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Hon. G. Fraser: If they can do it in the
country districts, why not in the metropoli-
tan area?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The multitode
of affidavits are made in populous centres
like Perth, Fremantle, Kalgoorlie, Nor-
tham, York, etc, where there are prae-
tising solicitors. In all those places
are to be found men enrolled by the
courts as commissioners for taking affi-
davits. When affidavits taken by them come
before the courts, they can be verified as
to the signatures of the commissioners. If
the door were opeued to all justices of the
peace to take affidavits—that is a very bad
provision in the Federal Act—ihere would
be no definite record of sighatures, Where
has anyone fac-similes of the signatures of
all the justices of the peace in the State?
Aevordingly, how is the signature of a jus-
tice of the peace to be verified before the
ecourts?  Sometimes affidavits are of the
greatest importance. We shall be wrongly
advised if we open the door too wide. We
may open it to the perpetration of soms=
fraud. The eourts should exercise a wise
detcrmination in regard to these matters. I
am seeking to preserve as far as possibie
by the Bill a safeguard, not for the pur-
pose of helping the profession but of heip-
ing the public. That is the difference. Tha
Bilt has not been introduced from any such
unworthy motive as has been suggested.

Hon. A, Iovekin: That was only bani.r.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I will take it as
banter. The Bill has been introduced witn
o worthy objeet—to help the public in ve-
mote places, to assist them in their dift-
eniiies, and to save what I can only regard
as needless expense. I hope the House wili
agree to the second reading. In order to
nieet Mr. Lovekin's wishes I will postpona
the Committee stage unlil Tuesday next.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No.
have an amendment ready.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Meantime I wish
to consider the matter Mr. Lovekin has
brought up. He has only mentioned it to
me this evening. In the ecircumstances I
would rather defer the consideration of the
BEill in Committee.

Hon. A. Lovekin
Federal section.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I shall take time
to consider that matter; I have not had

Go on now. L

: I propose to insert the
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the opportunity of doing so yet. In the
meantime 1 hope the second reading will
be earried.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

House adjourned at 9.5 pm.

TNegisiative Hssembly,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRAFFIC ACT,
LICENSES.

Mr. H. W. MANN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the number of the fol-
lowing vehicles licensed at the 30th June,
1930: (a) Commercial motor vehicles, in-
eluding motor vehicles licensed for the car-
riage of passengers for hire or reward; (b}
other motor wehicles; (¢) horse-drawn
vehicles; {d) all other vehicles? 2, (a)
What was the revenue received from each
of the foregoing classes of vehicles during
the last financial year, and (b) how was
that revenue disbursed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The information desired has been laid on the
Table of the House.
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QUESTION—MINING, WORKMEN'S
INSPECTOR.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it a faet that the workmen’s
inspector situated at JMeekatharra and
elected to inspect the mines at Wiluna and
Meckatharra was appointed only for 12
months in lien of the usual term of two
vears? 2, If so, will he give the reason or
reasons for the alteration in the duration
of the appointment?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes 2, Consideration is to be given to
the whole question of workmen’s inspectors
of mines during this period.

QUESTION—GOVERNQR OF THE
STATE.

Mr, SLEEMAN asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been drawn to the report
in the daily newspapers of a telegram from
London which states: “Tasmania’s decision
to ask the Dominion Office to defer the ap-
pointment of a successor to Bir James
’Grady and to carry on with a Lieutenant
Governor has not eaused surprise here”? 2,
If so, is it his intention to follow this prae-
tical method of economy?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, All
possible economies are being considered.

QUESTION—UNIFORMS, MANUFAC-
TURING CONTRACT.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Premier: 1,
Which firm has the contract for the manu-
facture of Government uniforms? 2, Is it
a fact that the firm bas recently been fined
for late delivery of the uniforms? 3, Is the
Minister aware that this irm has been work-
ing part time during recent months? 4, If
so, will he have inquiries made to ascertain
why the firm was worldng part time, and
why it was late with the delivery of Govern-
ment contracts? 5, What action is it pro-
posed to take if this is found to be trne? 8§,
Is the menaging director of the firm also
chairman of the Chamber of Commerce?

The PREMIER replied: 1, M. Rosen and
National Clothing Manufacturing Co. 2,
No, but both firms kave paid damages under
the terms of their contracts. 3, No. 4,
Answered by 3. 5, None. 6, Yes—of one
of them.
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QUESTION—STATE BRICKWORKS.

Mr. ANGELQ (for Mz McLarty) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, What was tle
date of the temporary closing of the State
Brickworks at Byford? 2, What was the
number of bricks stacked when the works
were closed? 3, What is the number of
bricks at present stacked at Ryford? 4,
Does the sale of bricks from the date of the
temporary closing of the works give any
indication as to when the works are likely
to he reopened?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, 19th September, 1930. 2, Bricks stacked
in the yard, 1,025,316; bricks in the kiln,
543,386, 3, In the staek, 019,23G; sale-
able Dricks in the kiln, 421,700. 4, No.

QUESTION—''BETTING TICKETS,"”
REVENUE.

My, HO W. MANN asked the Premier:
\What amount was received by the Treasury
for the vear ended 30th June last for the
sale of betting tickets, at one-halfpenny and
fwopence?

The PREMIER replied: At Yed., £1,657
3s, 10d.; at 2d., £4,620 3s. dd.

QUESTION—EANGAROQO SEINS,
ROYALTY.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Chief Secretary: Has anything been
done to give effect to the motion that was
carried in this Chamber two wecks ago with
rezard fto the abolition of the voyalty on
kangaroo skins?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Nothing has been done by the Fisheries De-
partment.

Mr. Marshall: I was spenking of kan-
ZAY00S,

MOTION—GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir
Mitchell —Northam) [4.38] : T move—

That on and after Wednesdav, the 29th
October, Government business take precedence
of all motions and orders of the dav on
Wednesdavs as well as all other days,

James
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This is the usual motion moved at this time
of year. I may add that private membhers'
business will receive consideration, as has
always been the case.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.39]:
The motion is not quite the usual one. In
the past we have had every Wednesday at
the beginning of the session set aside for
private members’ Dbusiness, and this has
lasted for a couple of months. Tt has then
been reduced to every alternate Wednes-
day.

The Premier: Not for a long time,

Hon, P. COLLIER: That has been the
practice. This motion cuts out private mem-
bers' business altogether.

The Premier: We always have made
room for private members’ business.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T shal! be quite sat-
isfied if the Premier will give an under-
taking that, not only private members’
business now on the notice paper, but any-
thing which may come forward between now
and the end of the session, the Hounse will
have an opportunity to discuss.

The Premier: I readily givd that assur-
ance.

Question pat and passed.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Land Tax and Income Thax.

2, Parliamentary Allowances Amendment.
Transmitited to the Council.

BILL—EGG MAREETING.
Seeand Reading.—Defeated.
Dehate resumed from the 15th Qetober.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. .. Davy—West Perth) [4.43]: T feel
impelled to make a few remarks in oppo-
sition to the Bill, seeing that in the past
I have opposed a measure which was more
or less a twin to this one, namely that
which dealt with the dried fruits industry.
The latter measure was originally intro-
dnced by the member for Mt, Magnet (Hon.
M. F. Troy) who was then Minister for
Agriculture.  'When doing so, he offered his
bhuinble apologies.
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Hon. M. F, Troy: Humble!

Mr. Sampson: The Aet has thoroughly
justified itself.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hum-
ility was made apparent to me. The mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland (Hon., W, D.
Johnson}, however, very strongly objected
to the rember for Mt. Magnet apologising
for introdneing the Bill, because, he said,
“This is a fine specimen of socialistic legis-
lation.” He went on to say, “As the then
Minister for Agrieulture was a member of
a socialistic Giovernment, it was wrong for
him to apologise for mtrodueing a piece of
socialistie legislation.” T do not think any
other member of the House agreed with the
member for Guildford-Midland that the
dried fruits measure was of a soeialistic
character. Those who thoonght about it and
cared to put a label upon it would have
said it was a particularly interesting piece
of syndiealistic legislation, ecertainly not
socialistic.

