed by a combina-
tion of vested interests and 'workers. If we
could only create a proper understanding
between the producer and the worker so that
both could protect themselves against the
middle eombination, the world would be
much brighter and the cost of living much
lower, It is the toll levied upon the pro-
ducer that is the burden we are carrying,
just as the wvorker has to carry the burden
of increased profits by those who handle the
product during its passage from the pro-
ducer to the consumer. I appreciate the
difficulty of my task. We have the Attorney
General representing the strong combination
of vested interests. In a sense he is essen-
itally representing the commercial and
financial interests. That is the nature of his
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constituency, and naturally he is opposed to
legislation of this kind. But I cannot un-
derstand the attitude of the member for
Leederville (Mr. Panton), who ought -to adopt
a different point of view. When the repre-
sentative of such a constituency as Leeder-
viule combines with the representative of a
constituency like West Perth, I have to ad-
mit that I am up against a great difficulty.

The Attorney General: Do not you think
we are taking an impartial view?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The point was
worth mentioning in passing; let it go at
that. To the member for Leederville I would
say this is not new legislation. In the first
place it was introduced by a Labour Gov-
ernment in Queensland, where this kind of
marketing organisation has been fostered to
a great extent. It can be said that Queens-
land has commodities on an organised scale
of considerable magnitude. Because of the
wonderful success of organisation in Queens-
land, established by a Labour Government,
it has been encouraged by succeeding Gov-
ernments, and the Government in power
there to-day are just as anxious to maintain
that kind of organlisation, because in prac-
tice it has proved of advantage to the pro-
ducer and to the consumer. Orderly mar-
keting is not price-fixing. We do not seek
to fix prices, but we want to secure orderly
marketing, so that the producer will not be
sweated by low prices and the consumer will
be guaranteed a decent commodity at a rea-
sonable price and on something like a uI-L
form price basis. Take eggs: one can go to
the market to-day and buy eggs at 8d. a
dozen, but there are times when the price
soars to 3s. 6d. a dozen. I admit that the
laying period is a factor influencing the dis-
parity of prices, but there is no question
that in other parts of the Commonwealth
where the industry has been organised, there
is not that big margin of difference. Orderly
marketing is responsible. The meason that
prices here soar very high at one period of
the year and people cannot afford to buy
eggs is because we have no method of ascer-
takning the exact consumption or the storage
that takes place. Some people are storing
eggs, but there is no record of what they
bold.

Mir. Angelo: Have not they an associa-
tion?7

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No.
The Minister for Lands: What about the

co-operative societies?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No organisation
I know of has any means of ascertaining ex-
actly what eggs are held, so that the needs
of the consumers might be supplied in an
ordinary way and at a reasonable price. It
is true that orderly marketing will increase
the price of eggs during the glut period, be-
cause it is designed to prevent gluts. At the
same time it brings down the price at other
periods of the year. Under orderly market-
ing, the people would not buy eggs at 6d.,
7d. and 8d. a dozen as they are doing now.
The Women's Executive of the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association complained to the vol-
untary Egg Marketing Board about the
price being realised for eggs. They said
they could not get even 4d. a dozen in the
country, and they appealed to the board for
protection.

The Minister for Lands: This will not im-
prove that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It will. The
fact that similar results have been achieved
in Queensland and New South Wales and
to an extent in South Australia-that quali-
fication I shall explain later on-is sufficient
evidence that they could be achieved here.
The price of eggs does not fall so low in
Queensland and New South Wales as in
Western Australia, South Australia and
Victoria.

The Attorney General: There is no doubt
about that.

Hon. AV. D. JOHNSON: The Attorney
General ought to be fair. While the price
of eggs in Newv South Wales is relatively
higher to-clay than thle price in Western
Australia, it is lower when the price here
reaches the peak.

The Attorney General: I would believe
that if I saw it.

Hon. WV. D. JOhNTSON: If the AMinister
reads the reports of the egg marketing
boards of Queensland and New South Wales,
lie will find that my statement is correct.
Thant eggs should reachi a very high price
is not in the interests of the producer, and
it is also against the interests of the con-
sumer. The producer does not want eggs W4
soar to a very high price, because when that
happens it reduces the consumption, and
it then becomes necessary to take steps to
encourage increased consumption. If we
regulate the supplyv and price of eggs, it is
necessary to regulate the consumption all the
year round, and that is better for the pro-
ducer and the consumer. I did not wish to,
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mention other commodities, but 1 ask mem-
bers to consider wool. The present position
is due absolutely to -the fact that we encour-
aged the price of wool to soar too high.
There being no organisation to regulate the
supply, substitutes were introduced, and
now we are uip against grave difficulties to
comnpete with the substitutes,.

The Attornley General: Whiat is the cause
of the very low price of rubber?

lion. NW. D). JOHNSON: I know nothing
about rubber or about motor ears. I have
never been interested in them. But I can
spe-ak with knowledge of the matters to
'which I ain referring, because I have been
associated with marketing problems; for a
considerable time. Just as the public re-
frain from. using wool when the price of
wool is high, so they refrain fromt using eggs
when the price of eggs is high.

The Attorney General: The price of egg,-
becomes high when there are few of them.

flon. W. D. JOHNSON: I admit that the
period of laying and the output have some
bearing on the price, but if we could esti-
mate the needs of the State, eggs could be
cold-stored in anticipation of the lean per-
iod. The glut period would be used in order
to cold store for the lean period, and we
-would have orderly organised marketing as
in Queensland and New South Wales.

Mr. Angelo: Why do not the breeders
do that'?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The unfortunate
breeders have been trying for years to do it.
They have had all kinds of organisations.
Take the letter from Mr. Shaw:- He was as-
sociated with the poultry farmters' organisa-

ion, was a member of the executive,! and a
kern supporter of legislation of this kind.
For a long time hie wvas closely idlentified with
the industry.

The Attorney General : Which Shaw, sen-
ior or junior?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Major Shaw, the
writer of the letter. It is true he was a
poultry fanner. However, I must say I do
not like his let-ter. I coul.d give the House
other facts regarding Mr. Shaw as a poul-
try fanner. He is not ou the poultry farm
to-day, and it is useless for him to throw
stones at other people. He was not a very
great success as a poultry farmer, and hid
father is carrying on the farm to-day under

ver grat iffculy idee. Ido not care
to mke sch satemntsbutthatletri

not fuir.

The Attorney General: Is it correct?
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Every hon. mem-

ber has received a copy of that pamphlet,
with a great display about what can be dons
with poultry. That is Major Shaw's pam)
phiet and he was running this concern. He
has left the poultry farm where ha had to
struggle against the same great odds as pre-
vail to-day. To-day Major Shaw has be-
come a boomer of the possibilities of poultry
farming. His letter is a continuation of?
what is stated in the pamphlet. The AttorJ
ney General has done lhim a service in get-
ting that mere propaganda into "Hansard."1

The Attorney General: I never mentioned
his name; you mentioned his name.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I had to give
his name.

The Attorney General: Why could not
you take the articles for what they were
worth?

Holt. W. D. JOHNSON: I wanted to
have the opportunity to make an explana-
tion, because that letter has been sent to
practically every member of the House. L)
have the letter and have read it.

Mr. Panton: I did not get one.
Holt. W. D, JOHNSON: One of those

letters was handed to me to read, and it was-
identical, so far as I remember, with the
letter read by the Attorney General. The
position is that Major Shaw has changed
his views. When he was acatually poultry
farming, without the backing of a land set-
tiement company, he favoured a Bill of this
nature. At least, be expressed that view
at meetings, and he 'took part in an agita-
tion to have such a Bill as this introduced.
But the scene has changed. He is now try-
ing to make out that, after all, the trouble
does not lie in diMeulties of the industry.
It would not suit the land settlement conm-
pany and his particular ambition if the in-
dustry were a failure. He makes out that it
is the men engaged in the industry who
are the failure. "All you want," says
Major Shaw, "~is a bit of land. Go
out where I have got a bit of land, and do
as I do."y I hope that ultimately the poul-
try farmers of Western Australia. will be
able to accomplish what Major Sshaw says
is possible. The sad part of it is that .1
do not know of one man who is doing that
to, day. Major Shaw says, he is doing it. 1:
have never seen it done, and I do not know
anyone who has been able to endorse 'Major
Shaw's statements. However, that only goes
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to show that sometimes the point of view
is influenced by a change in the eircum-t
stances of the individual. To get on to
another aspect of the matter, the legisation
with regard to dried fruits. This Bill is
based on the same principle as that legis-
lation. The member for Toodyay (Mr.
Thorn), who spoke on the Bill recently, was
for many years closely associated and ac-
tively co-operating with the vigperous of
the Swang district, He was there before the
days of the board of control. He took padl
in the attempts to form voluntary organisa-
tions for the marketing of fresh and dried
fruits. That went on for a while, and then
it failed. Ultimately the growers had to
come to Parliament for at measure similar
to this in order to obtain control. The mem-
ber for Toodyny has stated to the House
the difficulties experienced to-day in a fall-
ing market. He has experienced both sides
of the industry, and he appeals to hon.
members to support this Bill because the
poultry farmers want hoard control for
ordinary marketing, which hi been an. ad-
vantage to the community.

The Attorney General: To the commun-
ityl

Hon. W7. D. JOHNS ON: Ye;, to the corn-
mnunity. It is helping the producer and-

The Attorney General: Helping the con-
sumer?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON:- It is helping
the consumer in this way, that the produce
is prepared better, is controlled and watched
right through the p)rocess of treatment, and
is put on the market in a better way. Fur-
ther, the pricing is not relatively high at.
one period and relatively low at another.
Just as the dried fruits growers went
through troubles in connection with volun-
tary organisation, so the poultry farmers
have experienced difficulties in that regard.
Major Shaw at one time was in with the
Poultry Fares Organisation trying to do
something to help the industry. There were
voluntary organisations of all kinds, hut
they never proved successful- The volun-
tary organisation of to-day, of which I am
a member, is purely honorary; no one is
getting expenses or anything else out of it.
We are struggling, but we are not success-
ful because of the difficulties confronting
voluntary organaisations in the marketing of
commodities. I want to inpress upon the
House that there has been a strong attempt

[4.51

to do the work voluntarily, without the as-
sistauce of an Act of Parliament. For suc-
cessive years, however, there have been so
many difficulties and so many failures that
this proposal has been placed before Par-
lianment. As to the contention that egg pulp
i.- being obtained from South Australia, I
acknowledge that a certain quantity of egg
pulp comes in to-day. That is in continua-
tion of contracts made last year. But I
wish to esplain to the member for Leeder-
ville (Ur. Panton) that when I started with
Mr. Bath on this matter I got similar in-
formation to that obtained by the hon. mem-
ber, as to egg pulp coming from South Aus-
tralia. We got together a representative
conference of egg pulp purchasers-Mills &
A~'are, Hunt, the Cabin Tearooms, Boans
and othdrs-aad submitted to them that we
thought they should use the local product.
Their explanation was as follows :-"We dlid
go to South Australia and did bring in a
hundred tons of egg pulp, but the reason
for it was that there was no organisation
here upon which we could rely for regular
supplies, In South Australia. the trade is
organised on a better basis, and what we
want yon to do is to organise the industry
in Western Australia. We would prefer
to use the local product; we would give
preference to the local product; hut we
want at guarantee that the quantity and the
quality will be up to the standard required.
Particularly do we want some reliable or-
ganisation to say that at the period we want
the egg pulp, it will be available."

Hon. P. Collier: Surely a voluntary or-
ganisation could give that guarantee.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No. The trou-
ble is that the voluntary organisation re-
ceive support from only a limited number
of poultry farmers. Take the Poultry Far-
mers' 'Organisation, which is the largest of
the two existing organisations, the other be-
ing the Poultry and Egg Producers' Soci-
ety.

Mr. Wells: I thought you said there was
no organisation.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: These are poul-
try farmers. There is no organisation for
marketing.

Mr. Angelo: One of those organisations is
supposed to have 400 members.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : The Poultry
Farmers' Organisation has a membership of
.35R. The Poultry and Egg Producers'

1227



1228 [ASSEMBLY.]

Society has 30 or 40 members. Both orgran-
isations are favourable to the Bill. both
organisations combined in a request to me to
introduce the Bibl. Both organisations sup-
port the measure. Hut when it comes to
marketing, the Poultry Farmers' Organisa-
tion, although unanimously in favour of the
Bill, and the Poultry and Eg-g Producers'
Society, strongly if not unanimously in far-
our of it, are so circumstanced that we must
have a board for marketing purposes. The
organisations encouraged us to form the
voluntary' marketing board existing to-day,
but only a very few members of the organ-
isations really support the board.

The Attorney General: Why?
Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: I do not know.

There are other organisations dealing with
the marketing of eggs, and particularly for
export. The producers coaflue their patron-
age to the various organisations, with the re-
sult that whent it comes to marketing, there
is no real organisation. There is an organ-
isation to protect the industry and to discuss
matters of production, feeding and all those
details; but when it conies to marketing, the
producers are hopelessly divided. We want
to get them organised under a measure of
this kind. I would not mind if no attempt
had been made, but attempts have been made
over successive years. The poultry farming
industry, just like the dried fruits industry,
finds it necessary to come to Parliament for
the purpose of securing- a measure of this
description.

Hon. M1. F. Trov: 1)ried fruits are on au
entirely different basis.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I admit the two
industries are not exactly on all fours, but
the principle is identical in both cases. I
want to make it clear that the introduction
of this Bill was encouraged by both organ,
isations, purely to overcome that which the
organisations cannot overcome, difficulty of
marketing and supplying. To come back to
the South Australian aspect. We had no
marketing organisation that could guarantee
suppties of pulp. We went into that matter,
and to-day our marketing organisation has
combined in an understanding with other
marketing organisations, such as Nelson &
Co. and other firms. There is an understand-
ing thanks to which we can give to the users
of egg pulp an assurance that Western Aus-
tralian pulp will be available in the quanti-
ties and quality required, and at the periods
when the pulp is wanted. I admit that there
is not a great deal of pulp being sold in

Western Australia to-day, the reason being
that eggs are so cheap. At present it pays
manufacturers to go on the market and buy
eggs and pulp themn themselves. Therefore
we do not anticipate any large contracts for
egg pulp being secured at present. The pulp
difficulty, however, may be regarded as hav-
ing been overcome. Another question is that
of South Australian eggs coming here in the
shell. There has always been a certain
amount of dumping. The trouble is that we
hav'e no organisation and cannot do anything
against dumping. Individual representations
cannot influence public opinion as to the un-
fairness of buying South Australian eggs.
If we had an organization which could con-
centrate upon the matter-

The Attorney General: Why is it unfair
to buy South Australian eggs if they are as
good and as cheap as local eggs?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: These are sur-
plus eggs from South Australia, and they
cannot be guaranteed to be as good as local
eggs, since they would not be equally fresh.
Again, they arc eggs removed from the
South Australian market and dumped here
in Western Australia so as to raise South
Australian values. South Australia has not
an Act such as Queensland and New South
Wales have. In South Australia there is to-
day a kind of organisation somewhat better
than that existing here, but not sufficiently
effective. For years a certain number of
eggs have been sent from South Australia
to Western Australia. If there were a suffi-
ciently strong organisation here, there would
be a means by which the combined producers,
under a board responsible for marketing,
would be able to aitord protection. Such an
organisation could appeal to the public in a
way that would produce good results. In
moving the second reading of the Bill
I said that the Premier had been ap-
pealed to for assistance in regard to
butter production, and that our butter
producers were protected because the mar-
keting of their product was organibed.
There is a combination to protect the WVest-
ern Australian producer of butter against
the importation of Eastern States butter.
Our ambition is the same with regard to
eggs. We shall be able with a board of this
description to look after the marketing, and
we shall be able to limit, if not exclude,
the importation of eggs from other parts
of Australia. The member for Ilt. 31agnet
(Hon. 31L F. Troy), in the course ot Ifis
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remarks, made one or two poinps which were
.emphasised by the member for Leederville
(Mr. Panton) in regard to the absence of a
clause to provide for Ministerial veto.
1 am grateful to them for having drawn~
attention to it, It should have been in-
ealuded in the Bill but it was overlooketl in
the drafting. One would welcome a clause
-of that description, so as to give the Minis-
ter some power, as is the case in connection
with dried fruits, to protect the public, the
consumer and the producer against unfair-
ness, should it be demonstrated that the
board are functioning against the best in-
terests of the State. This matter can be
attended to when. we reach the Conmmittee
-stage. There is another question, and it is
as to whether 20 should constitute the num-
ber. Anyway, that is purely a figure, but
our desire is to get it as low as possible seo
as to prevent the smaller people coming in
and disorganising the market. I suggested
the number 20, but if someone else thinks
it should be 30, it is a matter that can be
,determined later. Again, the member for
Mt. 'Magnet raised the question, and the
member for Leedlerville endorsed it, that the
number A0 to a petition for a poii to be
taken was too small. I shall have no ob-
jection to increasing that number. That also
can be attended to in Committee. As I said
before, the Bill is esetially one for Coin-
mitten. The Minister for Railways raised
one or two questions which I desire to put
right. The hon. member seemed to be fear-
ful that if the board got control of the
eggs, they would use the one organisation to
the exclusion of the others. It is true that
you cannot put in the Bill that the board
shall only use one firm for doing the mar-
keting; what you have to do with a Bill
of this kind is to give power to the board
to employ persons and agents to do the
work. If, on the other hand, the board
found they were capable of doing it themi-
selves, there was no reason in the world
why they should not do it. If they can get
better resualts and give better service by bar-
ing one organisation, there is no reason
why that one organisation should not func-
tion. I pointed out that the wheat pool
created their own organisa-tion and did
their own marketing.