Mr. Sampson:
with commonsense,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That may
or may not be so. I doubl very much
whether many members agreed with the
member for Guildford-Midland when he said
that the previous Government was a social-
istic Government, in spite of the red objec-
tive of the A.L.P. Now we come to this
new favourite of the hon. mewmber. I can-
not belp remembering the times in this
House when he fulminated, or railed against
eombinations for the fixing of prices. He
told the House that their continuance was
inimical to the good of the publie, and
should be dealt with whenever possible. In
tact, he suppoited the former Goverment
in introducing a piece of legislation which
was designed to break up price-fixing com-
binations. Now we have the hon. member
bringing before the House a easure that
is specially designed to compel a certain
seetion of the community to join in a price-
fixing cotnbination to put up prices as
against the consumer.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: No.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say, yes.
I ecall opon every memher of the House
who is opposed to price-fixing eombinations
and who desires to keep the cost of living
down, to join with me in defeating the Bill,
particularly at this eritical fime in the his-

And strongly Aavoured
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tory of the State, when we desire strongly
to see the cost of living as low as possible.
When the Bill was first mooted, as the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D.
Johnson) told the House, overtures were
made to the Govermment and to individual
members of the Ministry to introduce the
measure, The first complaint was that the
local egg-producer was finding it almest im-
possible to carry on against South Austra-
lian competition. It was said that the South
Australians were puiting eggs on our mar-
et and cutting the loeal producers out. One
iaturally asked why South Australians
conld produce eggs cheaper than West Aus-
tralians did, and the answer made to me
was that in South Ausiralia eggs were pro-
duced as a side line on the farm, whereas
in Woestern Australia they were produced
on poultry farms. The obvious answer to
that reply, if it could be deemed worthy of
an answer, was that if it were cheaper to
produce eggs on a farm as a side line, it
was absurd to produce them on a poultry
tarm. Surely no one would imagine it was
cheaper to produce an article in small quan-
tities, than to produce the same article in
large quantities under & system of
svientifie organisation. During the conrse
of the debate on the Bill, it has gradually
leaked out that this measure is merely a link
in the chain that is to embrace the whole of
Australia. We have gleaned the informa-
tion that the ambition of the father of the
Bill is to get similar measures passed in the
other States of Australia, and thus they will
be able enfirely to control the Australian
ege market,

Mr. Sampson: For the export of eggs.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, to
control the Australian market. The great ob-
jeetion T have to price-fixing combinations
is that the price fixed has to be high enough
to enable the least efficient in an industry
tn earn a living. It prevents the natural
operation of events that tend to eliminate
the dud. That is the scheme that the member
for Guildford-Midland has fathered in this
House. It will enable the least efficient of
producers of eggs in Western Australia,
when the chain is complete, to make a
living, however small, lazy and inefficient he
may be. It wounld be bad enough if the
hon. member sought to embrace merely eggs
for consumption in Western Awustralia, hut
we have been told by the member for Guild-
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ford-Midland that there are the rosiest pros-
pects for an extended export trade, that we
have more than reached production sufficient
to supply local needs, and that we already
have a large quantity of eggs available for
export, & quantity that is likely to be larger
each year. This scheme has heen based on
a proposal thait losses made on the export
trade are to be added to the price charged
to local consumers. That means that the
bigger the export trade, the greater will be
the aggregate losses and, consequently, the
bigger the price that will have to bhe paid
by the local consumer. The end to that will
be only when the limit is reached, which will
be attained when eggs are so high in price
that the richest people alone will he able
to afford to eat them. T have reeeived o
letter dealing with this smbject that I pro-
pose to read to hon. members.

Hon, W, D. Johnson: Is that from M.
Shaw?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, and
I will ask the House to bear with me while
I read portion of the letter. I cannot vouch
for the figures quoted by the writer, but I
know Mr. Shaw to be a man whose word is
reliable and whose knowledge of business is
good. Most decidedly the arguments he
uses are such as should command vespect.
He says—

Apart from the world-wide situation to-day,
the trouble with the industry is the lack of
application of geiemce to breeding, culling
and feeding, and until the poultry farmer ap-
plies scientific knowledge to his production,
all the eompuisory pools in the world will not
improve the outlook, The first question ome
asks to-day is, ‘* What does it cost to produce
one dozen eggs?’’ And the answer will vary
from 6d. to over 1s. The wide range gives
one food for thought. If one can produce at
6d. per dozer during this season (glut), why
does it cost another Is. per dozen? I shall
give you the answer by comparing my neigh-
bour and myself. He believes that an Act
will gvercome all difficulties. 1 believe the
Aet will only start troublc and penalise the
consumer and men like myself who can pro-
duce eggs at 6d. per dozen for feed. My cost
iz based on what it costs in feed to produce
the dozen eggs. Other factors such a3 outlay,
marketing, cfe., I deal with later. My neigh-
bour has 650 head; I had 450 head a fortnight
ago. My ncighbour gets 330 eggp a day; I
get 310, He feedls a ration of six kerosene
tins of pollard and bran, bought at £7 12s. 6d.
per ton; I feed three kerosene tins of wheat-
meal, bought at £7 10s. per ton. He does not
cull ont unprofitable breeders or layers; I
do. He will buy breeding cockerels from
noviee growers at 7s. 6d. each; T pay £4 for
one bird from an expert and single test the
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progeny. He will export only about 40 per
<ent. of eggs to England (an advance of 94.
per dozen is given): I send 90 per cent. away.
He puts his 60 per cent. on the market at 8d.
per dozen: T put 10 per cent. on the market
at 8l. Finally, he experts the basic wage
for looking after 30 head, and I do net, be-
canse unless one has 1,300 head, one is either
loafing on the job or mismanagement does not
allow him to handle more. The above is an
example of the industry to-day. Very few
have farma of over 1,000 head, yet all expect
£5 per week irrespective of how many fowls
are kept. Very few cull out ‘“ wasters,”’ yet
all want a Bill so that the public will have
to pay to keep those wasters profitable, My
neighbour wants an Act so that the price ob-
tained will allow him to keep 200 duds at the
expense of the consnmer. At 9. per dozen
there is nothing in poultry farming but there
are still tucker and feed bills—more than any
other primary industry to-day. At 9d. (the
price rnling when the agitation was raised)
one’'s eapital is not heing drawn on to pay for
feed cete., if one has fowls worthy of a poultry
farm. Ask Mr, Johuson—

I presume he means the member for Guild-
ford-Midland.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I should say so.
As a matter of fact, he helped me with this
Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He is en-
tirely opposed to it now. If Mr, Shaw
helped the hon. member with his Bill, I take
it that he regarded Mr. Shaw as a man pos-
sessing knowledge of the suhject and know-
ing what he was talking about, and that the
information he gave was well worth listen-
ing to.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: T will explain all
about it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
rate, Mr. Shaw continnes—

At any

Asle Mr, Tohnson what is the price sug-
gested that should be obtained by producers
in the market and he will most likely say 1s.
or more, and all beeause those agitating for
this Act are men who in the past have realised
that anything with a feather was profitable
owing to the high prices obtained for egps.
Ask for the average holding by poultry farm-
era who are agitating, and if the figure
reaches up to 500 fowls, T will be astounded,
and 500 fowls can be carcd for in about three
hours per day. Yet they want £3 per week
for that Jabour. The main argument of Mr.
Johnson and his friends is to compel export,
The only diffcrence between an egg for ex-
port znd one for local consumpton is the use
of a stamp: ‘‘Australia.’” Yet so many
poultry farmers are too lazy to stamp for
export that eggs glut the market. Well, let
them suffer. Why compel them to work, and
make the consumer pay for it? Tor the in-
dustry this period is the best that could have
happened. It will make the producer realise
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the necessity for applying science and brainsg
to his livelihoed. Pass the Bill, and up goes
the price so that the 200 fowls mentioned
hefore will be made profitable.

That refers to the 200 duds, I presume. Then
he proceeds—

Kill the Bill and these 200 fowls will have
to be lkilled also, with the result that there
will be fewer eggs during the glut period,
because any old feather will lay during Aug-
ust and September and they are duds in
October and onwards.

Mr. Panton: Well that world mean cheap
poultry.

Hon. P. Collier: Whether this man knows
anything ahout eggs or nof, I do not know,
but he can write & zood letter.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
so. He proceeds—

By getting rid of the duds, one evens out
egg production over the year, for the dud is
a ‘‘gprinter’” who gets rid of all her possible
cggs (very few really) during August and
September and after that she is a passsnger,
whereag the ‘‘stayer’’ lays well on into the
winter, So, eliminate the dud, and you lessen
production daring August and September, but
vou do not interfere with production during
other periods. Ience the ‘‘sprinter’’ causes
a surplus early and unfortunately there are
50 many sprinters to-day that after January
we are short of eggs (new laid). If we had
more ‘‘stayers’’ we would not have such a
torrible glut in August and September, and
such a shoertage from January onwards.

I think hon, members will appreciate that
letter, as I do.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I think the writer
would have made a betfer journalist than a
pouliry farmer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Perhaps
so, but that does not matter. What does
matter is that if a man utters arguments
that are sound, they should be treated
aceordingly.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He certainly knows
both sides of the business.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He has
presented one side in such a reasonable way
as to be worthy of the serious eonsideration
of hon. members. It should make them hesi-
tate for a long time before consenting to
pass a piece of legislation such as that now
under discussion. The member for Guild-
ford-Midland says that the Bill representy
a specimen of socialistic legislation; I say
it represents rank syndicalism. If we agred
to such a measure, it will mean an end to
individualism. The measure represents a
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most amazingly drastic proposal affecting
contracts and the rights of property.
Mr. H. W. Mann: And enterprise too.

The ATTORNEY GENEAL: Yes. Be-
fore a hen lays an egg, that egg will belong
to the board. A man will have to get the
permission of the board before he is per-
mifted to eat an egg that his hen has laid!
The many absurdities of the measure have
been suecessfully indicated by the Minister
for Railways. I will admit {o the member
for Guildford-Midland that provisions of
the kind he desires are more or less neces-
sary concomitants of what he wishes. If he
is to compel all to put their eggs in the pool,
be has to go to this amazingly extreme ex-
tent and must say fo a man: “You shall not
use these eggs that ave our property even
while they are still within your fowls”
It iz becamse of this necessarily amazing
aspect of the scheme generally, that it
ovght to be regarded with the greatest
possible suspicion; and if only a case like
this e¢an be put up, the passage of such a
measure should not be considered for a
minute. I hope the Bill will be defeated in
common with all other measures that are
specially designed to make things dearer.

MR. PANTON (Leederville) [51]: T
represent a constitnency of a little over 9,000
electors who are all consumers, and so far
as I ean interpret the meaning of the Bill
there are not Iikely to be any producers of
egps amongst them. Consequentily 1 shounld
like to have the Bill a little further exam-
ined before I could be prepared to vote
for the second reading. I am ineclined to
agree with the Attorney General, for from
my reading of the Bill—and I have perused
it several fimes-—I can see in it little else
but a desire fo control the eggs of Western
Australia, at any rate for a start, in o given
area; ohviously the metropolitan area for a
beginning. T am not eoncerned whether this
represents socialism or syndicalism or any
otber ism; what I am concerned aboui is
whether this Hounse is going to hand over
the control of a commodity which is in every
day use by the people of this State without
any parliamentary supervision wbatever.
The Attorney General, I remember, severely
critcised the principle when the Dried
Fruits Bill was bhefore the House—it seems
be is stil opposed to it—bot that Bill had
the redeeming feature that it was subjeet
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to ministerial control. I am not prepared
to hand over the control of anything to a
board that I know nothing about. It is
difficult to discover from the Bill just who
this board are going to be. The Bill cer-
tainly tells us how the board is to be con-
stituted, but it is difficult fo find out who
is going to constitute the board. 1 listened
to the member for Guildford-Midland when
he wias moving the second reading, and be-
cause T have not a sufficiently retentive mem-
ary to remember all that he said, I have
since gone carefully through his speech in
“Hansard.” Whilst the hon. member may
have delivered a very able address—he usu-
ally does—as a matter of faet he said little
or nothing about the details of the Bill. The
more onc reads the Bill, the more extraovd-
inary does it seem. It makes one wornder
just how this heard is going to come inlo
operation if the Bill becomes an Aei. Tt
is provided in the Bill that a petition by 50
producers is sufficient warrant for a vote to
he taken in a given area. So far as [ know,
there is no real registration of those people
who will be egg producers within the mean-
ing of the Bill. The Bill provides that
every person having 20 egg-producing bivds
will be a producer within the meaning of
the Bill. [ am not a poultry farmer; the
most 1 know about poultry is when I get
a cheap bird to eat, or when I sample the
egegs that are placed on the table for me;
hut I hope I have sufficient common sense
to reason to myself that the person who has
20 egg-producing fowls onght not necessar-
ily to be termed a producer. If such a person
1s to be a producer within the meaning of
ihe Bill, then I should like the member for
Guildford-Midland to tell me how it is pro-
posed to get a registration of all the people
who will be eligible to vote when 50 egg pro-
ducers sign a petition for a vote to be taken
in a given area. It is provided in the Bill
that a three-fifths majority of the votes
taken will be sufficient to constitute the pool
in a given area. It may be quite an easy
matter to secure three-fifths of the votes
taken, and it may also casily be that the
three-fifths are only a minority of those
eligible to vote. We all know that in Par-
liamentary elections, even in a Commoo-
wealth eleetion based on compulsory vot-
ing, if we get a poll of from 80 to 85 per
cent. of the voters, we think we are doing
very well. Yet we are asked in the Pill io
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allow 50 persons, say from Kalamurda to
South Fremantie, to sign a petiticn and so
get a vote taken. Nobody will know who
amongst the 50 has 20 fowls, or who Las
25, or who has 50. Yet if the Bill becornes
an Act, all 5¢ of the signatories to the
petition will be produecers within the mean.
ing of that Act. And if we have a vote
taken, I suppose 90 per cent. of those hav-
ing 20 fowls or more apiece will not realise
that as egg producers within the meaning
of the Act they are entitled to a vote. Yet
three-fifths of those who do vote, men who
are particularly interested in egg produe-
tion, will be able to set np a compulsory
pool to the detriment of all the people in
the metropolitan area. That in itself is
suflicient to make one chary of veting for
the Bill, and so handing over fo some board
yet to be selected extraordinary powers
without parliamentary or ministerial con-
trol. There is in the Bill another factor,
the absurdity of which appeals to me:
1 refer to the fact that it is possible under
the Bill to have half a dozen or more boards
operating for the control of eggs in any
given area. let vs assume that 50 pro-
ducers sign a petition for a vote tu he taken
for a compulsory pool in one section of the
metropolitan area, and that at the same
time another 50 producers sign a similar
petition respecting a similar area. 1t will
be interesting to know who is then to de-
cide whether the areas the subjeet of the
two petitions are rightly or wrongly de-
seribed. The Minister is to have no con-
trol, and until a board is elected 1 cannoc
see which of the two petitions is to he
favoured.

Mr., H. W. Mann: Or how the areas are
to be defined.

Mr. PANTON: That is so. The two sets
of petitioners may have different ideas as
to the boundaries, and there is nothing to
show whick section will be accepted or who
is going to define the proper area.

Mr. Sampson: The principle is operating
suceessfully in New South Wales.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Governor in

Council will decide. That is provided for in
the Bill.
_.Mr. PANTON: I shall be pleased to be
shown where it is in the Bill. The Governor
in Council will have a prettx hard job to
decide such areas,
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Hon. W. I). Johnson: There are poultry
experts who will be ready to assist.

Mr. PANTOXN: 1 will for the moment
aceept the hon. member’s assurance that
this is provided for. Even so, is there any-
thing to prevent half a dozen boards being
appointed to function in other parts of
the State?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is so.

Mr. PANTON: Then it is possible for
half a dozen hoards to be constituted and
funetion, and it is quite possible for those
boards to be working prejudicially to one
another and prejudicially to the 9,000 con-
sumers in the Leederville electorate.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Yon are reading
into the Bill something that is not there.

Mr. PANTON: Just now 1 understocd
the hon. member to agree that half a dozen
different boavds could he appointed. THe
will have some difficulty in convineing nie
that it is not possible to have half a doven
boards functioning simultaneously.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You would make
the position worse than it is to-day.