The Minister for Railways: Is that not
the same organisation that is dealing in
Russian wheat?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It has no con-
nection with it at all. The Co-operative
Society of Great Britain are handling, as
agents, a certain amount of Russian wheat,
but there is no connection between that body
and the wheat pool of Western Australia.
I can assure the hon. member that that
body in England, has never handled one
bushel of Western Australiau wheat. Re-
verting to the Bill, it is proposed to give
the board power to employ agents, but you
cannot mention that kind of thing in the
Bill. The Minister for Railways stated that
the marketing board, of which I ani a mem-
ber, has not got the best prices for the eggs
exported that might have been obtained if
we had given more favourable considera-
tion to the offer that was made to us and
to which he referred in his speech. It is
correct that a certain amount of money
was placed to the credit of the Egg Mafrket-
ing Board on which to operate under cer-
tain conditions. Verbal representations
were Mnade. I was stopped in the street two
or three times. I will not mention any
names, but I can give them if bon. members
desire to have them. I was told that a
British firm had provided a Letter of credit,
and that it had been made payable to the
board, so that the board -could operate onl
it in consultation with the firm's repres
sentative in Perth. Several representations
were made to me in the street and I
was communicated with by telephone at
home on various occasions, early in
the morning and late at night, for
the purpose of getting me to say
that we would agree to operate. I kept on
saying, "Put your offer in writing; write
to the board and let us know exactly what
your offer is." Ultimately, the letter came
along, but it was a good while before ws
got it. 'When we received it, it was given
special consideration.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Who was the letten
fromI

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Mr- Hazel.
Mr. H. W. Mann:- Not from the E.S. & A.

Bank!I

Ron. WI. 1). JOHNSON: They wrote to
us and stated that a credit had been estab-
lished at the bank in the namae of the board,
but that we could not operate on it. IVi
confirmed what Mr. Hazel had represented
to us, and it was there if we were prepared
to do business on the terms suggested by
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Mr. Hazel. With a letter of credit the bank!
will only operate provided you carry out
the details connected with the credit, and
it was in connection with the details that
we could not do business with Mr. Hazel.

Mr. H. W. Miann: Were not two condi-
tions laid down?.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There was one
fatal condition. It is true that Mr. Hazel
said he would pay us so much on what was
known as the "red clause" of the arrange-i
went, by which we could raise monet
up to lid, a dozen between the period of
cold storage and the shipmuent. Immediately
we produced the actual certificate of ship-
ment we then got a furthef amount.

Mr. H. W. Mann; Which brought it up
to Is. 21/d. I

Hon. W. D JOHNSON: 'Very likely that
would he correct. We got up to thatI but
as I pointed out. to the Minister for Rail-
ways, he did not get the wvhole of the f acts.
What Mr. Hazel could not agree upon was
that, in the event of the market going wrong
at the other end, and the values, getting
belowr the agreed price, and the eggs not
realising the cost of shipment plus the ad-
vance made, we were to guarantee to re-
fund the amount. We told him we could
not possibly agree to guarantee to refund
the amount in the event of over-advancing
on the payments.

The Minister for Railways: You did that
previously.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No.

Mr. H. W Mann: Did your pool make
a refund when you showed a loss last year?

Hon W. D. JOHNSON: I admit that
last year's operations were not successful.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The growers stood the
loss.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : We would notd
have any objection to Mr. Hazel takingi
the same responsibility and saying that, in
the event of his giving us an advance, and
we passed it on to the various producers,
and it was found afterwards that they re-
ceived more than the eggs realised, he would
have the right to get a refund from the
producer. But he wanted I'the hoard to
guarantee that we would attend to the re-
fund in the event of over-payment.

The Minister for Railways: You were
only agents.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We could not
take the risk; we have no money in our
pool; it is purely voluntary and we were
functioning in an honorary way. What Mr.
Hazel wanted us to do was toq take on a
business liability and we would have to pay
it ourselves.

The Mfinister for Railways: In the pre-
vious year you had a loss.

Hon' W. D. JOHNSON: I had nothing
to do with the previous year. The previ-
ouis year is causing grave anxiety to one
organisation at the moment, They are still
trying to get a refund of the over-payment.
We could -not work on a basis of that des-
cription. What we had lto do was to see
to it that if the firm established a letter of
credit to meet advances, that they would
get the advances from the producer him-
self and not the organisation. We were not
in a position to give a guarantee.

The Minister for Railways: Why not?
Hoa. W. D). JOHNSON: We merely pre-

pared the eggs for export; we got nothing
out of it. We had no authority for deduct-
ing stuns of money for the purpose of guar-
anteeing Mir. Hazel or his principals;
neither would we exercise the *authority if
we had it, because we had no right to func-
tion under the limited powers that we had
as a voluntary hoard and give a guarantee
with respect to a refund.

The Minister for Railways: Have you a
copy of the contract you asked the producer.,
to sign?7

Hion. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes.
The Minister for Railways: Read that.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There has been?

a certain contract signed, hut that contract
is not for the purpose of exporting eggs.
Anyway, I am not here to argue with the
hon. member. Mr. Hazel's terms were that
we should give a personal guarantee in re-
spect of the refund. We went into the mat-
ter fully and decided we could not accept
the liability. Just at that period it is as-
serted that wve were encouraging the busi-
ness to go through one channel. That is
not coreet. When we started the mar-
keting of eggs, we first did it, iN
is true, through the Westralian Farmers.
They started to market the first lot of eggs
and negotiated the first letter of credit. We
found then we could do better than we had
done in the previous year. It is asserted
that we refused Hazel's offer and gave pref-
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erence to another. That is not correct. Wfl
did go to another firm which made repre-
sentations. That firm was able to get their
principals in London to accept the liability
of securing a refund from the producers
themselves, so that the board would not be
involved in any way. We went to a lot
of trouble to see that we were not person-
ally involved, and that the board were not
involved in overpayments. It had to be a
matter between the London firm, the agents
in Western Australia, and the producers.

'Mr. H. W. Mann: Have you exported
any eggs this year?

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: A considerable
quantity.

Mr. II. W. 'Mann: How many?
Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: I could not say.

.Nelson & Company have exported more than
we have.

The Minister for Railways: Under this
guarantee 9

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We have ex-
ported eggs under the authority of docu-
ments signed by various producers.

The Minister for Railways: They carry
all the Liability, whereas you carry none.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: There is no has-
bilitv. The whole business is the individual
producer's business. We are a board deal-
ing purely with letters of credit, and seeing
that payments are made from which there
are no deductions, other than the cost of
handling, over which we have no control.
This handling is carried out by special con-
tracts between the producers, endorsed by
the board, and the handling organizations.
Hazel's offer could not be accepted. It was
not as attractive as the other offers. The
price was not better than we could get from
other firms, but the other firms did not want
us to be personally responsible. Seeing that
the priee we were getting was the same as
Hazel's and more attractive because it
carried less liability, we accepted, after ma-
ture consideration, the other
was no reason why we should
ness to Hazel.

The Minister for Railways:
not say Mills & Co.?7

Ron. W. D3. JOHNSON:
wre bad to deal with.

The Minister for Railways:

off er. There
give the busi-

Why do you

It was Hazel

Now we have
told you who these people are, tell us who
were the people through whom you were
handling the matter in London.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: We were not
handling it through London, but from West-
ern Australia. We do not know London in
the matter. The Minister seems to know all
about it. We started to deal with the Wes-
tralian Farmers.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
point.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They did the
business -with Overseas Farmers. That or-
ganisation is a branch of the co-operative
marketing organisation of Australasia and
New Zealand. Their arrangements with us
were not as attractive as were the others.
At the time Hazel was making representa-
tions, others werte also doing it. We took
into consideration the offer submitted to us
by the Westralian Farmers, the offer sub-
mnitted by Hazel and the offer submitted by
Brown and Dureau. We analysed them all.
We actually shipped some eggs under the
offer of the Westralian Farmers. When we
analysed the whole thing we found that
Brown and Durean's offer was the best for
the producers.

Mr. Richardson: Were they higher in
price than the others?

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: It was not a
question of being higher in price, and they
were alike in the matter of advances. On
.actual realisation we do not know exactly
what will be paid. Their offer by way of
advances was the same as Hazel's, but less
objectionable in that we were not held re-
sponsible in the case of overpayments.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Do you suggest that
Brown and Dureau are carrying the risk of
overpayments?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They will look
to the producers and not to the board. That
is definite. The Minister seems to think that
Hazel was turned down because of our de-
sire to patronise some special firm. That
was not so. We changed our marketing
agents because we received a better offer. It
is not proposed, so far as I know, that the
board should depart from the present prac-
tice. They will use agents in the future ex-
actly as they have done in the past. All the
agents will be utilised if they can function
to the advantage of the producers. With
regard to our ambition to get legislation in-
troduced into all the States, I would point
out that a Bill has, I believe, been intro-
duced in the Victorian Parliament along the
lines of this one. The reason for that is that
representations have been made by the poul-
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try farmers of that State. They, like the
poultry farmers of Western Australia, ap-
preciate the conditions appertaining to or-
ganised marketing, as demonstrated by the
boards in Queensland and New South Wales.
They are agitating in Victoria for a similar
board arn the lines of those established in the
two States I have mentioned. The poultry
farmers in South Australia are doing the
same thing. The 'Minister for Agriculture
dealt with the representations that were
mode to the South Australian Minister for
Agriculture, but did not read the whole of
the facts in connection with them. He read
the portions where it was pointed out that
an effective organisation was to-day in exist-
ence. The Red Comb Poultry Farmers? Or-
ganisation in South Australia is one of the
best in the Commonwealth on a voluntary
basis. It has been pointed out that although
this organisation has succeeded to a, 'won-
derful extent even on the voluntary basis,
the poultry farmers were failing to get pro-
per protection for their industry. The Red
Comb Organisation is well known in Aus-
tralia as one of the most successful of its
kind operating in a voluntary -way. Not-
withstanding this, the poultry farmers of
South Australia have urged their Minister
to introduce a Bill of this kind. Upon re-
presentations being made to him he promised..
to bring down the measure. Legislation has
been launched in Victoria and promised in
South Australia on the same lines as the
legislation I am asking for in this Chamber.
These steps are being taken because of the
success of similar organisations in Queens-
land and New South Wales. We have no
other desire beyond this. Because the scheme
has been a success in those States, we ask
that the same principle should be followed
here.

The Premier: Are you sure it has been
successful?

Hon. W. 1D. JOHNSON: It has been en-
(iorsed on numerous occasions. The scheme
in Queensland has; been running for a num-
ber of years, and re-elections and re-bal-
lots have taken place, as a result of which
the board has continued. The same thing
has occurred in New South Wales. The
poultry farmers there, have endomao4 the
scheme by a substantial majority. The
supporters of the Dried Fruits Board in
Western Australia have sought its continu-
ance from year to year. This is evidence
that it must be functioning sucessfully, just

as the other instances I have quoted are
evidence that the egg control boards have
functioned successfully in the other States.
There is no desire on my part purely to
get a Bill through the House f or any per-
sonal advantage to myself. I am not inter-
ested except as one who is desirous of help-
ing the producers. I do not want to help
the producers by injuring the consumners.
As is the ease with the member for feeder-
vile, my constituency is mainly, if not
wholly, a consuming constituency. I would
not be faithful to my trust if 'I did any-
thing to injure the interests of the consumers
in the Guildford-Midland constituency. I
know I am not going to injure them. My
object is to give them a commodity that
wiil be presented up to a standard value,
and at a price that will be regulated all
the year round, so that they will be en-
abled to get eggs at a price and of a quality
that will command respect and support. f
trust members will realise that most of the
work connected with the Bill has to be done
in Committee, where I hope to give satis-
faction to members generally.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

17
10

Majority against .

Mr. Collier
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Hegney
11 . Johnson
Mr. Lamoad
Mr. Lutey
Mir. Marshall
Mr. McCallum
M4r. Munele

Mr.

Air,
Mr.

Mr.

M4r.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.

Barnard
Brown
Cunningham
Davy
Doiey

Oriffitbe
Keenan
Latb am
Lindsay
H. W. Mann

A ma.
Mr. MeLarty

A ra.

PAM:.

.. 2

Mr. Panton
Mr. Raphael
Mdr. Sampsont
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Tray

31r. Wanubrough
Mr, Willcock
Mr. Wilsou

(Tellor.)

31 r.
Sir
M r.
Mr.

MrF.

31r.
M r.

J. I. Mann
James Mitchell
Parker
Patrtek
Richardson
Readdan
3. H. Smith
Wells;
North

(Zeller.)

Nor's
Mr. Angelo

Question thus negatived; the Bill de-
feated,
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Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL-lqSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING
ACT AMENDMEhNT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

ANQNUAL ESTIATES 1930-31.

it Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 16th October; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.

Department of the Minister for Mines
(Hon. J. Scaddan, Minister).