Mr. PANTON: The position is bad
encugh, but it is going to improve, unless
the hon. member and his friends can sue-
cessfully constitnte a bhoard in the metro-
politan area and guickly exiend the prin-
ciple throughout the State. 1f it is intended
to constitute a board nearest home, where
the bulk of the poultry farms are, namely
in the metropolitan area, and then as quickly
as possible extend it to the country, prac-
tically every farmer with 20 egg-producing
birds will be classed as a producer, and
his eggs will be controlled by the boeard.
1 have seen in the Bill nothing that can
be accepted as a guarantee that the board
is not going to be a board to control the
price of eggs in Western Australia. If
the member for Guildford-Midland and his
friends are anxious to get a hoard fo econ-
trol and supervise the export of eges, 1 am
with them; but I have yet to learn that that
is the real object of the Bill. Last vear
there were imported into Western Anstralia
106,606 dozen wlore eggs fhan were ex-
ported. From these fignres it will be seen
that, so far, there is no necessity for us
to export eggs at alll. I am informed by
those who are dealing in poultrv that the
principal export period is from mid-June
to mid-November, the period coinciding
with the shortage in the Old Country. If
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they are the only months for export, 1T do
not see any necessity for controlling this
business in Western Australia. Whilst we
are importing a large number of eggs,
strange to say we advocate the bnilding up
of local industry. In Western Australia
there are made many hundredweights of
cakes and biscuits. But I have it from a
man who has his finger on those items that
the whole of the cakes and bisenits manu-
factured in this State are made from egg
pulp imported from the Fastern States.
That was told to me at the R.S.L. Confer-
ence only the week before last—and my in-
formant was itemising the stuff coming
through every day. Therefore I am begin-
ning to wonder where our advoeacy of loeal
production is getting to. When we have to
import the ingredients that should be pro-
duced at our own back doors for the manu-
facture of cakes and biscuits, we might as
well hand that manufsreture aver to the
Eastern States. At all avents T am still
open fo conviction. Tf the member for
Guildford-Midland ean convince me that
this Bill is not for the ereation of a board
to control the price of eggs in the loeal mar-
ket, but only for a bhoard to supervise the
export of eggs, I will support the second
reading, although T shall have quite a lot
to say about amendments in Committes.
However, until the hon. member so con-
vinces me, I will be prepared to vote against
the second reading.

HON, W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland—in reply} [5.15]: I appreeciaie
that, in presenting a Bill of this kind, it is
open fo receive very serious discussion and
investigation by members. When I re-
sponded to the request of the poultry farm-
ers to introduce the Bill, I knew perfectly
well that I would experience some difficnity
in piloting it through the House, It was
difficult to draft the measure becaunse of the
limitations imposed on & private member by
the Standing Orders. Ii is also diffienlt for
a private member to frame a Bill exactly as
he wounld like it, because of his individual
opinions. If the Government frame a Bill,
they have the knowledge that their party
are behind them to assist in getting the sec-
ond reading passed, and that when the Com-
mittee stage is reached, the details ean be
diseussed. A private member has not that
advantage, He has to frame the Bill and
then appeal to Parliament to pass the see-
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ond reading, so that the mature considera-
tion of members might he brought to bear
to improve it in Committee. I am prepared
to admit that this is essentially a Committee
Bill, and for that reason I did not enter into
details. To do so would have been to occupy
the time of the House unnecessarily. We
mnst bear in mind that the community are
divided into three sections, on the one hand
the producer and on the other hand the
worker, and between the two comes that
strong combination of vested interests gen.
erally recognised as the financial and eom-
mercial interests. If we deal with matters
affecting the produeer we have that force
against us, and for that reason I knew there
would be opposition to the Bill. That sec-
tion of the community is well and ably re-
presented in- this Chamber and elsewhere.
It is just the same when one infroduces a
measure to benefit the workers. The same
influence operates. So long as a member is
acting for the producer and the worker, bhe
is up against strong organised opposition,
which was fostered and encouraged by Par-
liaments in the olden days until that opposi-
tion became nicely dug in. Those concerned
do not need to come to Parliament for any-
thing for themselves; they have what they
want. Bat let anyone attempt to do any-
thing fo relieve the burden upon production
cansed by the middleman, and he is immedi-
ately atiacked and his road is anything but
rosy. I had the same experience when I was
piloting Labour legislation through the
House. The unfortunate part is that often
the worker is erushed beeause there is a com-
bination of the commercial interests and the
producers against the worker. Very often,
too, the producers are erushed by a combina-
tion of vested interests and workers. If we
could only create a proper understanding
between the producer and the worker so that
both could protect themselves against tha
middle combination, the world wounld be
much brighter and the cost of living much
lower, It is the toll levied upon the pro-
ducer that is the burden we are carrying,
just as the worker has to carry the burden
of inereased profits by those who handle the
product during its passage from the pro-
ducer to the eonsumer. I appreciate the
difficulty of my task. We have the Attorney
(General representing the strong combination
of vested interests. In a sense he is essen-
itally representing the commercial and
financial interests. That is the nature of his
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constitueney, and naturally he is opposed to
legislation of this kind. But I cannot un-
derstand the attitude of the member for
Leederville (Mr. Panton), who ought to adopt
a different point of view. When the repre-
sentative of such a constituency as Leeder-
ville ¢ombines with the representative of a
constitnency like West Perth, I have to ad-
mit that I am up against a great diffieulty.

The Attorney General: Do not you think
we are taking an impartial view?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The point was
worth mentioning in passing; let it go at
that. To the member for Leederville I would
say this is not new legislation. In the first
place it was introduced by a Labour Gov-
ernment in Queensland, where this kind of
marketing organisation has been fostered to
a great extent. It can be said that Queens-
land has commodities on an organised seale
of considerable magnitude. Because of the
wonderful suecess of organisation in Queens-
land, established by a Lahour Government,
it has been encouraged by suceeeding Gov-
ernments, and the Government in power
there to-day are just as anxious to maintain
that kind of organisation, because in prae-
tice it has proved of advantage to the pro-
ducer and to the consumer, Orderly mar-
keting is not price-fixing. We do not seek
to fix prices, but we want to secure orderly
marketing, so that the producer will not be
sweated by low prices and the consumer will
be guaranteed a decent eommodity at o rea-
sonahle price and on something like a uni-
form price basis. Take eggs: one can go to
the market to-day and buy eggs at 8d. a
dozen, but there are times when the price
soars to 3s. 6d. a dozen. I admit that the
laying period is a factor influencing the dis-
parity of prices, but there is no question
that in other parts of the Commonwealth
where the industry has been organised, there
is not that big margin of difference. Orderly
marketing is responsible. The reason that
prices here scar very high at one period of
the year and people cannot afford to buy
eggs is becanse we have no method of ascer-
teining the exaet consumption or the storage
that tskes place. Some people are storing
eggs, but there is no record of what they
hold.

Mr. Angelo:
tion?

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: No.

The Minister for Lands: What about the
co-operative societies?

Have not they an associa-
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Hon. W. . JOHNSON: No organisation
1 know of has any means of ascertaining ex-
actly what eggs are held, so that the needs
of the consumers might be supplied in an
ordinary way and at a reasomable price. It
is true that orderly marketing will inerease
the price of eggs during the glut period, be-
cause it is designed to prevent gluts. At the
same time it brings down the price at other
periods of the year. Under orderly market-
ing, the people would not buy eggs at 6d.,
7d. and 8d. a dozen as they are doing now.
The Women's Executive of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association complained to the vol-
untary Egg Marketing Board about the
price being realised for eggs. They said
they could not get even 4d. a dozen in the
country, and they appealed to the hoard for
protection.

The Minister for Lands: Thizs will not im-
prove that.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: It will. The
fact that similar results have been achieved
in Queensland and New Sounth Wales and
to an extent in South Australia—that quali-
fieation I shall explain later on—is sufficient
evidence that they could be achieved here.
The price of eggs does not fall so low in
Queensland and New South Wales as in
Western Australia, South Australia and
Victoria.

The Attorney General: There is no donbt
ahout that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Aitorney
General ought to be fair. While the price
of eggs in New South Wales is relatively
higher to-day than the price in Western
Australia, # is lower when the price here
reaches the peak.

The Attorney General: I would believe
that if ¥ saw it.

Hon. W. D. JOHUNSON: If the Minister
reads the rveports of the egg wmarketing
boards of Queensland and New South Wales;
he will find that my statement is correct.
That eggs should reach a very high priece
is not in the interests of the producer, and
it is also against the interests of the con-
sumer. The producer does not want eggs to
soar to a very high price, hecause when that
happens it reduees the eonsumption, and
it then becomes necessary to take steps to
encourage increased consumption. If we
regulate the supply and price of eggs, it is
necessary to regulate the consumption all the
year round, and that is better for the pro-
ducer and the consumer. I did not wish to
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mention other commodities, but 1 ask mem-
hers to consider wool. The present position
is due absolutely to the fact that we encour-
aged the price of wool to sear too lugh.
There being no organisation to regulate the
supply, substitutes were introduced, and
now we are up against grave diffienlties to
compete with the substitutes.

The Attorney General: What is the cause
of the very low price of rubber?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : I know nothing
abont rnbber or about motor ears. I have
never heen interested in them., But I can
speak with kuoowledge of the matters to
which I amn referring, because 1 have heen
associated with marketing problems for a
considerable time. Just as the public re-
frain from using wool when the price of
wool is high, so they refrain from using eggs
when the price of eggs is high.

The Attorney General: The price of egesd
hecomes high when there are few of them.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : 1 admit that the
period of laying and the output have some
bearing on the price, but if we could esti-
mate the needs of the State, eggs could be
eold-stored in anticipation of the lean per-
iod. The glut period would be used in ordex
to cold store for the lean period, and we
would have orderly organised marketing as
in Queensland and New South Wales.

Mr. Angelo: Why do not the breeders
do that?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : The unfortunate
breeders have been trying for years to do it.
They have had all kinds of organisations.
Take the lefter from Mr. Shaw: He was as-
sociated with the poultry farmners’ organisa-
tion, was a member of the executive, and a
keen supporter of legislation of this kind.
Yor a long time he was closely identified with
the industry.

The Attornev General: Which Shaw, sen-
ior or junior?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Major Shaw, the
writer of the letter. Tt is true he was a
poultry farmer. However, T must sav I do
not like his letter. I could give the House
other facts regarding Mr. Shaw as a poul-
try farmer. He is not on the poultry farm
to-day, and it is useless for him to throw
stones at other people. He was not a very
greal success as a poultry farmer, apd hid
futher is earrving on the farm to-day under
very great diffieulty indeed. I do not care
to make such statements, but that letter is
not fair.
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The Attorney General: Is it correct?

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON : Every hon. mem-
ber has received a copy of that pamphlet,
with a great display about what can be dond
with poultry. That is Major Shaw's pam-
phlet and he was running this concern. He
has left the poultry farm where he had to
struggle against the same great odds as pre-
vail to-day. To-day Major Shaw has be-
come a hoomer of the possibilities of poultry
farming.  His letter is a continuation of]
what is stated in the pamphlet. The Attord
ney General has done him a service in get-
ting that mere propaganda into “Hanzard.”

The Attorney General: I never mentioned
his name; you mentioned his name.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I had to give
his name.

The Attorney (General: Why ecould not
yon take the articles for what they were
worth?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: 1 wanted to
have the opportunitv to make an explana-
tion, becanse that letter has been sent to
practically every member of the House. T
have the letter and have read it.

Mr. Panton: I did not get one.

Hou. W. D, JOHNSOK: One of those
letters was handed to me to read, and it was
identical, so far as I remember, with the
letter read by the Attorney General. The
position is that Major Shaw has changed
his views, When he was actually poultry
farming, without the backing of a land set-
tlement ecompany, he favoured a Bill of this
nature. At least, he expressed that view
at meetings, and he took part in an agita-
tion to have suech a Bill as this introdueed.
But the scene has ehanged. He is now try-
ing to make out that, after all, the trounble
does not e n difficulties of the industry.
It would not suit the land settlement com-
pany and his particular ambition if the in-
dustry were a failure. He makes out that it
is the men engaged in the industry who
are the failure. “All you want” says
Major Shaw, *“is a bit of land. Go
out where I have got a2 bit of land, and do
as I do.” 1 hope that ultimately the poni-
try farmers of Western Australia will he
able to aceomplish what Major Sshaw says
is possible. The sad part of it is that I
do not know of one man who is doing thas
to day. Major Shaw says he is doing 1t. £
have never seen it done, and I do not know
anyone who has been able to endorse Major
Shaw’s statements. However, that only goes
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to show that sometimes the point of view
is influenced by a change in the eirenm-
stances of the individmal. To get on to
another aspeet of the matter, the legislation
with regard to dried fruits, This Bill is
based on the same prioeiple as that logis-
lation. The member for Toodyay (Mr.
Thorn), who spoke on the Bill recently, was
for many years closely associated snd ac-
tively co-operating with the vignerons of
the Swan district. He was there before the
days of the board of control. He took part
in the attempts to form voluntary orgenise-
tions for the marketing of fresh and Aried
froits. That went on for a while, and then
it failed. Ultimately the growers had to
come to Parliament for a measure similar
to this in order to obiain control. The mem-
her for Toodyay has stated fo the House
the difficulties experienced to-day in a fall-
ing market. He has experienced both sides
of the industry, and he appeals to hon.
members to support this Bill hecause the
poultry farmers want board contrel for
ordinary marketing, which has heen an ad-
vantage to the community.

The Attorney General: To the commun-
ity?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, to the com-
wunity. It is helping the producer and

The Attorney {(eneral: Helping the con-
sumer?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is helpiny
the consumer in this way, that the produce
is prepared better, is controlled and watched
right through the process of treatment, and
is put on the market in a better way. Fur-

ther, the pricing is not relatively high af.

one period and relatively low at another.
Just as the dried fruits growers went
through troubles in connection with volun-
tary organisation, so the poultry farmers
have experienced difficulties in that regard.
Major Shaw at one time was in with the
Poultry Farmers’ Organisation trying to do
something to help the industry. There were
voluntary organisations of all kinds, but
. they never proved suecessful. The volun-
tary organisation of to-day, of which I am
a member, is purely honorary; no one is
getting expenses or anything else out of it.
We are struggling, but we are not sucecess-
ful because of the difficulties confronting
voluntary organisations in the marketing of
commodities. 1 want to impress upon the
House that there has been a strong attempt
[45]
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to do the work voluntarily, without the as-
gistance of an Aect of Parliament. For suec-
cessive vears, however, there have been so
many difficulties and so many failures that
this proposal has been placed before Par-
liament. As to the contention that egg pulp
ir being obtained from South Australia, 1
acknowledge that a certain quantity of egg
pulp comes in to-day. That is in continua-
tion of contracts made last year. But I
wish to explain to the member for Leeder-
ville (Mr. Panton) that when I started with
Mr. Bath on this matter I got similar in-
formation to that obtained by the hon. mem-
ber, as tv egg pulp coming from South Aus-
tralia. We got together a representative
conference of egg pulp purchasers—Mills &
Ware, Hunt, the Cabin Tearooms, Boans
and others—and submitted to them that we
thought they should use the local produect.
Their explanation was as follows:—*We did
go to South Anusiralia and did bring in a
tuudred tons of egg pulp, but the reason
for it was that there was no organisation
bere upon which we could rely for regular
supplies. In Sounth Awustralia the trade is
organised on a better basis, and what we
waut yon to do is to organise the industry
in Western Aunstralin. We would prefer
tc use the lvcal prodnet; we wonld give
preference to the local producl; but we
want a gnarantee that the quantity and the
quality will be up to the standard required.
Particularly do we want some reliasble or-
ganisation to say that at the period we want
the egg puip, it will be available.”

Hon. P. Collier: Surely a voluntary or-
ganisation eould give that guarantee.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: No. The trou-
hle is that the voluntary organisation re-
ceive support from only a limited number
of pouliry farmers. Take the Poultry Far-
mers’ ‘Organisation, which is the largest of
the two existing organisations, the other be-
ing the Poultry and Egg Producers’ Soei-
ety.

Mr. Wells: I thought you said there was
10 organisation.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: These are poul-
try farmers. There is no organisation for
marketing.