Vote-Mines, £94,254:

THE BMSTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan-Maylands) [7.353: Hon. mem-
bers will have noticed that the Estimates
do not vary considerably from those relat-
ing to last year's estimated expenditure, ex-
cept that the Estimates for this year show
a decrease of £10,862 as compared with
the actual expenditure during the last finan-
cial year. That reduction is largely ac-
counted for by the amalgamation of posi-
tions, the reduction of temporary assistance,
the decreased contributions required to the
Aline WVorkers' Relief Fund, mainly due to
compensation under the Miners' Phthisis
Act, a reduction of the contributions
under the Miners' Phithisis Act to the ex-
tent of £C7,213, which I will explain later,
Land a large reduction in the expenditure on
account of travelling expenses for the field
staff. With most of those items, I am sure
bon. members will be in agreement, and will
believe that we are justified, uinder existing
conditions, in introducing economies and
making reductions. On the question of the
reduced compensation payments under the
Miners' Phthisis Act, I investigated the posi-
tion and found that, while there is provi-
sion for the payment of compensation under
the Third Schedule of the Workers' Comn-
pensation Act, the conditions prevailing un-
der the operations of the Miners' Phthisis
Act practically made it a dead letter in its
effect on the men in the mining industry,
for the reason that the compensation pay-
able under the Misters' Phthisis Act is
greater than thiat payable under the Work-
ers' Compensation Act. Compensation
under the Workers' Compensation Act

applies, of course, only to those who
have to leave the mining industry because
they have been found to be suffering from
silicosis. As the compensation is greater
under the Miners' Phthisis Act, men so suf-
fering do not leave their occupations read-
ily, but prefer to remain in the industry
until they contract tuberculosis, only to be.
taken away from the mines compulsorily,
and placed Linder the provisions of the
Miners' Plithisis Act, in order to secure the
higher compensation. In those circum-
stances, the matter was taken lip with the
officer in charge of the State Insurance
Department, which handles the question of
compensation under the Workers' Compen-
sation Act as it applies to the Third Sched-
ule, and be has agreed to make a contribu-
tion from the department's funds of E10,000
towards Payments under the Miners'
Phithisis Act. I admit that the amount
available is less than we are entitled to
receive.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That payment is to
be made by the State Insurance Depart-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MTINES: Yes,
from Premiums received from the mining
companies. That amount is much less than
the cost would represent if Lb, ui "ere
actually taken out of the mines when they
were examined and( found to he suffering from
silicosis in its advanced stages; but, as I
have pointed out, those men prefer to re-
main iii the mlines until they contract tuber-
culosis, N~hicli they ame more liable to do
when once they suffer front silicosis. Some
anxiety' has been expressed by lion. Lucia-
hers with regard 'to the results reported
after the recent re-examination. My pre-
decessor in office was concerned about the
fact that after the recent re-examiination
there appeared to be a greater number of
miners who had contracted tuberculosis than
inl Previous year-s. When I inquired into the
Position and ascertained the explanation, I
discovered there was no real ground for
exceptional alarm. 1 found that the result
was due mainly to the fact that there had
been introduced more up-to-date plant and
a change in the officer responsible for the
examinations.

Air. Muras: The np-to-date plant hod
been installed for the Other examination.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
but the officer appointed to conduct the re-
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examinations that took place recently is
evidently more keen than his predecessor,
and does not take any chances. It can be
said that if a similar examination were inade
respecting every individual in the comt-
munity, it would be found that there were
very few who did not show evidence of
tuberculosis. That is rather an astounding-
statement to make, hut it is only in recent
years that we have actually disoee a

method by which tuberculosis ii' its early
stages can be discovered. Even now a great
number of men in the outback olilelds
districts, who are not in a position to be
examined in the laboratory in LKalgoorlie,
are examined before they arc allowed to
enter the mining industry, and that exam-
ination is conducted by medical men Under
the best methods known to them, other than,
the X-ray process. In such examinations,
no evidence of tuberculosis has been found
in the men, hut when they have undergone
the X-ray examination, it has bee fo"Und
that in quite a number of themr there is
evidence not only- of the disease in its early
stages, but of the disease in a stage of actual
activity.

Hon. P. Collier: And the disease ran lie
carried through a whole generation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
is so. The result is that when the re-examnn
ation has been conducted, what might be
termed a "spot" has been found, hut that
spot is not active. It is assumed that the
present officer who makes the examination,
being more particular than his predecessor,
has insisted that such men should not be
allowed to continue work in the mines. I
do not know that we nieed worry' about that,
because, so far as I can learn, tuberculosis
may be found in the majority of the people
to a greater or lesser degree. In those
people, however, the disease is not danger-
ous, and may not become active during their
lifetime. It is only when such people enter
an occupation that may tend to make the
disease active that they become affected b>
it, and in meany eases the diseas spreads
rapidly, until galloping consumption is
contracted, and the individual passes away.
A great number of people my have tube r-
culosis, without any indication of it in their
general health. It has now been ascertained
that in some instances the "spot?' has been
present in individuals almost from birth,
but has never become active. Suddenly

it has burst into activity, with the
result that galloping consumption develops
and the disease cannot be stopped. In clean-
ingr up our mines, it is assumed that it is un-
desirable to retain underground men who
give evidence of having a "spot" on their
lngs. Once such men becomne dusted, and
contract silicosis, the disease is likely to be-
come active quickly, with the inevitable re-
sult I have indicated. In such cases it is
desirable to take the Inca affected out of the
miine, not only in the interesits of others, but
of thenmselves, seeing that they will shorten
their own lives if tlhey remain working
Underground. We have set out to relieve
the mnen confronted with the possibility of
contracting tuberculosis so that they i'ay be
able to live longer and lend useful lives. We
are continuing the practice of taking such
men from the mines. As a matter of fact,
the re-examination recently made showed
there wvere a greater number of ,nenl who had
apparently reached an advanced stage of
silicosis. I am, at the present time, discuss-
inar the whole position with a view, perhaps,
to submitting amending proposals to Parlia-
mient at a later stage, to govern the condi-
tiois under which we take men from the
wines. Instead of waiting until men con-
tract tuberculosis before theyv are forced out
of the mines, I am considering whether we
cannot force them out at the stage at which,
though liable to contract tuberculosis, they
are still normal to all outward appearances
and are able to live man ,y years of useful
existence, provided they- do not take up
occupations calculated to bring the disease
to a state of activity. Such men may not be
able to do their work as efficiently as for-
merly. They may be what is known as
"short in the wind" but otherwise fit enough.
1 dis'cussed the position with Dr. Mitchell
and I ascertained that it is held that these
men, unless they have reached the advanced
stage of silicosis, are, although perhaps un-
comfortable because of being "short in the
wind," quite capable of carrying out healthy
occupations for years to come. If we force
those men out of the mines at that stage, it
will hie not only in the interests of them-
selves but of those with whom they come in
contact in the course of their mining opera-
tions. That is desirable from the point of
view of all concerned. In South Africa they
have practically cleaned up) the position.
They had a v'ery hard row to hone and a v ery
expensive one, but the burden did not fal
on the general taxpayer to so great an ex-
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tent as it does here. I am of opinion that,
having made the preliminary survey,' we
have no'v reached the stage where we ought
to follow the example set by South Africa
and give the men an opportunity to come
out of the mines while they are still able-
bodied mid fit to follow some other useful
occupation, rather than compel them to stay
in the mines until they' become wrecks and
very often go to early graves. Whether that
reform could he put into effect without un-
due expense to the coummunity, remains to
lie seen. The view I take is that when the
meni are attacked by, silicosis, they ought to
he warned that the compensation they will
receive will not be any greater eveukuolly
than if they leave the mine before becoming
infected by tuberculosis. Our Act is very
definite that the men arc not to be taken out
of the mine unless they are suffering from
tuberculosis, and in order to bring them out
at an earlier stage we would have to consider
the question of the compensation to be paid.
The mining industry is of sufficient value to
the State to justify the State in doing some-
thing for the men who suffer in health in
consequence of following the occupation of
mining. I think they ought to receive what
we Would be justified in giving them under
the Third Schedule of the Workers' Corn-
pensation Act, and thnt they ought also to
ge-,t a guarantee that after they have ex-
hausted their rights nder that Act they
wvould be eligible for special compensation;
for it is of considerable advantage to the
State to have a man able-bodied and in fit
physical condition rather than to have him
a physical wreck. That is a matt-,r which,
of course, I cannot pursue in any detail at
this juncture, but which I propose to deal
with at a later stage. It is a matter
which I view in thle light of the welfare
of our citizens, and therefore I propose
to ask my predecessor, the member for
Hannans (-.%r. Munosie) and, if he likes,
other members representing goldields
constituencies, to confer with me during re-
cess in order to see if we cannot get a non-
contentious measure drafted to submit to
the House, a measure which will. do justice
to the men and at the same time be essen-
tially fair to the geuneral community. I am
of opinion this can be effected by consulta.
tion with those who have had experience of
the industry. In my view this is the most
serious matter affecting the department at
the moment. Of course I could give mem-

bers statistics regarding the output from
our mines, but that would be of no value
because members have all the figures sub-
mitted in various returns from time to time.
There is one other question to which I think
I am entitled to refer at this stage, namely,
the proposal that the Federal Government
should grant a bonus on the production of
gold. Personally I am not very keen on
bounties and bonuses to industries; but if
we have a policy, which apparently has been
accepted in Australia, of a high tariff wall
in order to assist our sheltered industries,
there arc other industries that have to be
compensated for the impost of the high
tariff, and that compensation they can only
receive by way of a bonus or bounty. So
I cannot see why a commodity such as gold,
which fortunately we cannot over-produoc,
and wvhich, equally fortunately, always ha-s
a ready market and does not require any
protective tariff to allow it to continue in
competition with the production of gold La
other parts of the world-I cannot see why
it should not receive equal consideration
with other industries, because it suffers
equally with other industries from the opera-
tion of the high tariff. If, as has been as.
5erted, it is economically unsound to apply
a bonus to the production of gold, it seems
to me even more economically unsound to
provide a bonus for other industries merely
to holster them up against keen competition
in other parts of the world. However, I ant
not going to urge the granting of a gold
bonus on that ground at all, hut on the
ground that unquestionably it would give a
fillip to the production of gold, and so would
help our industry. And not only would it
help the miting industry, but it would help
the Commonwealth in its present depression.
In fact I have said, and I repeat it here,
that I know of no single act open to the Fed-
eral Government which would be so likely
to help us in our time of stress as a bonus
on gold. It would have to be of such a kind
that it would be the means of introducing
new capital to open up new mines, new cap-
ital for the improvement of existing mining
machinery, and new capital for the opening
up of mines known to-day' as low-grade pro-
positions. So although it may be claimed
by economists to be unsound, I take the view
tht if any bonus is warranted, undoubtedly
it is one on gold. Recently we were told by
the Prime Minister that th e Federal Govern-
ment would not consider the granting of a
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gold bonus on any basis at all. I was very
much surprised at that.

Hon. 21. F. Troy: You need not be suir-
prised, for Mr.* Bruce was even more defin,-
ite.

The MIN'ISTER FOR MINES: I am not
concerned about the attitude of 3Mr. Bruce
as against that of 31r. Scullin. What I ant
more concerned about is an effective bonus
on an industry so vital to Western Australia
as is that of gold mining. W"hen I made re-
ference to the question of a gold bonus be-
ing considered in some quarters to be eco-
nomnically unsound, I had it in mind that it
was Mr. Bruce who had made that statement
in declining to grant a bonus. Mr. Seullin,
of course, did not take that attitude at all.
He simply said the Federal Government
would not grant a bonus on gold on any
basis at all. Since then evidently the matter
has been further pursued, and a couple of
days ago Mr. Fenton, the Acting Prime 'Min-
ister, made an announcement-which appar-
ently was premature-that it was intended
to grant a gold bonus. It seems evident that
the Federal Cabinet discussed the question
and agreed to grant the bonus, subject to the
approval of their party and eventually oC
the Federal Parliament in passing the necesi-
sary legislation to .permit of the granting
of a bonus on the production of gold. I sin-
cerely hope Mr. Fenton's statement is cor-
rect, after all. I have no doubt it will get
the support of his party, and I doubt still
less that the proposal would receive the
sanction of the Federal Parliament. So
although there may be some doubt about it
at the moment, I am hopeful that eventually
we shall obtain justice for an industry
which had to suffer considerably during the
war period and which has been suffering
heavily ever since.

'Mr. Angelo: And an industry that has
done a great deal for the country.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: Un-
doubtedly it has. Alter all, it is not merely
the question whether we are to have the
gold bonus, but whether that bonus is
going to be effective. The first gold bonus
sought was upon the total production of
gold, which would be a very heavy burden
oil the taxpayer. Indeed, it was question-
able whether the Federal Government
could finance a proposal of that kind.
Eventually the request was made that the
bonus should take the form of Li1 per ounce
on the increased production of gold. That,

I understand, is the proposal at present
in the minds of the Federal Cabinet.

Hon. P. Collier: That is, the production
in excess of that of last year.

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: Yes.
That of course is on the basis of the in-
creased production for Australia as a
whole, not on the increased production of
any one State. Any increase in the gold
production over that of 1929 would be
paid for on the basis of £1 per ounce. Our
gold production last year wvas 372,000
ounces-leaving out the odd ounces. What-
ever we produce this year in excess of that
372,000 ounces would bring us a bonus of
£1 per ounce. There has been abroad the
impression that the bonus would apply to
any new gold produced as the result of the
opening of a new mine. It is expected that
the Wiluina mine will produce half a mil-
lion ounces per annum, and the impres-
sion seems to be that we would receive, not
£4 per ounce, but £6 per ounce on that
total production. That is not the proposal
at all. On the other hand, if Ave were to
increase our 372,000 ounces by, say,
50,000 ounces this year, then we would re-
ceive a bonuis of £.50,000, and that £50,000
would be distributed over the total of
422,000 ounces, which would work out at a
bonus of half-a-crown per ounce. To grant
us a gold bonus of half-a-crown per ounce
would be no better than giving us nothing
ait all, for it would not have the effect of
inducing fresh capital to come into the
State.

Mr. Angelo: And it would be too uncer-
tain.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not
a question of uncertainty, because it is un-
derstood that the bonus if granted is to
last for 10 years.

Mr. Angelo: But what they are going te
get would be too uncertain,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
course. 'To be satisfactory, the gofd bonus
would require to be at least 10s. per ounce
spread over the whole of the production but
making a maximum, so that there would not
be undue strain on the resources of Austra-
lia in providing the bonus. I think 10s. per
ounce could be paid on any increased goll
production with a g-ood profit to Australia,
particularly in our existing economic coii-
ditions. For a bonus of l0. per ounce
would have the effect of introducing new
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capital, not merely for the opening up of
new mines, but also for the re-opening of
mines that have been proved to carry large
quantities of low-grade ore. Under the
existing high costs, those low-grade mines
cannot be profitably worked. I think Wil-

ne, as a goldfield, would not be able pro-
fitably to operate on exactly the same con-
ditions as obtain in Kalgoorlie. I do not
think the Kalgoorlie methods would permit
the Wilnna mine to show a profit.

Hon. P. Collier: Most certainly they
would not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For the
Wiluna conditions, a large amount of capi-
tal is ,etjuired.

Hon. M. F. Troy And the latest possible
equipment.

The MINISTER FOR NINES: Yes, that
is so. What I think will happen under a
gold bonus is, not merely that we shall have
new fields opened, but that some of the old
fields known to contain large quantities of
low-grade ore will he re-opened.

Hon. P. Collier: There are greater pos-
sibilities there than in new fields.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I
think so, but the bonus has to be sufficient
to atbact the capital. And, after all, if
it does not hare that effect, there will he
no advantage in getting a bonus, for then
it will affect only new mines, and so will
cost the taxpayer a good deal without re-
turning any great advantage. Also, an ef-
fective bonus will be of great assistance to
mines finding it difficult to obtain capital
with which to improve their methods, mines
such as the Lake View and the Gwalia.
But unless they practice those methods, not
only will those mines reach the end of their
existence much earlier than they otherwise
would, but much gold ill remain in the
ground and never be recovered. The richer
chutes will all have been exhausted and the
low-grade ore will remain in the ground.
That is very undesirable from an economic
point of view, but there are no means to
obviate it except a gold bonus. Having
mentioned the bonus on an increase of
50,000 ounces at 12s. 6d. per ounce, let me
say that the mines are receiving 6is. 7d.
as a premium on every ounce of gold. Yet
with that Os. 7d. many mines are confronted
with difficulties, and it may not be very long
before they will have to cloise down. There-

fore the bonus wvill have to be sufficient to
attract fresh capital. It is capital we want
in the mining industry more than anything
else, in order that plant and methods may
be improved and that large quantities of
low-grade ore, which we know to exist, may
be developed.

Mr. Sampson: That wvill be in addition
to the exchbange benefit?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. I
happen to know that since the middle of
March, when the exchange benefit was £2
7s. Gd. per cent., to the end of September,
when the rate was £5 5is. per cent., the pre-
mium received on the gold produced on
the Golden Mulle amounted to something
over £40,000. That was a very nice little
windfall, rod it is helping the mines con-
siderably. This brings me to a point that
has been exercising the minds of members
representing constituencies in and around
Kalgoorlie, that the Government have trans-
fer-red. the obligation represented by the re-
bate on water charges to the wines. The
Chamber of Mines have been exercising
themselves pretty freely in the last few
weeks, by sending telegrams to members
and using the columns of the Press, to de-
nounce the procedure. The amount previ-
ously made available to pay for the rebate
on water used by the mines was taken from
loan funds under the Mines Development
Vote. The Loan Council definitely decided
that this was not an expenditure which
could be charged against loan. For this
year we have made provision under the
Sale of Government Property Trust Ac-
count for something like £45,000 to meet
the expenditure previously defrayed out of
the Mines Development Vote. It is too
early for me to say that that will be con-
tinued. Only the Treasurer could answer
the question, and perhaps not even he could
do so at this stage. We are hoping that a
change of conditions will occur before the
30th June next, and that the mines will not
suffr unnecessarily, because this would be
a heavy burden for them to carry.

Mr. Cunningham: Is it assured for this
financial year?

The MIINISTER FOR MINES: Yes; it
is on the Estimates, and the amount has
been transferred from General Loan Fund
to the Sale of Government Property Trust
Account. Over and above that, the mines
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have a heav' burden to carry this year
under the Third Schedule of the Workers'
Compensation Act. The premiums were
previously paid out of the disabilities grant.

Hosn. P. Collier: The amount is about
£30,000 a year.

The MTNTSTER 1FOR MINES: Alto-
gether the amount paid by way of water re-
bate and premiums under the Third Sche-
dule of the WVorkers' Compensation Act
amounted to over £C%,000 per annum. If
that burden were to fall suddenly upon the
Kalgoorlie mines it would prove a very seri -
ous blow. I assure members, and people out-
side the Chamber interested in the mining
industry, that we have a full realisation of'
the difficulties, and are hoping to find means
to prevent all of the lburdeii being east oii the
milning industry. We want to prevent the
mines from closing down, which I nam af raid
would happen if the burden were cast upon
them. Whether I shall be able to get the
necessary money will depend upon the Tr~a-
surer. I have endeavoured to show him
the seriousniess of the position, and if ways
and means can be found, I amt satisfied he
will do his best to provide the money. How
he will do it is more than he can say. I
have nothing further to add at this stage
lbecanse, outside the two or three items I
have explained, the expenditure is not much
different from, that of last year.

MR. MUNSIE (Hannmes) [8.61: I coml-
pliment the 'Minister upon the full statement
lie has given of the Mines Estimates. I was
pleased to hear many of the remarks that
have fallen from him, but there are one or
two matters about which I wish to inquire,
and I hope the Minister will be able to give
a satisfactory explanation of them when he
replies. I wish to deal briefly with the state-
ment of the Minister regarding the gold
bonus, and the proposals submitted.. I
realise the advantage that the industry is
receiving at present through the rate of
exchange. The first proposal submitted was
that £1 per ounce should be paid on gold
produced in Australia. It was definitely
stated in the written conditions submitted
to the Commonwealth Government that they
had a right to retain any difference accruing
from the exchange rate. Consequentlyv if
the Commonwealth had paid the bonus Of £1
ain ounce from the Treasury, the net amount
the Treasury would have to fInd at present
would be 13s. 5d. As a matter of fact, it

would not he pay' ing quite that amount. I
believe the mining industry is gaffing about
6s. 7d. The Commonwealth Government still
commandeer all gold produced, and the Corn-
mnonwealth Bank is allowed a certain per-
centaepe to pay for the cost of insurance and
shipping the gold to London. On the gold]
produced to the end of last month, and
shipped from Australia, the bank bad showvn
a profit of approximatels £1v6,000. If the
Commonwealth had been getting the total
exchainge, they would have received more
than the 6s. 7d. per ounce. The amount
would have been nearer to 7s., so that the
Commonwealth would have been paying a
bonus of about 13s. That proposal, how-
ever, was definitely turned down, but a sub-
sequent proposal was submitted. What the
intention of the Commonwealth Governmient
is I cannot yet say, because contradictory
statements have been publishied during the
past twoe days. I mnn hopeful that the second
proposal will be adopted. It provided that
the Commonwealth should pay £1 per ounce
onl all gold produced in Australia over and
above the 377,000 ounces produced last year,
but that the industry should have the right
to the difference arising from the favourable
exchange rate. Consequently, that would
mean not 2s. Od. anl ounce, but 2s. 6d. onl top
of the present exchange advantage.

The 1;inister for Mines: When that pro-
posal was put up there was no premium.

Mr. MUNSIE: There was a premium when
the first proposal wvas put up.

The Minister for Mines: No, it commenced
only onl the :30th March of this year.

Mr. VUNSIE: But when we waited as a
deputation onl the Prime Minister, there wvas
at bonus on gold.

lion. P. Collier: That was in July.
Mir. MVNSIE: Yes. If there is one in-

dustry in Australia for which a good case
for assistance canl be made out, it is the gold
mining industry. I do not care what other
industry may be assisted, if people were en-
couraged to engage in the production or
manufacture of any other commodity, one
thing that wvould result would be over-
production. With gold there is no possible
chance of over-production. I wish also to
refer to the position under the lkIiners'
Phithisis Act arid the Workers' Conipensatio!
Act. I assure the Minister that after my
three years' experience of administration, if
I can do anything to facilitate a satisfactory
arrangcement being made to withdraw from
the mines the men suffering fromt miners'
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phithisis, it will be done. The Minister said
that, unfortunately, the men did not leave
the mines as readily as they ought to do
when they were found to be suffering from
dust, that is plithisis. The explanation is
simple. It is not altogether a matter of the
conditions under the Mtiners' Phthisis Act
being better than those under the Workers'
Compensation Act, and that therefore the
men remain in the mine until they contract
tuberculosis and can come under the Miners'
Phithiais Act. Under the Third Schedule of
the Workers' Compensation Act they cannot
get any compensation for dust until they are
certified to be totally incapacitated. Con-
sequently, they have to work in the mines
until they are unable to work any longer,
because otherwise they cannot come under
the Workers' Compensation Act. It is not
a matter of their not leaving; they cannot
leave. If they do leave, they get nothing.
Therefore a man would be foolish to leave.
Hundreds of them left when informed by the
Mines Department that they were suffering
from dust and that, in the interests of
their owvn health, they ought to quit
mining. But they found it difficult to ob-
tain employment elsewhere, and within the
two years that they were allowed to return.
to the mines, many of them did return and,
on being examined, were found to be suffer-
ing from dust. The reasown, however, was
that they could not find employment else-
where. The Minister also referred to the
results of the recent examination. I think
the M-inister has taken a very generous view
of the abnormal increase, I do not know
what the figures are, hut when I left office
they were at least 150 per cent. worse as
compared with the corresponding portion
of the examination in the previous year.
That is rather alarming. The M1inistar
pointed out that it was due to the new
machine and more effective methods.
But the machine was there last year. I
drew attention to the point then. There
was a Press controversy on the subject,
After making many inquiries, I published
a statement; and it was then said that the
abnormal number of men brorught from
normal to silicosis early, or from silicosis
early to advanced, was due to the use
of the new mnachine. However, nothing
was said on that occasion regarding the
number of tubercular men. I do not want
to keep in the mines any mian Suffering
even from dust, especially if there is the
slightest doubt as to whether he is suffer-

ig from tuberculosis. I do not want
any man served with a notice that he is
suffring from tuberculosis unless it is
certain that he is suffering from the dis-
ease. Many men take it philosophically
and in a good spirit; but a fair percent-
age immediately upon their notification,
in an Australian phrase, "drop their bun-
dles" and are speedily gone.- It is a ser-
ious thing for any man, medical or other-
wise, to notify a miner that he is suffer-
ing from tuberculosis unless it is certain,
With all due respect to science and the
X-ray method, I still hold that a fairly
large number of men who were notified as a
result of this examination to be sufferers
f rom tuberculosis, would not diSclose any
trace of tuberculosis if put under any
other known test.

The Minister for Mines: I agree with
you.

Mr. 1'IINSIE: I mentioned that aspect
to the Minister some time ago. I know
of a man who worked in the Kalgoorlie
maines for some considerable time prior to
the passing of the Miniers' Plhthisis Act,
when there was no payment whatever for
men sufforing from tuberculosis. That
man found his health going. He certainly
had dust. He left the mines, and remained
away flop' them for about 31 years. Then,
feeling himself getting worse, he came to
Perth. Here he staved with a friend, who
advised him to see a doctor. He in fact
saw three of the leading medical men of
Perth. All three pronouncedl him to be
an advanced case of tuberculosis. The
man became very downhearted. As a last
resource his friend advised hima to go to
the Sanatorium and consult Dr. 'Mit-
chell, giving him a note to enter the
sanatorium. The man was in the institu-
tion for only nine days. On the recomn-
mendation of the friend, Dr. Mitchell pu±
the man under special examination and
treatmient for the testing of his expector-
ation. As a result, in nine days the man
was discharged as havking no sign or trace
of tuberculosis. The doctor simply said
that the man would in a short period spit
his lung away with phithisis, but that when
heo got rid of the lung he would be all
right. The man is at -vork to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: Doctors differ and the
patient lives.

Mr. MNUNSIE: The man is now work-
ing on the land with one lung. Hie spat
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the other lng. clean away, not owing to
tuberculosis but owing to phithisis. If a-,
the result of the X-ray examination the
least spot is found on a man's lung, no
ri k is taken; the man is turned down
for tuberculosis. Many mien have beent
turned down because they have the spot.
and not because they have tuberculosis.
Anything T can do to help the Minister
in overcoming thes.e difficulties I shall
gladly do. I have been informed that the
Minister has altered the conditions which
prevailed some little time ago as to treat-
ment of miners notilied to lie siiicrinlg
from tuberculosis early. Formerly, as soon
as the Mines Department received word that
a man had been found as the result of a
laboratory examination to be suffering
from tubpeulosis, bie was notified and pro-
hibited from further work, and naturally
was paid the award rate for the work he
had been doing at the time of his withdrawal
from the mines until Dr. M1itchell or Dr.
Stevens could go to the district and ex-
amine the man to ascertain whether or not
he was fit for light work. If he wsas cer-
tilled as totally incapac-itated, he came un-
der phithisis compensation. If lie was certi-
fied to he fit for light work, it becamie the
Government's duty to find him light work
or else pay him the ruling rate of wages.
Nowadays, when the Mfinesi Department
receive the laboratory notification that a
man is suffering fromi tuberculosis, they
do not serve the withdrawal notice on him
immediately,! but withhold it until the
doctor's arrival in Kalgoorlie; on the day
the doctor reaches Kalgoorlie, the mnan re-
ceives the notice of his withdrawal. The in-
terval may be a fortnight or three weeks.
Now, the Act was passed specially for the
protection of miners who had not got tuber-
culosis as against miners who unfortunately
had. In face of that legislation, it is wrong
to permit any longer time than is unavoid-
able to elapse before notifying an affected
man of his withdrawal. By the present
course, the department save the man's wages
until Dr. Mitchell can get to Kalgoorlie.
About that I am inot worried, but I am
worried about a maon who is left in the mines
after be is known to be suffering from tuber-
culosis. Further, I am told, though I can-
not vouch for the truth of it, that in some
cases Dr. Mitchell, in the face of a labora-
tory certificate that the man is suffering
from tuberculosis, has ordered him back to

the mines. I hope the Minister wil be able
either to explain that matter or contradict
the statement.

Bon. P. Collier: Such a man is allowed
to work on the surface of the mine, uim he
i.- not a danger to his fellow worker,.

Mr. MTJNSIE: My- information is that
the doctor ordered such men hack to work
on the mines--whether on the surface or
underground I do not know. Care is neces-
sary. I am prepared to admit that if the
Act is administered with literal strictness,
no man certified to he suffering from tuber-
culosis can work on a wining lease. I know
of a case in which after five -years, upon the
second examination, a man was found to be
suffering from tuberculosis. He was work-
ing on the surface, in the open air, and at
a fairly healthy occupation. ' There was no
duet at his work, and he was at least lOG
yards away from any other man. On the
doctor's recommendation he was permitted
to continue to work under those conditions.
I also know that such cases have occurred
previously. I would not -raise any objec-
tion to work of that kind being done by a
certified man. 12 the man cannot work on
the fields, he is brought to Perth. This fre-
quently means that he has to 'break up a
home in Kalgoorlie. Probably nowadays be
can get something for his home; hut he is
also under this disadvantage, that people do
not like to buy a house that is known to
have been occupied by a tuberculous man.
I am prepared to accept the Minister's ex-
planation. I was wondering how the hon.
gentleman would manage the reduction of
£7,000 odd on the amount to be paid for
miners' phithisis eases this year, when the
numbers are increasing so fast. To some
extent the Minister has explained it by
saying that the State Insurance office will
rebate the Government to the extent of
£10,000. I fear, however, that at the end
of the year the Minister will find £10,000
nothing like sufficient for the extra pay-
ments under the Act.

The Minister for Mines: We have to meet
our obligations, anyhow.

Mr. M17N TIE: Certainly. But I was
wondering bow the Minister was going to
find the money. Although the previous
Government were responsible for establish-
iug the State Insurance Office, the institu-
tion is still being carried on whether legally
or illegally.
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The Minister for Mines: We do not want
to introduce that subject here. It is not con-
nected with the Mines Department.

-Mr. MHUNSLE: Undoubtedly the State
Insurance Office, year by year, was showing
ait immense profit on the item of insurance
under the Third Schedule. It will continue
to show that profit while the Miners'
Phthisis Act is in operation, because it does
not pay the true or ordinary liability. As
I have previonsly mentioned, and as the
linister stated, men are not leaving the
mines because of having phthisis. At the
same time, the present position is not fair;
and that is why I raise the point. If the
Government cannot find the money, it is not
fair to ask the mining industry of this State
to pay £4 10s. per cent for insurance under
the Third Schednle, whilst the liability or
risk is not more than £1 10s. per cent.

HON. M. F. TROY (M1%t. Magnet)
[8.303: 1 was very pleased to hear the re-
marks of the mnember for Hannens, particu-
larly in respect to the operations of the
Minne' Phithisis Act and the Workers'
Compensation Act. I was also glad to hear
the Minister's promise with regard to the
transference of miners from the mines be-
fore they reached the T.B. stage, or the
advanced stage of miner's plithisis. I enn
assure the M11inister that we on this side
will gladly give him every help in that
direction. It is a proper precaution to
take men from the mines before their ill-
nes becomes too severe. In any arrange-
ment that is made, there will have to be
provision to place men in new jobs. It
is peculiar that men who have followed
the occupation of mining for many years
get it into their mninds that they are unfit
for any other work. No measure will be
satisfactory unless it is one that provides
some occupation that will enable the miner
to leave the industry not only in the in-
terests of his own health, but for his bene-
fit. .T approach these Estimates with mixed
feelings. I have no wish to be hard on
the Minister, but I have some grievances
which it will be realised are perfectly
legitimate. I shall be prepared to give the
Minister every assistance provided he puts
up a fight-which in my opinion he wilt
find it necessary to do-in the Cabinet.

The Minister for Mtines: I have my
gloves off.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister will
need them off, too. I was very elated when
.1 read yesterday that the Federal Govern-
ment had promised to grant a bonus on the
production of gold, but I was very disap-
pointed when I discovered this morning
that it was a canard.

Hon. P. Collier: It was a reporter's
mistake.