Mr. Angelo: One of those organisations is
supposed to have 400 members.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : The Poultry
Farmers’ Organisation has a membership of
358, The Poultry and Egg Producers’
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Soctety has 30 or 40 members. Both organ-
isations are favourable to the Bill. Both
organisations combined in a request to me fo
intreduce the Bill. Both orgarisations sup-
port the measure, But when it comes to
marketing, the Poultry Farmers’ Organisa-
tion, atthough unanimously in favour of the
Bill, and the Poultry and Egg Producers’
Soeiety, strongly if not unanimously in fav-
our of it, are so eircumstanced that we must
have a board for marketing purposes. The
organisations encouraged us to form the
voluntary marketing board existing to-day,
but only a very few members of the organ-
isations really support the board.

The Attorney General: Why?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: 1 do not know.
There are other organisations dealing with
the marketing of egzs, and particularly for
export. The producers coufine their patron-
age to the varions organisations, with the re-
sult that when it comes to marketing, there
is no real organisation. There is an organ-
isation to protect the industry and to discuss
matters of produetion, feeding and all those
details; but when it comes to marketing, the
producers are hopelessly divided. Wz want
to get them organised under a measure of
this kind. T would not mind if no attempt
had been made, but attempts have been made
over successive years. The poultry farming
industry, just like the dried fruits industry,
finds it necessary to come to Parliament for
the purpose of securing a measure of this
deseription.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Dried fruits are on an
entirely different basis.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOXN: T admit the two
industries are not exactly on all fours, but
the principle is identical in hoth cases. I
want to make it clear that the introduction
of this Bill was encouraged by both organ:
isations, purely to overcome that which the
organisations cannot overcome, difficulty of
marketing and supplying. To come back to
the South Australian aspeet. We had no
marketing organisation that could gunarantee
supplies of pulp. We went into that matter,
and to-day our marketing organisation has
eombined in an understanding with other
marketing organisations, such as Nelson &
Co. and other firms. There is an understand-
ing thanks to which we can give to the users
of ege pulp an assurance that Western Aus-
tralian pulp will be available in the quanti-
ties and quality required, and at the periods
when the pulp is wanted. I admit that there
is not a great deal of pulp being sold in
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Western Australia fo-day, the reason being
that eggs are so cheap. At present it pays
manufacturers to go on the market and buy
eggs and pulp them themselves. Therefore
we do not anticipate any large contracts for
ege pulp being secured at present. The pulp
difficulty, however, may be regarded as hav-
ing been overcome. Another question is that
of South Australian eggs coming here in the
shell. There has always been a certain
amount of dumping. The trouble is that we
have no organisation and cannot do anything
against dumping. Individual representations
cannot influence public opinion as to the un-
fairness of buying South Australian eggs.
If we had an organisation which could con-
centrate upon the matter—

The Attormey General: Why is it unfair
to buy South Australian eggs if they are as
good and as cheap as local eggs?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: These are sur-
plus eggs from South Australia, and they
cannot be guaranteed to be as good as loeal
eggs, since they would not be equally fresh.
Again, they are egzs removed from the
South Australian market and domped bere
in Western Australia so as to raise South
Australian values, South Australia has not
an Act such as Queensland and New South
Wales have. In South Auvstralia there is to-
day a kind of organisation somewhat better
than that existing here, but not sufficiently
effective.  For years a certain number of
eggs have been sent from South Australia
to Western Australia, If there were a suffi-
ciently strong organisation here, there would
be a means by which the combined produncers,
under a board responsible for marketing,
would be able to alfford protection. Such an
organisation eould appeal tu the public in a
way that would produce good resnlts. In
moving the seecond reading of the Bill
I said that the Premier had been ap-
pealed to for assistance in yegard to
butter production, and that our butter
producers were protected because the mar-
keting of their product was organised.
There 1s a combination to protect the Yest-
ern Australian producer of butter agaiust
the importation of Eastern States butter.
Qur ambition is the same with regard to
ezss. We shall be able with a board of this
deseription to look after the marketing, and
we shall be able to limit, if not exelude,
the importation of eggs from other parts
of Australia, The member for Mt. Maenct
(Hon. M. F. Troy), in the eourse ot lis
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remarks, made one or two points which were
emphasised by the member for Leederville
(Mr. Panton) in regard to the absence of a
clause to provide for Ministerial veto.

1 am grateful to them for having dvawn’

sitention to it. It should have heen in-
cluded in the Bill but it was overlooked in
the drafting. One would welcome a clanse
of that deseription, so as to give the Minis-
ter some power, as is the case in conneetion
with dried fruits, to protect the publie. the
consimer and the producer against wafair-
ness, should it he demonstrated that the
board are functioning against the best in-
tervests of the State. This matfer can be
attended to when we reach the Committee
stage. There is another question, and it is
as to whether 20 should constitufe the num-
ber. Anywsy, that is purely a figure, but
our desire is to get it as low as possible se
as t0 prevent the smaller people coming in
and disorganising the market. I suggested
the number 20, but if zomeone else thinks
it should be 30, it is a matter that can be
determined later. Again, the member for
Mt. Magnet raised the question, and the
member for Leederville endorsed it, that the
number 50 to a petition for a poll to be
taken was too small. T shall have no aob-
Jjection to inereasing that number. That also
can be attended to in Committee. As I said
before, the Bill is essentially one for Com-
mittee. The Minister for Railways raiserd
one or two questions which I desire to put
right. The hon. member seemed 0 be fear-
ful that, if the board got control of the
eggs, they would use the one organisation to
the exclusion of the others. It is frue that
you cannot put in the Bill that the board
shall only wse one firm for doing the mar-
keting; what you have to do with a Bill
of this kind is to give power to the hoard
to employ persons and agents to do the
work. If, on the other hand, the board
found they were capable of doing it them-
selves, there was mno r2ason in the world
why they should not do it. Tf they can get
better resnlis and give better service by hav-
ing one organisation, there is no reason
why that one organisation skould not func-
tion. I pointed out that the wheat pool
created their own organisation and did
their own marketing.

The Minister for Railways: Is that not
the same organisation that is dealing in
Russian wheat?

1229

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I has no con-
nection with it at all. The Co-operative
Society of Great Britain are handling, as
agents, a certain amount of Russian wheat,
but there is no connection between that body
and the wheat pool of Western Australia.
1 can assure the hon. member that that
body ir England has never handled one
bushel of Western Australian wheat. Re-
verting to the Bill, it is proposed to give
the board power to employ agenis, but you
cannot mention that kind of thing in the
Bill. The Minister for Railways stated that
the marketing hoard, of which I am a mem-
ber, has not got the hest prices for the eggs
exported that might have been obtained if
we had given more favourable considera-
tion to the offer that was made to us and
to which he referred in his speech. Tt is
correct that 2 certain amount of money
was placed to the credit of the Egg Market-
ing Board on which to operate under cer-
tain  c¢onditions. Verbal representations
were made. I was stopped in the street bwo
or three times. I will not mention any
names, but I can give them if hon. members
desire to have them. I was told that a
British firm had provided a letter of credit,
and that it had been made payable to the
board, so that the board -could operate on
it in consultation with the firm’s repre®
sentative in Perth. Several representations
were made to me in the street and I
was communicated with by telephone at
home on various occasions, early in
the morning and late at wnight, Ffor
the purpose of getting me to say
that we would agree to operate. X kept on
saying, “Put your offer in writing; write
to the board and let us know exactly what
your offer is.” Ultimately, the letter came
along, but it was a good while hefore wa
got it. When we received it, it was given
special consideration.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Who was the letten
from?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Mr. Hazel.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Not from the E.8. & A.
Bank?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They wrote to
us and stated that a credit had been estab-
lished at the bank in the name of the board,
but that we eould not operate om it. It
confirmed what Mr. Hazel had represented
to us, and it was there if we were prepared
fo do business on the ferms suggested byt
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Mr. Hazel. With a letter of eredit the bank
will only operate provided you carry out
the details connected with the credit, and
it was in connection with the details that
we could not do business with Mr. Hazel.

Mr, H W. Mann: Were not twe condi-
tions laid down?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There was one
fatal condition. It is true that Mr. Hazell
said he would pay us so much on what was
known as the “red clanse” of the arrangeq
ment, by which we could raise money
up to 11d. a dozen between the period of
cold storage and the shipment. Immediately
we produced the actual certificate of ship-
ment we then got a further amount.