Hon. M,. F. TROT: This afternoon my
spirits were a little higher; I think there
is something in what we were told yester-
day, and the possibilities are that the
Prime Minister ma~y have given a hint, and
the hint was immediately accepted as the
decision of the Government. Those who
have been associated with the Ministry will
realise how those things happen, At any
rate, T am hopeful that the ederal Gov-
emninent will see their way clear to grant
the bonus on gold. At a time like thel
present people are looking round for means
by which we may tide over the existing
depression, and the country is full of amateur
economists, who tell us of nil the things that
might be done. In fact, we are absolutely
inundated with little pamphlets telling us
how we can get out of our difficulties. But
the extraordinary thing is that all these wise
men disagree, and so as a last resort, we atre
compelled to dcp end upon ourselves. I have
come to the conclusion that about the only
sound economy at the present time, if the
country is to he assisted, is a bonus on the
production of gold. In my own simple way
I have made tip lay mind on the following
bansis: The gold] basis against the issue of
notes is 25 per cent. What is proposed is
that five notes should be issued in paymient
for the production of gold worth £4, that
the Commonwealth Government should find
that £5 for the £4 worth of gold. We shall
be increasing the gold reserve. It might be
called inflation, but it cannot be inflation to
provide notes for the employment of people
in an avenue that is creating real wealth. It
would be inflation if we were paying for
goods which are sold to-day at a loss. In
the same way it would he inflation if notes
were printed for the mere purpose of pro-
viding work. For instance, the issue of notes
on work at Blackhoy would be a decided in-
flation. The issue of five one-pound notes
for one ounce of gold will increase the gold
reserve and will create that commodity which
man be utilised to pay our debts abroad.
That should be the soundest possible econ-
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oniy. Even though it might not be as, sound
as others suggested it will help us to tide
over the difficulty which faces us. It may
be the bridge by which Western Australia
can get over its. temporary difficulties until
such time as the prices of wheat and wool
improve to enable us to return to a period
of prosperity. It would be a mnighty good
thing for this country, and so'aetiig
that we should welcome with both hands.
I quite understand that a bonus of £1 an
ounce of gold would bring into prodution,
a large number of mines that are now closed
down. I know of one or two which 1 am
sure a bonus on gold would be the wmas
of re-opening, and I can conceive the large
number of lprospeetors who would be en-
ployed in the smaller shows in various parts
of the State producing gold. Even if they
were earning only a few pounds% a week,
there is always the prospect of nwkioig
something more. There are hundreds of
prospectors who have drifted to tire city
during the Inst 20 years because the city
offered facilities for the education of their
children, facilities entirely denied to them in
the back parts of the State, Tire children
of the people in the back country, if they

remain out there, must become the hewers
of wood and carriers of water. So we find
their parents drift to the city where they
can have their children educated and Iater
find employment for theni. Tn thint way
the population of the metropolitan area has
grown, and now, because of the lack of
employment, these people are goiniz back
to the golields in large numbers. They
are the men who would be employed. in the
smaller mines producing gold andi assisting
Western Australia to regain its fonner
prosperity. Again there wvould be a big
market for much of the produce grown in
Western Australia. Therefore I hope that
the encouragement we have been given in
the last day or two will be more definite
within the week, aud that the Common-
wealth Government will announce that it is
their intention to pay a gold bonus. 'What-
ever may be said by economists, I ami con-
vinced that such a bonus would help the
State to bridge its difficulties.

Mr. H. W. Mann: We shall be Prepared
to take the risk.

Hon. I1. F. TROY: I do not think the
risk would be great. We hee the cry about
the production of more wheat, more wvool.

and more butter, but what is the use of
producing all these things if they cannot
be sold, and particularly if the commodities
cannot be sold at a profit! We are only
impoverishing the community. If the whole
commiunity is engaged in producing com-
muodities that are sold at a loss, the eonw-
mnunity becomes more impoverished day by
day; so to-day the only3 thing we can pro-
duce which the world wants is gold, of
which there is a decided scarcity. Westen
Australia can produce any amlount of gold.
I do not know of any industary other than
muining in which men will caibark, their
labour for the sake of a small reward.
There is always the expectation of much
better results.

Hon. P. Collier: They never look for tire
basic wage.

Hon. "IL F. TROY: They arc preparedl
to work for months and months without any
return in the hope of one day striking it
rich. There are any number of those men
still in Western Autralia. The Minister
referred to the fact that the Wihlrna mine
will reach the production stage at the he-
ginning of the year. That may mean a
very rapid increase in our gold output.
The Wiluna. development is more important
to us than probably anything else, hefr-ause
of the fact that there is erected on that mind
the latest possible mining equipment.

Hon. P. Collier: And it will treat ores
that we could never hreat before.

Hon. ',A. P. TROT: The equipment is
the foremost in the world. There was a
time in this country when the K~algoorlie
field -was the best equipped in the worldJ,
but the Kalgoorlie people lost their oppor-
tunmity. They became too well off. They
were producing great quantities of gold
year after year, and while that gold was
being produced, while the midnes were iy
ing, the directors considered that every-
thing in the gar-den was lovely.

Hon. P. Collier: They' paid dividends and
did not give a thought to reserves.

Bon. M.1 F. TROT: And they did niot
bring the plants up to date. Then when
the evil day fell upon them they found
they had made no provision for the future,
with the result that they had to appeal to
the Government. The Government. of which
Mr. Collier was Premier, appointed 31r.
Kingsley Thomas; a Royal Commission to
investigate the position of the industry. 'Mr.
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Thomas was one of the foremost mining
men in South Africa. When the Collier
Government appealed to the South Afrrican
Government for the services of a man to
inquire into the mining industry of Western
Australia, the Union Government of South
Africa strongly recommended MNr. Rings-
bey Thomas. They said that M1r. Thomnas
was the one man wvho could be recoin-
miended and we were veryv fortunate in
securing his services. Although Mr. Thomas
wag associated with the Chamber of Mines
of South Africa, lie had no dlifficulty
in placing his finger on the weak
spot of Western Australian mining.
He declared that our mines had been
allowed to go back, that the industry bhad
been neglected, and that the existing posi-
tion was due entirely to the maladministra-
tion of the Chamber of Mines of Western
Australia. 'Mr. Thomas's report was most
scathing, and of course it raised the ire of
the mine managers in this State. The Chain-
her of Mines 'had year after year been
issuing manifestos to the people, laying the
blame for the position on the workers in
the industry. As a matter of fact, most of
what -was wrong -was due to the man who
was on top. Like other such men they had
became affluent and consequently hazy and
indifferent--some of them, of course, not all.
There are some outstanding men in the
Chamber of Mines, men of great capacity,
but one man bad never been down his, mine
for eight years, so Mr. Thomas discovered.

The Minister for Mines: Did he have

Hon. 'INI. F. TROY: No, he did not. He
apparently did not take the risks- When
I was M1inister for Mines it was alleged
1 was hard on the Chamber of Mines,
because I dlid not allow them to wring sums
of money out of me. My view was that
the employers in the industry were not do-
ing sufficint for themselves.

Hon. P. Collier: You embarrassed us up
there at the time.

Hou. 2M. F. TROT: Mr. Kingsley Thomas,
before going to London, told me that all
the money we might give these people was
of no value, and that it would be thrown
away. He urged that they should be made.
to stand 'up to their obligations, to improve
their own mining 6-perations and their equip-
ment. lie said they did not require half

a dozen managers, half a dozen different
staffs and so on, and that they should amal-
gamate their mines. He pointed out that
the Golden Mile carr-ied half a. dozen staffs,
at dozen sets of directors, and Ihalf
a dozen managers. He said the whole
thing ought to he controlled by a
few muon having up-to-date knowledge of
inifing operations, and that this was the
only way to restore the mining industry onL
the Golden Mile. They have had to come
to that since. To-day many of the mines
on the Golden M3ile are amalgamated, and
arc being brought uip to date. Whaterci
may have been said about the Chamber of
Mines in Kalgoorlie in the past, that
body is more alert and efflicient than
it has been in the past 20 years. That
is a fine thing for thme industry. If I were
Minister for -Mines, I might he agreeable
to helping the Chamber of Mines.

The Minister for iNnes: I heard you say
that once before from over there, anud you
were warned by your Premier about it.

Hon. M3. F. TROY: They had not mended
their ways. I had to resist them, and I
think I did so in the best interests of the
State. T did not resist them becauise I had.
anmythig against the Chamber. I resisted
them because I thought -it my duty to do
so, to see that they did their job properly,
and did not rely upon the State for aid to
which, in the circumstances, they were not
entitled. 1 ami glad to know that the indus-
try at Kalg'oorlie lies been resuscitated, that
to-day it is more prosperous than it hasi been
for manyv years. There is a hetter feeling
there of security and permanence. That has
largely been brought about hy ainaignina-
tions and by the added interest that hafs been
taken in the industry byv those in control of
mining affairs. It would be a fine thing for
'Western Australia if all our mines were
equipped in thme way the Wiluna aine is.

The Minister for Mie:There is room for
a lot of similar plants.

Hon. 1M. F. TROY: Yes. Mlany of the
mines would he working to-mnorrow if they
had the necessary equipment. The Youanmi
mine was closed down because the equipment
was obsolete and valueless. At the time the
company would have done something if the
Government of the day had assisted the
mianagement. They only required to get an
overdraft guaranteed for £:5,000 in order to
maintain a few hundred mn and keep going.
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The Mlinister for Mines: Only until the
£5,000 had gone.

Hon. M1. F. TROY: The Mitchell Govern-
went at that time denied the mine any asi9t-
anee. I do not blame the Minister for that.
I have seen the file and know that the
present Minister for 'Mines strongly urged
Cabinet to make the necessary provision.
The assistance was refused, but he came at
it again. I say of the Minister that he did
his utmost to keep the mine open. The
Premier was, however, unsympathetic as be
alwvays hs been in matters concerning the
mining industry.

The Minister for Mines: I think he was
right onl that occasion. I saw the mine after-
wards. If I have ever seen pig-rooting,
which is called gold-mining, commend me to
the Youan.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister had no
chance to see it later, because the miine was
closed down.

The Minister for Mines: I did go over it
afterwards.

Hon. "M. F. TROY: I am satisfied that
with proper equipment the mine would be
a good gold producer; in fact, I feel sure it
will be so again. I now wish to say a word
or two onl the recent medical examination of
the men onl the mines. This has perturbed
quite a number of men in the industry. A
larger number were turned down in com-
parison with the number examined that was
the case at the previous examination.
This was the work of one doctor.
I have nothing to say against him.
I believe he did his work to the
best of his ability and quite properly.
It *s however, a mistake to leave the ex-
aminations to one medical man. As pointed
out by the member for Hannans, mistakes
have been made in determining T.B. cases.
There have been numbers of instanc-es where
men have been turned down and prohibited
from further employment in mines by the
laboratory doctor, who was travelling the
country and making examinations, whereas
several of these men went to Kalgoorlie, and
were admitted to employment by the same
laboratory but by a different doctor. If the
gold bonus is ever obtained, a great many
men will be employed in the industry. We
do not want to have kept out of the industry
men who are still wvell enough to be employed
in it. It is not possible in any community
to get men who are entirely without physi-
cad blemish. Every man cannot be expected
to be like an athlete, in the pink of condi-

tion. It would be wise if the departmnent
would revert to the old method of examina,
tion by a board, such as was done in the
early administration of the Miners' PhithisiE
Act. The results accruing therefrom went
much more satisfactory than nder the
present system. No doubt the doctor in ques.
tion acted conscientiously, but he alsc
appears to have acted in error. Hut
at the same time he may not have
been in error; the other doctor may have
been wrong. Whatever is the ease, it will be
an embarrassment to the industry if num.
hers of men are turned down because they
are not perfect specimens of humanity. I
have one or twvo complaints to make with
regard to the present Administration, in the
hope that my remarks may prove a correc-
tive. The person upon w'homn we must de-
pend for the extension of the industry is
principally the prospector. He is the finest
type of mani engaged in it. He is the man
who opened up the country in the early days.
He took all the risks and made the industry
possible. That sort of man ought to be en-
couraged, but the present Administration
have done nothing but discourage him
When the Minister for Mines wvas in the
former regime, a prospecting vote was
arranged to give assistance to the
prospector. It was not given to all
men, but a number of them were
helped, and in that way the indus-
try was assisted. Lairge numbers of
prospectors were enabled to make a living
and produced a fair amount of gold which
kept the State batteries going. They re-
quired assistance only occasionally. To my
great regret and disgust, I find that large!
numbers of these men cannot now get either
sustenance or any sssistaace. Every time Z
have called at the Mines Department, since
the House met, I have been told there is no
money. I hope the Minister will improve
that position. These men must get assist-
ance and they ought to get it. It is incom-
prehensible to me that a Ministry can main-
tain a large body of men at Blaekboy, doing
nothing of any real value to the country,
and can deny ordinary assistance to men in
the back country who are helping to carry
on the mining industry and without wbosd
help the industry cannot be extended. If
the are discouraged, there will be little more
mninng development in Western Australia.
It may be good policy to get a body of men
into Blackboy, who might prove a menace
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to the peace of the Minister if they ward
allowed to roam at large; but it is bad pol-
icy to deny the man in the back country,
who would not come to the city to look for
sustenance, any reasonable help when he is
able to do so much for the State. During
the past few weeks we have been discussing
legislation having for its purpose the as-
sistanee of wheat growers. There has been
no difficulty about that. Parliament has!
promised all sorts of legislation to help
them. It is a lop-sided Parliament if
all the public support is to be given to
one class of the community, who can-
not help themselves, and that the men in
the back country who never come to the
city and are never heard of except through
their representatives in Parliament, are to
receive no support of any kind, and in effect
are to he penalised. I will not stand for
such a thing. Many of those in other in-
dustries who are already assisted as thd
result of our legislation are men who havql
done well in the last few years, whilst ther
are others, of course, who have not suc-
ceeded. There are men who have beer],
assisted by sympathetic legislation whe
have been able to take trips to Eng-
land. I know one man who complained)
about what the country owed him, and of
the disabilities under which he was suffering,
but two years ago be was able to take a trip
to the Old Country.

The Attorney General: You do not sup-
pose we are proposing to give any finan-
cial assistance to them?

Hon. 16. F. TROY: I do imagine it.
The Attorney General: I do not know

where the money is coming from.
Hon. Al. F. TROY: I do not know either.

I know that all the resources of the coun-
try air placed at their disposal. I do not
object to any muan being helped if he is in
difficulties. He ought to he helped, and I
would support the idea of helping him. I
do, however, object to the Government plac-
ing all the resources of the State at the dis-
posal of one section and denying fair con-
sideration to another section. The party oui
this side of the House never stood for that.
It never stood for the interests of one sar-
hion against those of another. Go where
you will in the country you will see
evidence of where the Collier Government
gave a fair deal to every section of the
community. I ask the Minister for Mines

to stand up for the men in the back coun-
try, and give them support and help, and
he and I will then have nothing to quarrel
about. So long as he denies support to
those men, he will find me expressing my
protests all over the country. I will go so
far as to say that I will organise their
grievances, tecause it is necessary that some-
one should stand behind them. I am hope-
ful the Minister will not be unsympathetic,
because he has had a long association with
the goldilelds. He has helped these men
in the past; indeed, he initiated the first
assistance that was given to prospectors.
The Minister has a large inspection staff
on the fields. He has inspectors of mines
who are not overburdened with work and
who could act as useful guides in
this matter. I feel sure we can
prevent anything being done that is
not in the interests of the State. Another~
objection I have to raise is in respect
of the carting subsidy. In the past the
Government gave the subsidy to prospectors
who were situated 25 miles or more from
a State battery, in order to enable them to
carry out prospecting work on mines that
otherwise could not be operated. It was a
wise provision. Quite a number of State
batteries have been kept going because of
that subsidy. I think the Warriedar State
battery was kept going as a gold producer
more from the proceed of that subsidy than
from anything else. That battery is distant
25 miles from the Ninghan, Bethany and
Field's Find mining centres. That repre-
sents a large area of country that has pro-
duced a lot of gold. I am sorry that the
subsidy has been cut down, because it is
not in the interests of the further develop-
ment of the mining industry of Western
Australia. I have heard it said that it had
been discovered that a number of prospect-
ors had merely carted old dumps to the bat-
teries. That may have been done in a fewi.
instances. That sort of thing will happen,
but it does not condemn the principle, be-
cause thousands of tons of ore genuinely
mined have been carted to the batteries and
will continue to be carted in the days to,
come. In those circumstances, it is neces-
sary that the prospector shall receive every
assistance possible from the Government.
Then, again, there is the concession regard-
ing the tonnage for free -treatment. That
concession has been reduced, but I shall not
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qjuarrel with the Minister on that score. My
major objection relates to the assistance to
prospectors and the carting subsidy. There
have been a few pettifogging economies that
I do not think should have been effected. I
have spoken to the Minister regarding the
closing down of the offices of the mining
registrars at MLenzies, Yalgoo and Sand-
stone, and the Minister has promised that
the mining population will receive the same
attention as in the past, even though the
mining registrars have been taken away. I
tell the Minister that the people in those
centres; may be able to get their miners'
rights from the honorary registrars, but many
people in those outback centres require as-
sistance in filling up papers and securing
additional information that can be given
only by official registrars. The same thing
happens in connection with the Lands
Department alid, as a matter of fact,
iii the head office an officer' is kept
solely occupied in writing out applica-
tions and doing other work on behalf of
applivantq'. The schoolmaster has been about
the land for a long time, but there are still
people ineapable of manking out ap~-
plications, and who require the assistance
of public servants to comly with the neces-
sary formalities. If that is not provided,
many' of the people I refer to would
not lie affluent enough to travel 100
miles from Sandstone to MAt. Magnet, for
instance, or to take similarly long journeys
from other points in order to transact de-
partmental business. Hon. members will
readily understand the difficulties under
which the people outback labour in this re-
spect. There are difficulties that I hope the
,Minister will rectify, because I look upon
these pettifogging economies that save a few
pounds here and there as not worth while.
Uniless we receive the gold bonus, which will
make the industry more prosperous, surely
there are other wvavs of effecting savings
apart from those that inflict hardships upon
men who live 600 or 700 miles away in the
back country. If the Minister were to carry
out an investigation, he might find oppor-
tunities of effecting, economies in the bead

offie iself Hemight find, particularly if
the industry does not progress, that there is
no necessity for several officers who are
drawing large salaries under existing eon-
dlitions. I suggest to the Minister that hel
should look arounid, if he desires to effect
savings, but I hope lie will not effect his

economies at the expense of the people liv-
ing in the outer areas.

The Attorney General: What about say-
ing- a hit on account of the voluminous an-
nual report of the Mines Department?

Hon. 11. F. TROY: 1 would not mind effect-
ing savings under that heading. If the Min-
ister will support me, I will be prepared to
move in that direction this evening. That is
all I desire to say on the Mines Estimates.
I shall he glad to work mast cordially witUi
the M Ninister, for I have no desire to em-
barrass him. All I want is a fair deal for
the people I have referred to because they
are the best type of men we have in the
country. They put up with all the disad-
vantages involved in living in the back coun-
try. Unfortunately, in periods of depres-
sion, the first thing any Government appear
to do is to attack the facilities enjoyed by the
people outback. Attacks are made upon
their railway and medical services, and in
many other directions. That is done because
the people are far from the seat of
Government: their protests cannot be
heard; they cannot give the Ooveinm~nt
any trouble. If the Minister (does a
fair thing by these men, I will 'lo the fair
thinag by him, and will help him in the in-
terests, of thme mining industry.

[Air. A4ngelo took the Chair.]

MR. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie) [9.7]:
1 will not occupy much of the time of the
Commnittee in dealing with the Mines Esti-
mates. 1 am thankful for the assurance
of the M1inister for Mfines that the sum, of
L45,000 will be continued as a rebate on
account (4 water supplies to the mines at
Kalgoorlie. I was under the impression that
the amount would be cut out. I remember
having yeaf' a report in the newspaper- a
few days ago, which indicated that certain
economies were to he effected in cur ,ectiou
with the ]-an expenditure under thev Miies
Development Act. However, I on. dand of
the Minister's assurance under that heading.
There is one matter I desire to hin, ander
the Mlinister's notice. In years '~tby ;t
has been the practice of those in authority,
when dealing with applications for assist-
ance to prospectors, to consider only the
applicatiens of those who were known as
old pr rpettors. Quite recently an applica-
tion was mad!' for prospecting assistance
by men who had not previously been eon-
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nected with the mining industry as pros-
pector . alThough they had that connection
as mine workers. There were others with
ain applI)ication in as well and, as a result
of their long association with prospecting,
theirs recv*ived first consideration and the
application of the younger men was not en-
tertained. To my mind that is altogether
wrong. There axe men who engaged in
prospeting 30 years ago and have grown
old in that occupation. I think the time
has ariived wheni the Minister should give
consi,leration to the yowiger men, irrespec-
tive of the fact that they have not had an
opportunity to undertake prospecting work
before. It wvill he remembered that in years
gone by, at the inception of mining in this
State, mnen caime to Wcstern Australia who
had had tic previous experience in prospect-
ing bat their work led in many instances to
the discover-y of mines. Mlany of them are
now old wgen and have outlived their use-
fulness as prospectors. That is the point
I want Pi hring under the notice of the Min-
ister and 1 want to urge him to give the
younger nfen all oportuflity. I urge him
to give ttat opportunity to men wvho are
physietillv fit to do that work and to put
up with the hardships inseparable from
such activities.

Air. H W. Mann: Would not those older
n, becgood guides to the young fellows?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM: There is no roy' al

road leading to a gold mine, nor is any
guide necessary to find the gold that is
already in the country. The M1inister should
give the younger men an opportunity to
engage in this work. Wie have heard quite
a lot recently with reference to the gold
bonus. So fax as my experieaice and know-
ledge of the industry leads me to under-
stand the -position, I am one of those in
this House wvho believes that the gold bonus
is as dead as Julius Caesar. I have never
believed that we will ever get a gold bonus,
and I do not believe we shall get it to-day.

Mr. Marshall: We may get it to-morrow.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM; If we were to put

a proposition before the Commonwealth
Government, through our own State Gov-
ernmfent, for assistance to enable necessary
developmental work to be carried out on
a pound for pound basis, for actual ap-
proved work accomplished to the satisfac-
tion of our own Minister for Mlires, I be-
lieve we would be able to attract a goodl

deal of money for the assistance of the
mining industry-. In addition to that, 1 be-
lieve it would he possible, provided we pre-
sented our ease properly, to get money for
the purchase of up-to-date and efficient
plant to enable ore to be treated on modern
lines. If we were to place such propositions
before the Ibideral Government, I think we
would meet with success.

Mr. Marshall: That would merely bol-
ster up old companies and not assist new
ones.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Not at all: 1 am
inclined to think that the bon. nmeinber must
have been asleep for some time! It is a
matter of assisting companies that are
operating to-day, but who have not the
money necessary to carry out essential de-
velopmental work. In addition to that, we
will give the leaseholders an opportunity to
take up leases and develop them on the basis
of a pound fo *r pound subsidy for actual
work approved and accomplished. That should
attract money to enable us to do something
of real assistance to mining. Although I
believe the g-Old bonus has gone-we will
never get it-if we present our case in the
proper way, we should be able to get suffi-
cient money to enable operations to be car-
ied on successfully along the lines I have
indicated. By that means companies and
leaseholders will get at least £2 worth of
work done for every X1 provided. In addi-
tion to that, we will force the participating
companies to prove their bona fides by put-
ting up their proportion of the necessary
money. That should induce people to come
to this State and should help the Common-
wealth Treasurer to agree to our request
for assistance. It would convince him that
we were out to do something for the fur-
ther development of gold mining in West-
ern Australia.

MR, MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.15):
I have no desire to east a silent vote on
these Estimates, and I must say I disagree
entirely with the theory of assistance to the
industry expounded by the member for
Kalgoorlie. It would simply bring money
into the State for the erection of new plant
and the development of long-established
mines, the shareholders in which, had they
been well advised by their managers, woul
have provided themselves with the necessary
money years ago. What would be the berne-
fit the hon. member's suggestion for thil
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opening up of new fields, for the purpose
of prospecting and initiating the discovery
of other goldfields? The scheme would be
of no use there, for the hon. member
himself emphasised that under the scheme
we should have £2 worth of work done for
the expenditure of £1. That connotes the
finding of £1 by somebody, and T do not
know any prospetor who could find a il
with which to win £1 from the Common-
wealth.

r.Cunning-hama: The prospector's lab-
our is his capital.

Mr. M NARSHALL: But in the (ircum-
stances that would not help him much. I
am convinced we are going to get the gold
bonus, but exactly how much it will be-

The Minister for Mines: And wen- -

Mr. MARSHALL: And when, are mat-
ters that must be left for the time being.
1 really do believe that we shall get encour-
agement for the mining industry and that
it will be in the form of a bonus, and that
without waiting for the far distant future.
Alleged economists say thart a gold bonus
is an unsound proposition, although many
of them justify bounties upon such comn-
mnodities as port wine, flax and sugar. In
99 out of 100 instances where a~sistanc
is being granted at present, no markeL
can be found for those commodities.
Mr. Parker MI~oloney, the Coinonwea!thi
INinister for Markets, is now touring
England trying to find markets for the
commodities on which Federal bonuses arc
being paid. So without posing as an eeo-
nomnist, .1 confess it appeals to me that the
one conmnodity on which a bonus could jus-
tifiably be paid is gold. The industry and
its product have been persecuted for years.
The price of gold cannot be increased, and
in fact we cannot always get the world's
parity for it. During the war it was de-
nied us. And in every other way the gold
mining industry has been saddled with
extra costs, such as tariff duties, in order
to provide bounties for the manufacture
of commodities for wvhich a market can-
not be found. Conversely, the world is
hungry for gold. I sincerely hope the Fed-
e,-al Government will shortly show them-
selves a little more favourable towards the
gold mining industry, and that in the near
future we shall have an entirely new ac-
tivity in gold mining. At the very su--
gestion of a deputation proceeding East

with a viewv to presenting the case for a
gold bonus, our Mines Department becomes
more active than it has% been for many
years. The Minister himself will agree
that the department has made many in-
quiries into the condition of old mining
shows in the expectation of a gold bonus
being granted. I think the gold produc-
tion has increased recently, which is very
encouraging in a State where the decline
in the gold yield has continued for many
years. This renewed activity is prin-
cipally due to the fact that many people
are expecting from the Federal Govern-
ment more favourable consideration for the
industry. Personally I believe we shall get
the gold bonus. I m like the member for
Mount Magnet: while I want to agree wvith
the Minister, I am afraid occasions will
arise that will preclude any such agree-
ment. The Minister for M1ines and I have
been continually wrangling for many years
past, expect of course during the term fol-
lowing upon his decision to do the State a
good turn by retiring from Parliament.
Now that he has come back to us .1 am
forced to comment a little harshly upon a
practice, not only of the pr-esent Minister,
but also of his predecessor, a practice
wider which anybody who can spin a
fairly good tale can expect concessions
from the Mines Department, concessions
not always granted to others. It is well
known that certain persons can hold up
fairly large areas of gold mining tene-
mtents. The time has arr-ived to enter a
protest against any further granting of
concessions over fairly large aras to peo-
pie who stoutly protest their intention to
raise money for the development of those
areas. The Big Bell lease, the Minister
must admit, was protected for quite a
period on the evidence submitted to him
that the gentleman concerned wvould raise
a large sum of money and devote it to the
development of the lease. That gentleman
proceeded to England, returning here last
March. I am informed by the Under Sec-
retary of 'Mines that the gentleman re-
ferred to cabled out to the department that
a diamond drill was on the way for the
purpose of boring on the lease, and that he
himself would return with the necessary
capital. I think that was the last the
Mines Department heard of him, notwith-
standing which the land is held up. And
there is an area of about seven square miles
reserved around the lease to which I am
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alluding. The Teservation of that land
came very unexpectedly. It was due to
the fact that the drill on that lease re-
vealed that the lode was pitching farther
east than had been expected. The one
man employed on the drill was accused of
getting inside information. At all events
he was wise enough to take out a lease on
the east side of the Big Bell proposition.
He got the lease, but the then Minister for
Mines, Air. Munsie, agreed to make a re-
serve around his lease and all along the
side of the Big Bell wine, going three-
quarter,; of at mile away. I agree that the
department should at all times protect it-
self and protect those who are prepared to
put moneyv into a mining proposition, but
I doubt whether they should hold up such
very large areas. I suggest to the Minis-
ter that he consider the releasing of that
reservation either in whole or in part.
Then if those concerned in the Big Bell
lease should require any further area, there
will be sufficient left for the purpose. I
could mention several other instances of
land being held for mining on the same
-old story that the money is earning, al-
though it never seems to get here. I agree
that the Minister did win his argument
regarding Wiluna, but that is the only
,ease -where, after a long period, the
money did actually arrive. Wiluna is the
shining star on the horizon of gold mining
in this State. I have travelled most of the
goldflelds of the world; I have been on the
Rand, I have been up in RhIodesia, I have
been in Central America, in the best part of
Asia-

The Minister for Mines: What on earth
did you come here for?

Mr. MARSHALL: 'Yet I have never seen
so well equipped a gold wine as that at
Wiluna. It is a lesson to all other com-
panies now operating in Western Australia.
Not only is there emtreme efficiency in the
wanner in which the lease at Wiluna is being
developed, but the management are more
than humane in their treatment of their em-
ployees. They are not treating their eni-
ployees as other companies do, sending thenm
hither and thither among the leases and
locating them in veritable rubbish spots, but
they have picked out suitable localities for
their habitations and in addition have cre-
ated recreation reserves. It is singular in
the history of gold mining in this State. r1
htope that when the railway opens, the Kal-

goorlie managers one and all will visit Wil-
una, if only for their own edification, for
they can learn quite a lot in Wiluna. I do
Rot say the Kalgoorlie managers are not up-
to-date, but certainly they are slothful and
sluggish.

fr, 'Munsie: Not all of them.
Mr. MTARSHALL: With very few excep-

tions.
Hon. P. Collier: The man responsible for

the opening up of Wihmna is a Kalgoorlie
man.

Mr. MARSHALL: That gentleman might
be an np-to-date manager, but he has played
a very small part in the development of
Wiluina. He has paid periodical visits to the
p lace.

Hon. P. Collier: Did not he design the
plant?

Mr. MARSHALL: No, the man who de-
sigoned it is now there, M1r. Harris. Mr.
Vail might have played a more or less ini-
portant part. I join with the member for
M1t. Magnet (Hon. Ai. F. Tray) in regretting
the delay in dealiiig with applications by
prospectors for sustenance. I know the diffi-
culties that have arisen and that money is
not as easy to secure as in the past, but onte
has to admit that if any section of the coini-
inunity deserves favourable consideration
over what might he given to any other sec-
tion, it is the prospectors. I do not nece-
sarily include all of them; unfortunately,
some of them do not do as well as others.
Generally speaking, however, they are pre-
pared to go out and sacrifice all the comforts
of civilisation and toil in isolated spots,
many of them alone. When men are willing
to make such sacrifices, the Minister is not
exceeding his duty if he grants themn not only
consideration but preference. It is pathetic
to see such men, after rendering years of
service to the State, quite down on their
luck and unable to afford the money to till
a prospector's outfit. It is very little good
talking about the gold honus or bolstering
up the industry if -we do not give first con-
sideration to the men who initiated it.. Every
ounce of gold taken from a mine leaves it
that much the poorer, Our first mission
should be to ensure that the prospectors are
well cared for and that their applications are
promptly and favourably considered. I hope
the TMinister will do his best to give imimed-
iate consideration to the applications that
have been lodged. When I spoke to one of
his officers, I was given to understand that
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an excessive number of applications awvaited
consideration. The Minister should get busy
and cleat with those applications expeditiously.
The M1inister showed discretion in handling
the pathetic side of gold mining. If he
continues along the lines indicated, he will
afford ani opportunity to overcome the
ghastly aspect of mining. 1 hope that the
increase in the niumber of men suffering
from tuberculosis, due to their employment
in the industry, will prove to be only tem-
porary. The Minister's predecessor in of-
fice gave us sonie astonishing figures, and
representatives of gold mining constitu-
encies ecrtanly expected the figures to re-
veal a decrease this year. As the years go
by, we hope that the mines will he cleaned
up as regards the men suffering from tuber-
culosis. At the same time, I admit that we
shall never get the disease entirely elimin-
ated, but we do not expect the number of
affected miners to increase, and that has
been the experience in the last few years.