Mr., H. W. Mann: Which brought it up
te 1s. 214d.¢

Hon, W. D JOHNSON: Very likely thai
would be correct. We got up fo thai, but
as I pointed out to the Minister for Rail-
ways, he did not get the whole of the facts.
What Mr. Hazel could not agree upon was
that, in the event of the market going wrong
at the other end, and the values getting
below the agreed priee, and the eggs not
realising the cost of shipment plus the ad-
vance made, we were to gnaraniee to re-
fund the amount. We told him we could
not possibly agree to guarantee to refund
the amount in the event of over-advancing
on the payments.

The Minister for Railways: You did that
previously.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: No.

Mr. H W Mann: Did your pool make
a refund when you showed a loss last year?

Hon W. D. JOHNSON: I admit that
last year's operations were not snecessful.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The growers stood the
loss.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : We would nofi
have any objection to Mr. Hazel taking
the same responsibility and saying that, in
the event of his giving us an advance, and
we passed it on to the various producers,
and it was found afterwards that they re-
ceived more than the eggs realised, he would
have the right to get a refund from the
producer. But he wanted ' the board to
guarantee that we would attend to the re-
fund in the event of over-payment.

The Minister for Rasilways: You were
only agents.
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Hou. W. D. JOHNSON: We could not
take the risk; we have no money in our
pool; it is purely voluntary and we were
functioning in an honorary way. What Mr.
Hazel wanted us to do was fo take on a
business liability and we would have to pay
it ourselves.

The Minister for Railways: In the pre-
vious year you had a loss.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I had nothing
to do with the previous year. The previ-
ous year is causing grave anxiety to one
organisation at the moment, They are still
trying to get a refund of the over-payment.
We could not work on a basis of that des-
cription. What we had 10 do was to see
to it that if the firm established a letier of
credit to mect advances, that they would
get the advances from the producer him-
gelf and not the organisation. We were not
in a position to give a guarantee.

The Minister for Railways: Why not?

Hou, W. D. JOHNSON: We merely pre-
pared the eggs for export; we got nothing
out of it. We had no authority for deduct-
mg suwns of money for the purpose of guar-
anteeing Mr. Hazel or his principals;
neither would we exercise the ‘authority if
we had it, because we had no right to fune-
tion under the limited powers that we had
as a voluntary board and give a guarantee
with respeet to a refund,

The Minister for Railways: Have you a
copy of the contract you asked the producers
to sign?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes.

The Minister for Railways: Read that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There has heen
a certain contraect signed, but that contract
is not for the purpose of exporting eggs.
Anyway, I am not here to argue with the
hon. member. Mr, Hazel’s terms were that
we should give a personal guarantee in re-
spect of the refund. We went into the mat-
ter fully and decided we could not accept
the liability. Just at that period it is as-
serted that we were encouraging the busi-
ness to go through one channel. That is
not corect. When we started the mar-
keting of eggs, we first did it, it
is true, through the Westralian Farmers.
They started to market the first lot of eggs
and negotiated the first letter of credit. We
found then we could do better than we had
done in the previous year. It is asserted
that we refused Hazel's offer and gave pref-
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erence to another. That is not correet. Wa
did go to another firm which made repre-
sentations, That firm was able to get their
principals in London. to acecept the liability
of securing a refund from the producers
themselves, so that the board would not be
involved in any way. We went to a lot
of trouble to see that we were not person-
ally involved, and that the board were not
involved in overpayments. It had to be a
matter between the London firm, the agents
in Western Australia, and the producers.

Mr. HA W. Mann: Have you exported
any eggs this year?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: A considerable
quantity,

Mr. H. W. Mann: How many?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: 1 could not say.
Nelson & Company have exporied more than
we have.

The Minister for Railways:
guarantee ?

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: We have ex-
ported eggs under the authority of doen-
ments signed by various producers.

The Minister for Railways: They ecarry
all the liability, whereas you carry none.

Hon, W. . JOHNSON: There is no lia-
bility. The whole business is the individual
producer’s business. We are a board deal-
ing purely with letters of credit, and seeing
that payments are made from which there
are no deductions, other than the cost of
handling, over which we have no control,
This handling is carried out by special con-
tracts between the producers, endorsed by
the board, and the handling organisations.
Hazel's offer could not be accepted. It was
not as attractive as the other offers. The
price was not better than we could get from
other firms, but the other firms did not want
us to be personally responsible. Seeing that
the price we were getting was the same as
Hazel’s and more attractive because it
carried less liability, we accepted, after ma-
ture consideration, the other offer. There
was no reason why we should give the busi-
ness to Hazel

The Minister for Railways: Why do you
not say Mills & Co.?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON:
we had to deal with.

The Minister for Railways: Now we have
told you who these people are, tell us whe
were the people through whom you were
handling the matter in London.

Under this
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We were not
handling it through London, but from West-
ern Australia. We do not know London in
the matter. The Minister seems to know all
about it. We started to deal with the Wes-
tralian Farmers.

The Minister for Ratlways:
point.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: They did the
business with Overseas Farmers. That ox-
eanisation is a branch of the eo-operative
marketing organisation of Australasia and
New Zealand. Their arrangements with us
were not Bs attractive as were the others.
At the time IHazel was making representa-
tions, others were also doing it. We took
into consideration the offer submitted to us
bv the Westralian Farmers, the offer sub-
mitted by Hazel and the offer submitted by
Brown and Durean. We analysed them all.
We actually shipped some eggs under the
offer of the Westralian Farmers. When we
analysed the whole thing we found that
Brown and Dureaw’s offer was the best for
the produeers.

Me. Richardson: Were they higher in
price than the others?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It was not a
question of heing higher in price, and they
were alike in the matter of advances. On
actual realisation we do not kmow exaetly
what will be paid. Their offer by way of
advances was the same as Hazel’s, but less
objectionable in that we were not held re-
sponsible in the case of overpayments,

Mr. H W. Mann: Do you suggest that
Brown and Dureau are carrying the risk of
overpayments ¢

Hon. W. ). JOHNSON: They will look
to the producers and not to the board, That
is definite. The Minister seems to think that
Hazel was turned down because of our de-
sire to patronise some special firm. That
was not so. We changed our marketing
agents because we received a better offer. It
is not proposed, so far as I know, that the
board should depart from the present prac-
tice. They will use agents in the future ex-
actly as they have done in the past. All the
agents will be utilised if they can funection
to the advantage of the producers. With
regard to our ambition to get legislation in-
troduced into all the States, I wounld point
out that a Bill has, I believe, beer intro-
duced in the Victorian Parliament along the
lines of this one. The reason for that is that
representations have been made by the poul-

That is the
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try farmers of that State. They, like the
poultry farmers of Western Australia, ap-
preciate the conditions appertaining to or-
ganised marketing, as demonstrated by the
boards in Queensland and New South Wales.
They are agitating in Vietoria for a similar
board on the lines of those established in the
two States T have mentioned. The poultry
farmers in South Australia are doing the
same thing. The Minister for Agriculture
dealt with the representations that were
made to the South Australian Minister for
Agriculture, but did not read the whole of
the facts in connection with them. He read
the portions where it was pointed out that
an effective organisation was to-day in exist-
ence. The Red Comb Poultry Farmers’ Or-
ganisation in South Australia is one of the
best in the Commonwealth on a voluntary
bagis. It has been pointed out that although
this organisation has succeeded to a won-
derful extenf even on the volunfary basis,
the poultry farmers were failing to get pro-
per protection for their industry. The Red
Lomb Organisation is well known in Aus-
tralia as one of the most successful of ifs
kind operating in a voluntary way.  Not-
withstanding this, the poultry farmers of
South Australia have nrged their Minister
to introdnee a Bill of this kind. Upon re-
presentations being made to him he promised.
to bring down the measure. Legislation has
been launched in Victoria and promised in
South Australia on the same lines as the
legislation I am asking for in this Chamber.
These steps are being taken because of the
suceess of similar organisations in Queens-
land and New South Wales. We have no
other desire beyond this. Because the scheme
has been a suceess in those States, we ask
that the same principle should be foltowed
here.