Mr. Munsie: This year shows an increase
over last years, and last year's showved an
increase over the year before.

Mr. MARSHALL: It there was an in-
crease in the second year, a decrease in the
third year, and an increase in the fourth
year, it might be thought that the figures
had beeni faked. I do not suggest that that
is the position. If the industry is going
to cost so many lives, more drastic steps
will have to be taken, because the country
should not ask any section of the commun-
ity to suffer the pain that comes to the
borne of a miner when the husband and
father is slowly dying from disease con-
tracted during his employment. I hope that
future examinations will reveal a decline in
the number of sufferers. I congratulate the
MNiniister upon his return to office. He seems
to have been particularly fortunate. He
was a Minister when he left the public life
of this State and, by a miracle or an sac-
dtent, he was returned to public life and

cecured Ministerial office a well. That
might he due to the good judgment or other-
wise of the electors of Maylands. Any-
how, I offer him my congratutlations, for I
would prefer him to any other member of
the Cabinet as Minister for Mines. I do
not wish to flatter him, because he miakes
me feel most uncomfortable whenever he
is tripping through my electorate. I ask
him to assist the prospectors and see that

the holding up a]' gold mining leases for
indefinite periods on little tales spun to him
ceases. If one individual will not work
them, another will do so. I wish to thank
the officers of the department, whom I have
always found courteous and obliging. It
is a department to which I never hesitate
to go when I have cause, as the officials are,
always kind and considerate. Every offi-
cer seems to know his work thoroughly and
to do it efficiently.

MR. SAMPSON (Swani) [9.39]: There is
not much gold mining carried out in the hilts
districts, but there is Ai phase of life some-
what associated with gold nmining on which
I wish to speak. I was in Kalgoorlie a few
weeks ago and had an opportunity to inspect
it poultry' run carried on by a miner suffer-
ing from tuberculosis, a man who had been
compensated under the Act. I was impressed
with the hopeful outlook of the man. A
friend informed inc that since the man had
engaged in poultry fanining, his health had
improved greatly. It was suggested that in-
stead of the Government making weekly pay-
ments to "jej who had been removed froni
the mines, anr advance should be made suft!-
cient to enable those wvho so desired to en-
gage in the p)Qultry industry. It would be
a practicable, usefutl and economic-al pro-
position. I dare say the Mlinister has con-
sidered this matter. If lie has d]one so, I
should like to hear his views, and if not I
hope he will give it consideration. I was
impressed with the bright outlook of the man
and his family, and I hope that considera-
tion along the lines I have suggested will be
given to the question of assisting men who
have to leave the mining industry.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan-Maylands-in reply' ) [9.fil: Out
of courtesy to the members who have ad-
dressed themselves to these Estimates, I must
reply to some of the points raised. I realise
that inembers sitting in Opposition are con-
cerned about the policy of the Government.
I wish to assure them that in the main mat-
ters of policy affectingl the joining industry
do not change to any extent with a chaing4
of Government. W~e 1n'.y bold different
opinions on some matters of detail, but on
,matters of gnrlpolicy there is not much
in the way of a change. In reply to the
member for Hannrans (Mr. 'Munsie), let me
ssy that while Y agree with him to some ex-
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tent regarding the recent examinations, I amn
not so certain that the reasons are as lie
stated them. I am. satisfied in my own mind
that if we continue as we have been proceed-
ing- in recent years, we shall never clean up
the mines. 1i men are permitted to remain
in the mines after they have become silicotic,
it will iiot be long before they become tuber-
eUlOUS caSeS. I wish members to realise that
anl affected nuti may become. tuberculous
even if lie does, not 'remnain in a mine. He
may contract the disease fromt another
amongst. the ordinary population. We know
that can happen. That is the reason why it
is desirable, when men become prone, to at-
tack by tuberculosis and to develop it
.fapidly, that they should be placed in an
industry which wvill take them laway from
large centres of population to the fanning
districts or to engage in induistriea such as
that mentioned by the member for Swan in
the hills district. If they do not completely
recover, they have a chance of maintaining
their health for niany years. On the other
hand, if they lire in populous rientres, they-
are almost as liable to be attacked by
the gern of tuberculosis as if they
had continued to work in the mines.
If we permit them to remain as long as we
have done, we shall be continuing the wrong
system. I therefore hope, after consulting
with mnembers; who arp interested in this
matter, to effect a remedy.

Mr. Mar-shall: Something should be done
to stop the numbers from increasing.

The MIN-iSTER FOR MINES: The
number should be reduced. As was the case
in South Af rica, I hope to clean up the
position in time. The member for Hannans
referred to the fact that we have not immne-
diately prohibited men from being employed
in the industry, on receiving an intimation
that they are suffering from T.B. A man
may eojract T.B. within a month of his
examination, and continue working in the
mine for 11 months before he is again exam-

-ined. After all, if he remains for an-
other fortnight, and we can send the doc-
tor who is appointed for the purpose into
the district to see him, and decide what
coarse Should be adopted, that is not likely
to be a serious matter. It would be bet-
ter, of course, if we could give him notice
at once to cease work in the mines, but we
want to he reasonable to him as well as
to the general taxpayers. No great

hardship will accrue by asking him
to wait a fortnight or so for the doctor to
see himi and decide what should be done. The
doctor does not order these men hack to
thme mine if they are reported to he suffer-
ing from T.B. He may arrange to con-
Utie the employmenit of these men on the
same mines but he first of all satisfies him-
self that the place in which it is proposed
to work them is isolated from the other men
on the mine, and that the occupation is a
healthy one from their standpoint, Unless

he can ensure that this is done, the men are
taken out of the mine altogether. Some
rather serious anomalies are created as a
result of the wording of the Act. I have
not been able to discover that there is any-
thing more healthy by way of occupation
than prospecting. It should be quite healthy
for a man to dig trenches across a lease
in the endeavour to discover gold. In some
eases, however, we have had to prohibit men
from doing that work. One manl was work-
ing on the Patricia field. He took -up a
lease and was able to dispose of the option.
The purchaser was prepared to employ him
to put in a costeen across the lease. No
one else was working on the lease or any-
where near it. We discovered, however, that
as he was a prohibited man he could not
be employed on what wvas virtually his own
lease although he bad sold the optioE He,
therefore, had to renmain idle while the othei
people decided whether they should exercise:
the option or not. I am sure members op-
posite will agr-ee that is highly absurd. -We
should not go to extremes in such cases be-
cause it does no good for anyone to do st..
Generally s~peaking prospecting is a healthy
oecupation for a ant who is only very
slightly affected with miner's disease.

Mr. M1unsie: There axc 48 at it now.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,

they aire working their own shows. When
they sell the option they cannot continue
to work on the leases. They become em-
ployees in the mining industry, ad there-
fore have to be prohibited from working.
When my predecessor in office, the member
for Hannans, drew my attention to the
number of men who had been reported on
the recent re-examination, I asked for in-
formation on the point. I received a lengthy
report, two paragraphs of which I will read.



1252 ASSEMBLY.]

They are from the Chairman of the Miners'
Phithisis Board, who said-

With regard to the 107 cases of silicosis,
plus tubveulosis, amid tuberculosis only re-
ported, as compared with 4S, last year, the
Chief Quarantine officer General also ex-

plained that the number of these cases would
fluctuate fromt timei to time as advanced Eili-
cotic cakes are p)rone to develop tuberculosis
if they comie into contact with a person
suffering trom T.B., and he further mentioned
that a good deal also depended upon time doe-
tor examining the men, Ile stated, for in-
rt::mire, that at the first examination a mnin
~-orkimij. ti a mine nmighmt be found to have a
.ntll spot of T.13. on his lungs, but was no
,ainger to almy person antid in every other
:espct-t strong and healthyv and fit to comtine
at work. The doctor, k~nowing that the mni
would be rc-exaineol in 12 nmomflhs woulm
therefore lieralit. him to continue at work.
-It the second examination it might be fouind
thint time spot had increased slightly, but that
in every' other respect the man was in the
nanme condition a.- at thle first examilnation,
and time doctor might allow himt to continue
iii work for amother Year. A-t the third ex-
amination, however, it might he found that
thv spot hadl further increased -it Size, and
timet thle disease had beome definitely at-tive,
and the doctor would then report the loan as
ruofering front tubercolosis, or s1iioqis plus
tuher-ulosix, as the ease aight lie, whereas
niiothcr doctor might have reported hini at
the first sign of activity of the dlisease imi the
se'olld examnatioin.

That is what has, really happened. Quite a
number of people are not conscious of thle
fact that they have a small spot on the lungls.
It may never become active. One doctor
immediately discovers it by means of the
X-ray. If lie finds the slightest movement
at the next examination, on the rounds of
safety lie reports the ease as T.B. Another
doctor imight, omi the second examina-
tion, say there is not much sign of activity,
andi that &-; the man will be seen 12 months
later he thinks he can pass him in. We
have to deal with the matter in a different
way. We must get out of the mines the man
who reaches an advanced stage of silicowis.
We cannot permit him to continue in his
ownn interests and I hope to find a method of
overcoming the difficulty. The member for
Mt. Magnet. (Hon. Mf. F. Troy) made refer-
t'nee to prospecting anti carting subsidies.
I admit timat in normal circumstances we
could probably afford to lie pretty liberal
in these matters, but uinder existing condi-
tions we cannot lie as liberal as we would
like to be. Carting subsidies are helpful to.
the prosipector, and to an extent to the de-
partment that controls State batteries. By

providing carting sumbsidies we reduce the
capital cost through not having to provide
State batteries in every small goldields cen-
tre. I am afraid, however, that unfair ad-
vantage has been taken of the subsidy in

so ecases. I believe there are instances
where men have carted old dumlps, not for
the purpose of getting the gold return so
muclh as for the purpose of being paid to
do the carting. It was a good propositian
for them, and the amount of subsidy allowed
made it worth while. The subsidy is in-
tended to be a part payrment for the service
done. If the whole amount is paid it be-
comes a grant. If a man thinks his proposi-
tion is worth while, he should pay something-
towards the cost of taking the ore from the
point of production to the point of treat-
ment. I have therefore amended the regu-
lation, which I think is still fairly liberal.
The regulation now reads--

A subhsidy will be paid on ore carted to
S-tate batteries for treatment outside a radius
of' five miles fromt such batteries. The total

munt of LubsiAdy shall no 't exceed 16s. Sd.
pir tonm and the rate shall not exeedt U. per
ton per mile.

That is a subsidy apart from the cost. I
admiit it is not the full cost.

Ore catted over five miles to a siding and
titeo railed to a State battery, a subsidy not
sveci ug Sd. per ton per mile for the dis-

tancee ove r 5 mjiles to qj siding, plus the railage
to the State battery, uip to a maximam of
i16s. 8~d. per tea.

Ore carted five miles or less than five miles
to a siding, and thence railed to a State bat-
tery, the total cost of eartagl and railage,
provided both charges are considered reason-
able by the department, less 7s, f3d. per ton.

Payment of subsidies shall be restricted to
ore which has been ained and raised by
present holdets of muining tenements; filling
from old stapes shall not qualify for subsidies.

If ini the opinion of the 'Minister far Mines
circumlstances justify such action, the rate of
subsidy may be reduced bielow 8d. per ton
per mile. In exceptional cases the Mfinister
for Mtines may increase the rate of subsidy
albove 8d, per taa per mile.

We have fixed 8d. per ton per mile to be
accepted as the rule. That will opply writh-
out further reference.

H1on. M1 F. Troy: You have. made a re-
duction of one-third.

The MINISTER FOR )tt1d5,: Yes. I
consider that the previous isub. dy, whilst
justified under the conditions that prevailed
until recently, cannot he justified to-day. It
wa-s not a subsidy, but a rant sufficient to
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cover the cost of cartage. Quite a number
of men were operating trucks in order to
earn the subsidy, and men were being in-
duced to cart old dumps merely to get the
subsidy.

Hlon. M1. F. Troy: Give an instance of
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only one
day last week a case was brought under mny
notice, when I was asked to prosecute, bunt
I declined to do so.

Hon. MW. F. Troy: You should prosecute.
The MINISTER FOR MINES; No. The

man only did what scores of others have
done, namely, took advantage of the liberal
provisions which my predecessor had pro-
vided at a time when it was probably quite
right to give them. To-day it is not pos-
sible to afford these facilities. This is a
fair and reasonable subsidy to grant

Hon. MW. F. Troy: Why embarrass all
prospectors because of the actions of a few'?

The MI~NISTER FOR M1INES: I asked
recently what this subsidy amounted to. I
received a complete report from the In-
spector of State Batteries, who gave a re-
turn showing all the crushings at the bat-
teries, the number of tons subsidised, the
amount of the subsidy, the subsidy per ton,
and the percentage of subsidised ore. He
wound up by saying-

We have not segregated the actual returns
from subsidised ore, but taking the gold wont
for the year endled 30th Decrmiber, 1999,
namnel y, C86,356, inl apportioning it in apeord-_
aitee with the tonnage subsidised, we find
that such tonuage produced £48,000, equal to
approximately 11.300 fine orzs. The 1~6,952
subsidy was paid equal to a bonus of I 2s. 3d.
on each fine oz. recovered.

Hon. MW. F. Troy: But it helped the in-
dustry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Federal Government are talking about a
bonus of £1 an ounce, but here is a cartage
subsidy alone amounting to 12s. 3d. per ton.

Hon. MW. F. Troy: A paltry £8,000 a year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
there is another side to the question. Whilst
being fair and reasonable to prospectors in
remote parts of the State, to men who bave;
to cart and rail great distances, I must con-
sider the conditions now prevailing. I must
find sufficient money to do these things. It
will be hard enough without doing so on the
basis that previously existed. I have already
stated that those provisions have been taken

advantage of, not for the purpose of pro-
ducing gold so much as producing eartagd
and earning the subsidy.

Hon. 1W. F. Troy: Not at all. Men will
not take on cartage that lasts only for a few
days. Look at Warriedar.

The MINISTER FOR INES: War-
riedar has had a good cut out of the sub-
sidy. In that centre the amount of subsidy
paid was £C1,160 on 1,310 tons. I know the
hon. member is anxious about the matter,
but so are we all. If we could find the
money, I should raise no objection to the
payment of subsidies. I cannot, however,
justify the subsidies on cartage alone, to-
gether with all the rest of our losses. The
cost of operating our State batteries, includ-
ig cartage and railage subsidies, amounts,
I well believe, to £1 per ounce for every
ounce of gold produced. No one has any-
thing to growl about over that.

Hon. MW. F. Troy: You must consider all
the batteries in the State, and the mn you
keep out in the bush. They are better there
than in the city.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
complaining of the hon. member's attitude.
There is, however, a point beyond which we
cannot go. The regulation, which has re-
cently been gazetted, goes as far as I can
expect the Treasurer to meet the position. r
hope, however, things may brighten up a
little later on. As I said on the Address-in-
reply, I know I shall get what my prede-
cessor got when he announced that a good
deal of the expenditure under the Mining
Vote would have to cease. He said that a
good many of the prospecting and susten-
ance allorwances would be affected.

Hon. Al. F. Troy: He got the money all
the same.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He was
severely criticised for his statement. But hel
got money from a source from which I can-
not get it-the Disabilities Grant. It is all
very well for the member for Mt. M.%agnet to
adopt his present attitude: but the member
for Haunans, after having made the very
definite announcement I have quoted, was
only enabled by the assistance of the Trea-
surer from the Disabilities Grant to continue
assistance for a further period. The Dis-
abilities Grant hasq ceased. I must find the
money from another source. I want the
mnember for Mt. Magnet to be fair in regard
to realising-
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Hon. M1. F. Tray: D~o you realise that the
farmers of this country--

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: I shall
not argue the subject from the point of view
of what some other industry has received.
The hon. member can adopt that attitude if
he likes. All the story has not been told as
to the amount of assistance rendered by
previous Governments and the present Gov-
ernment to the mnining- industry. r11 the
cireumstances I ask the hon. member to be
reasonable and accept my assurance that as
soon as the Treasurer tells me funds will be
as easy to obtain as previously, I shall he
no less generous in this matter than my pre-
dlecessors have been. It is all a question of
funds. I am grateful to hon. members for
their acceptance of the Mines Estimates.

Hon. MK F. Tray: What about assistance
te prospectors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Until the
Treasurer can find funds, I do not know bow
far we can go in that matter,

Hon. AL F. Troy: what is the reasurer
doing about it!

The INISTER FOR 'MIXES: 1 have
seen the Treasurer often enough. The hon.
member can see him. The hon. member has
lieen a M-iinister of the Crown, and therefore
knows that it is the easiest thing in the world
to spend money, if it can he found. 'When in
Opposition tile hon. niember said that if he
were Minister for Mines lie would do such
and such things.

Hlon. M,. F. Troy: I did themi.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. Hie

said he would put up at battery in every
place where gold was found.

Hon. M. F. Troy: t did it, too.
The )\IlNISTER FOR MIINES: The hon.

member was told by the then Le-ider of the
Opposition, "Do not commit us too far; we
may get there." It is all in "Hansard." The
first request the hon. member, as Minister
for Mines, got for a State battery was from
Yalgoo. As a private member he had said
that if there was one place in the State which
should have a State battery, it was Yalgoo.
Hut when he was Minister for Mines he
turned down the application with a thud.

Hon. 31. F. Tray: No. In order to prove
Val-oo's claim to a State battery-

The MINISTER FOR]MINES: The hon.
member had already proved Yalgoo's claim
to a State battery, before hie was Mfinister
for Mines. He had said definitely that Yak-
ginowarrantted a State baltlery. It is all very

well for him to adopt his present attitude
when he is not responsible for finding the
funds. The position is different to-day. I
have to accept wvhat flunds are available to
mue. I acknowledge that the mining industry
and the men engagxed in it are entitled to
the best we can do for them, but I cannot
go beyond what funds the Treaiurer can
find. My imimediate predecessor had diffi-
cuilty in finding funds.

Hon. P, Collier: Just as I him] difficulty.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. It
was due largely to the generosity of the late
Treasurer that, the late Minister for Mines
was able to do as, well as be did. I shall be
delighted if on the 30th June next I can tell
the House that the Treasurer haws found me
till the money I am asking the Chamber to
agree to now. I w~ill see that my end of the
stick is kept up in that respect; if the other
departments get their funds, I will get wine.
If they do not, I have no definite assurance
to give. I cannot do what is impossible;
Money is not available now as it was previ-
ously, and we have to do our best with the
tools available.

Hon. 11, F. Troy: We want aoutetbing,
anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: You wilt
get it.

Hon. 31, F. Troy: We have nothing.

Item, State M1ining Engineer and Chief
Inspector of Mlines, £060:

Hon. M1. F. TROY: This salary shows
an increase of £C60. The Mines Department
not being very ative, what is the reason
for the- increase? This is the gentleman
who controls thu expenditure of the 1fin-
ing Development Vote, subject to the Min-
ister. I admit that the office is highly im-
portant Find that the officer is entitled to a
corresponding remuneration. In reply to the
Minister's remarks as to mny having pro-
mised batteries, I -wish to say that in re-
spouse to a request from my own elector-
ate for a battery at Yalgoo, I said that the
Yaigoo people would get a battery if they
provided the ore. I agreed to rail free from.
Yalgoo to the Cue battery 1,000 tons of ore
to prove the results. Here the 'Minister tells
us he vannot get a penny from the Treasurer
to assist prospecting. The previous Goy-
erment found money for that purpose. The
present M3inister says that I gave the pros-
pectors nothing.
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The 'Minister for Mines: I did not say
that.

Hlon. M. F. TROY: I gave the men in
the back country the greatest opportunity
they have had since Mr. Gregory sent out
prospectors. If the Minister has not a
penny, why is there an increase in this sal-
aryI

lion. P. Collier: That will be a grade
r'ise, owing to reclassification.

Ron. M. F. TROY: When Minister for
Mines I abolished the position of Chief In-
spector of Machinery, which in my opinion
is an entirely separate office and should not
be provided for in this department. I made
Mir. Howe, State Battery Superintendent
and Chief Inspector of Machinery. At that
time Mr. Matthews, I understand, was
spending the whole of his time in the office,
doing no work outside. I effected a con-
siderable saving there. Now, I understand,
the Deputy Chief Inspector of Machinery
is spending all his time in the office. If
the Minister effects savings in the Mines
Department by cutting out assistance to
prospectors and facilities in the back coun-
try, why does he not economise in his own
office? I -was able to do it I was able'
to make effective economies. If the depart-
ment have no activities and no money, why
this expenditure at head office? What are
the head office staff doing? I daresay this
increase is a grade increase and the officer
a very good officer; 'but still I contend that
instead of people in the back country being
penalised, we should have some economy in
the head office.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member will know that the in-
crease in the salary of the State ining
Engineer is quite out of my control as it
is: an automatic increase to which lie is en-
titled under the classification. That is the
only reason why the increase is shown. I
do not say there is no money available for
any purpose. The Loan Estimates show that
£31,000 is pjovided for the development of
goldfields and mineral resources and there
is an additional £45,000 under the Sale of
Government Property Trust Account, which
provides £V76,000 as againht £91,000 luzt
year. I do not know whether the hon. meni-
her suggests that because we shall not have
quite so much money available as formerly,
we should undertake drastic retrenchment.
If we secure the gold bonus about which

the member for Murchison is so confident,
the Mines Department will -be asked to
undertake most of the work in connection
with applications for the bonus. T do not
desire to understaff the department. In
muy opinion, there is no other Goverinent
departmnent that is run more economically
that the Mines Department, the officers of
which have to carry great responsibility.
I will not be a party to any foolish reduc-
tion in the staff. I know the hon. memiber
did a service to the country when he re-
duced the staff some years ago, but the
explanation of that was to he foundi in the
way branches of the department were scat-
tered all over the place, due to thp lack (if
housing accommodation. It is my-% inten-
tion to spread the money available as in
the past, in rendering assistance to the in-
dustry in the best possible way.

Item, Inspectors of Mines, £C3,288:

Mr. AfUNSIE: Will the Minister give us
some information as to the intentions of
the Goverumnent regarding -workmen-s in-
spectors 7 Previously four were employed,
but one was found to be suffering from
tuberculosis and had to be withdrawn froin
the industry. I have been informned that
it is not the intention of the Government
to call for applications with a view to Ell-
ing the vacancy, and that it is intended to
reduce the number of workmen's inspectors
employed,

The MINISTE3 R FOR MINES: I am not
in a position to say what will be done re-
garding -workmnen's inspectors. At piesent
there is no intention of filing the vacancy
caused by the removal of the officer to whoml
the hon. member referred. I view the work
of these inspectors largely as that of eheek.
inspectors. They have neither the know-
ledge nor the training the departinentnl ii'-
spectors have and cannot be expected to
do their work or carry simnilar responsi-
bility. We should have workmen'q inispec-
tors to protect the interests of the muon
fromi certain standpoints only. I have no
intention of redueing the number of work-
mn's inspectors unless the financial posi-
tion becomes such that we shalt have to
carry on with perhaps; two instead of three.
I can tell hon. memnbers that I have dis-
pensed with the services of all the. work-
men's inspectors in the timber industry be-
cause'There is nothing for them to do owving
to the condition of that industry.
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Mr. Marshall: Wh at; was the explat~a-
Lion for the alteration in the duration of
the appointments?,

The 'MINISTER FOR 'MJNES: That
was to enable us to consider whether we
should continue employing the present num-
ber or not. There is no intention at present
of altering the number of workmen's inu-
spectors, but should a vacancey occur then
we might have to reconsider the position.

Item, Deputy Chief Inspector of 'Machin-
ery, £E600:

Hon. A. F. TROY: Will the Mfinister
tell us what are the duties of this partic:u-
lar officer? The inspection of machinery,
branch has a small staff. I had a lot to
do with this branch and I found imposi-
tions. I found there was a Chief Inspector
of Machinery, but another man in the office
was doing the work. I found a lot of win-
dow dressing that tended to magnifx' the
importance of the office, and the cost was
a charge on the general community.

The 2AfIN1STER FOR NINES: The
Chief Inspector of M1achinery is also the
State Mining Engineer and the Chief
Inspector 6f MIines. The Deputy' Chief
Tnspector of Mfachinery is the only
man who is filling- an office position in charge
of the district inspectors who formerly numi-
hered eight, but now number six. The offi-
cer's work cannot possibly he undertaken by
the State Engineer, who has to carry the
reF-ponsibilitv but naturally requires assist-
anee.

Hon. 21. F. TROY: The State 'Mining
Engineer has an assistant who is receiving
£8404. The department is not active.

The Minister for Mlines: Which depart-
ment -1

Hon, 31. F. TROY: The 'Mines Depart-
mpnt. I administered it and I know all
about it. At one time the department was
most active, but unfortunately it is not no-
tire now. The State Mining Engineer has
an assistant and then, as head of the, ma-
chincry branch, he has a deputy chief in-
spector of machinery. I am interested in
this department, for it has been consistently
built up in many respects. I carrNie out
certain re-organisation, hut since the depart-
mient was re-organised-

lion. P'. Collier: It has re-oiganiqed it-
el baek to where it 'was.

Thu MAlmbteg fox Mlinesi: And I would
hate ro inteifere with your work.

Hon. 211. F. TROY:- When I left the de-
partment there was no assistant for the
Chief Inspector of M1achinery.

Hon. P. Collier: Now you are criticising
your own re-orgasusation.

Ilon. 21. P. TROY: No, but there was no
deputy chief inspector of machinery. That
post was wiped out and two other position-,
were amalgamated. It is not necessary now
to have a deputy chief inspector of machin-
ery. And I believe there is also a senior
inspcctor of machinery. There is no neces-
sity for an officer to sit down in an office
doing largely clerical work and styling him-
self Deputy Chief Inspector of Mfachinery.
He should be able to find more suitable
work out in the field. The Minister mnight
well effect a saving there.

Itcim-lnspeetor of Mtinecs, special ser-
vices, £C24:

Mr. M17NSIE: I should like the Min-
ister to tell us who is now making inquiries
and securing the information necessary to
the Miners' Phthisis Board. This work was
previously done by the workmen's inspec-
tor, Mr. Darcey.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 asked
the chairman of the MNiners' Phthisis Board
how .'hey proposed to carry on with the
lesser umber of members, and he said there
would be no difficulty whatever. He re,-
peated that to me quite recently. The
work is not nearly so great now as it was
in the early stages.

Mr. MUNSIE: Is Mr. Phoenix doing- the
work?

The Mlinister for Mines: Yes.

Mr. MtJNSIE: I have no objection to
that. Mir. Phoenix, the chief of the district
inspectors, is recognised as the ventilation
expert. Until quite recently none but 'Mr.
Phoenix and the workmen's inspector, MNr.
Darceyv, made any test of temperatures. 'Mr.
Phoenix is exceptionally well qualified for
the parpos. . hut if he is doing also the work
for the Mkiner!W Phthisis Board,) I think he
is being asked to do too much. Whenever
the examiinations are being held and the doc-
tor is away from Kalgoorlie. Mr. Phoenix,
because of his knowledge of the work, has
to carry extra responsibility.

The MI1NISTER FOR MLINES: So far
as I can obtain the information, Mr. Phoenix
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finds no difficulty in doing this work for
the board.

Vote p)1t and passed.

Vote-Concil of Industrial Development,
£l,7 75-agreed to.

Vote-Siate Labour Bureau, B3,421:

Mr. H. V. MANN: I should like to know
from the Mtinister what steps he intends to
take tor the re-organisation of the bureau,
which is rcally useless as it is to-day.

The INISTER, FOR INDUSTRY: I
have lots of intentions but I cannot an-
flunce them yet, because if I start re-or-
ganising, this department I do not know
quite wherc it will end. But certainly I
have intentions.

Vote put and passed.

Voec-Al1inister for Police £-254,842:

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.29 p.m.

''Tursday, 23rd October, 1930.

fAset to Blls........................ ...
Qnastloo : ling perndfts .. .. .. ..
Mdotion : Traffic Act, to disallow regulaton..
BMal: Main Rads, 3A. .. .. .. ..

Verin Act Amendment, report .. ..
Ednctlon Act Amendment, report ... ... .
Parliamentary Allowrance Amendment, so...

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took
Chair at 4.30, and read prayers.

PAGE
1257
1257
1268
1260
1260
1260
1.281

the

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1. High School Act Amendment.

2. Supply (No. 2), £970,000.

QUESTION-MINflfG PERMTS.

Hon. E. H. HlAR-RIS asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: 1, Under
Section 31, Subsection 4, of the Mines Regu-
lation Act, 1906, how many permits have
been issued since the 1st January, 1930-(a)
originals, (b) renewals? 2, How many such
permits, or renewal of permits, have been
refused? 3, What permits have been issued
under this section since the 12th July, 1930?
4, What are the names of the persons to,
whom, and the names of the mines on which
(a) permits have been issued, (bi) renewal
of permits has been refused9 5, What were
.the reasons for such refusals? 6, Have any
complaints been lodged regarding the safety
of the mining hoists? 7, Have any sugges-
tions been made as to the desirability of
amending the Act, and/or do the Mines De-
partment contemplate amending the Actl?
8, How many permits are in force?

The MINISTER
WATER SUPPLIES
(b) one. 2, Three.

FOR COUNTRY
replied: 1, (a) ten;

3, Five. 4, (a)-

Permits issued since 1-1-1930, date ex1.ircd or
to expire, and "nine.

.1. A. Smith, l5*930-llorseshoe \fine, Boul-
deCr.

Southeombe, W. A., 18w9-a0-ak View
South, Fimistou,.

RP-U 111, R iChJar d Trail, 17 -9-30- E' ,lterpri se
G.M., Boulder.

Dean, -Richard -John, 207-9-30-litterprise
(4.1., Boulder.

McKay, John Howat, 5-1l-3O-Glermairn Ex-
tended, Greenbushes.

Do Paoli, Giacomo, 5-11-30-Great Victoria
IMine, Burhidge.

Douglas, iKeitlh Dunbar, 13-2-1-Lake View
Lease, rimiston.

Gayiior, William, 21-2-al-Great Boulder
G.M., Finiston.

Smith, -aines Albert, 16--31-Lake Viewv and
Star (H1orseshoe), Fitniston.

Edwards, Oeorge, 3-4-31-Clhii 9052, Green-
bashes.

Rosewvarne, Albhert Edward, 10-31-Lake
View (.1,Finliston.

(b)-
Permits ref used.

Glunii. Richard Trail, I -1-30-Enter,,rise U.M.,
Boulder.

Glum,, Ri-hard John, 1-10-30--Enterprise G.M.,
Boulder.

Oireenlaill, Thomas William, I-I 0-30-Enter-
p)rice (331., Boulder.

5, It is considered that permits should be
granted only for a limited depth. The
Enterprise shaft is down 400 feet, and in
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