The Premier: Are you sure it has been
successful

Hon. W, I). JOHNSOXN: Tt has heen en-
dorsed on numerons oceasions. The scheme
in Queensland has been running for a nnm-
ber of years, and re-elections and re-bal-
lots have taken place, as a result of which
the board has continued. The same thing
has occurred in New South Wales. The
poultry farmers there have endorsed the
scheme by a substantial majority. The
supporters of the Dried Fruits Board in
Western Australia have sought its eontinu-
anee from year fo year. This is evidence
that it must be funectioning sucessfully, just

[ASSEMBLY.]

as the other instances I have quoted are
evidence that the egg control boards have
functicned snceessfully in the other States.
There is no desire on my part purely to
get a Bill through the House for any per-
sonal advantage to myself. I am not inter-
ested except as one who is desirous of help-
ing the produncers. I do not want to help
the producers by injuring the consumers.
As is the case with the member for Leeder-
ville, my constituency is mainly, if not
wholly, a consuming constituency. I would
not be faithful to my trust if T did any-
thing to injure the interests of the consumers
in the Guildford-Midland constituency. I
know [ am not going to injure them. My
objeet is to give them a commodity that
will be presented np to a standard value,
and at a price that will be regulated all
the year round, so that they will be en-
abled to get eggs at a price and of a guality
that will command respect and support. I
trust members will realise that most of the
work connected with the Bill has to be done
in Committee, where 1 hope to give satis-
faction to members generally.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. . oo X7
Noes o .. 19
Majority against 2
AYED.
Mr. Collier Mr. Panton
Mr. Coverley Mr, Raphael
Mr. Hegney Mr, Sampson
JMr. Johasou Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Lamond Mr. Troy
Mr, Lutey Mr. Wansbrouvgh
Mr. Mgarashall Mr. Willcock
Mr. McCallum Mr. Wilsou
Mr. Munele (Teller.)
Noes.
Mr. Barpard Mr. J. I. Maon
Mr, Brown Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Cunuingham Mr. Parker
Mr. Davy Mr. Patrick
Az, Douesy Mr. Richardson
Mr, Griffiths Mr. Bcaddan
Mr., Keenan Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Latbam My, Wells
Mr. Lindsay M#. North
Mr. H. W. Mann {Teller.)
PAIR:
ATES. i Noes
Mr. McLarty Mr. Angelo

Question thus negatived; the Bill de-

feated,
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Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFTOLDING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Counecil with amend-
ments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1930-31,
In Committee of Supply.

Resaumed from the 16th October; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.

Department of the Minister for Mines
(Hon. J. Scaddan, Minister).

Vote—Mines, £94,254:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Maylands) [7.35]: Hon. mem-
bers will have noticed that the Estimates
do not vary considerably from those relat-
ing to last year's estimated expenditure, ex-
cept that the Estimates for this year show
a decrease of £10,862 as compared with
the actual expenditure during the last finan-
cial year. That reduction is largely ae-
counted for by the amalgamation of posi-
tions, the rednction of temporary assistance,
the decreased contribuiions required to the
Mine \Workers’ Relief Fund, mainly due to
cormopensation under the Miners’ Phthisis
Act, a reduction of the -contributions
under the Miners’ Phthisis Act to the ex-
tent of £7,213, which I will explain later,
and a large reduection in the expenditure on
account of travelling expenses for the field
staff. With most of those items, I am sure
hon. members will be in agreement, and will
believe that we are jusiified, under existing
conditions, in introducing economies and
making reductions. On the question of the
reduced compensation payments under the
Miners’ Phthisis Act, 1 investigated the posi-
tion and found that, while there is provi-
sion for tne payment of compensation under
the Third Schedule of the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act, the condifions prevailing un-
der the operations of the Miners’ Phthisis
Aect practically made it a dead letter in ifs
effect on the men in the mining industry,
for the reason that the compensation pay-
able under the Miners’ Phthisis Act is
greater than that payable under the Work-
ers' Compensation Act. Compensation
under the '‘Workers' Compensation Act

applies, of course, only to those who
have to leave the mining industry becanse
they have been found to be suffering from
silicosis. As the compensation is greater
under the Miners’ Phthisis Aet, men so suf-
fering do not leave their oceupations read-
ily, but prefer to remain in the industry
until they contract tuberculosis, only to be
taken away from the mines compulsorily,
and placed under the provisions of the
Miners’ Phthisis Act, in order to secure the
higher compensation. In those -eircum-
stances, the matter was taken up with the
officer in charge of the Siate Insurance
Departinent, which handles the question of
compensation under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act as it applies to the Third Sched-
ule, and he has agreed to make a contribu-
tion from the department’s funds of £14,000
towards payments under the Minars'
Phthisis Act. I admit that the amount
available is less than we are entitled to
receive.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That payment is to
be made by the State Insurance Depart-
ment. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
from premiums received from the mining
companies. That amount is much less than
the cost would represent if Lhe men were
aetually taken out of the mines when they
were examined and found to be suffering from
silicosis in its advanced stages; but, as I
have pointed out, those men prefer to re-
main in the mines until they contract tuber-
culosis, which they are more liable fo do
when once they suffer from silicosis. Some
anxiety has been expressed by lLon. mem-
bers with regard ‘to the results veported
after the recent re-examination. My pre-
decessor in office was concerned ahout the
fact that after the recent ve-examination
there appeared to be a greater number of
miners who had centracted tuberenlosis than
in previous years. When I inquived into the
position and ascertained the explanation, T
discovered there was no real ground for
exceptional alarm. 1 found that the resuli
was due mainly to the fact that there had
been introduced more up-to-date plant and
a change in the officer responsible for the
examinations.

Mr, Munsie: The up-to-date plant had
heen installed for the other examination, ;
The MINISTER FOR JMINES: Yes,
but the officer appointed to conduct the re-
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examinations that took place veeently is
evidently more keen than his predecessor,
and does not take any chances. It ean be
said that if a similar examination were made
respecting every individual in the eom-
munity, it would be found that there were
very few who did not show evidence of
tuberculosis. That is rather an astounding
statement to make, but it is enly in recent
years that we have actually discovered a
method by which tubereulosis in its early
stages can be dizcovered. Kven now a greaf
number of men in the outhack goldlields
districts, who are not in & position o be
examined in the laboratory in Kalgoorle,
are examined before they are allowed to
enter the mining industry, and that cxam-
ination is eonducied by medical men under
the best methods known to them, other than
the X-ray process. In such examinations,
no evidence of fuberculosis has heen found
in the men, but when they have undergone
the X-ray examination, it has been found
that in quite a number of them there is
evidence not only of the disease in its early
stages, but ot the disease in a stage of actual
activity.

Hon. P. Collier: And the disease ean he
carried through a whole generatiow.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
is s0. The result is that when the re-examin-
ation has been condueted, what might be
termed a “spot” has been found, but that
spot is not active. It is assumed that the
present officer who makes the examination,
heing more particular than his predecessor,
has insisted that such men shonld not be
allowed to continue work in the mines. I
d6 not know that we need worry about that,
because, so far as I ean learn, tnbereulosis
may be found in the majority of tha people
to a greater or lesser degree. Tn those
people, however, the disease is not danger-
oug, and may not become active during their
lifetime. It is only when sueh people enter
an occupation that may tend to make the
disease active that they hecome affoeted by
it, and in many eases the diseaze spreads
rapidly, until galloping consumption is
contracted, and the individnal passes away.
A great number of people may have tuber-
culosis, without any indieation of it in their
general health, It has now been ascertained
that in some instances the “spot” has heen
present in individuals almost from birth,
but has never becoms nctive. Suddenly
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it has burst into activity. with the
result that galloping consumption develops
and the disease cannot be stopped. In clean-
ing up our mines, it is assumed that it is un-
desirable to retain underground men who
give evidence of having a “spot” on their
langs. Once such men becoime dusted, and
conlract silicosis, the disease is likely to bhe-
come active quickly, with the inevitable re-
sult I have indicated. In such eases it is
desirable to take the men affected ont of the
minte, not only in the interests of others, but
of themselves, seeing that they will shorten
their own lives if they remain working
underground. We have set out fo relieve
the men confronted with the possibility of
contracting tuberculosis so that they may be
able to live longer and lead useful lives. We
are continuing the practice of taking such
men from the mines. As a matter of faet,
the re-examination recently made showed
there were a greater numher of men who had
apparently rcached an advanced stage of
silicosis. 1 am, at the present time, disenss-
ing the whole position with a view, perhaps,
to submitting amending proposals to Parlia-
ment at a later stage, to govern the condi-
tions under which we fake men from the
mines, Instead of waiting untit men econ-
traet tuberculosis before they are foreed out
of the mines, I ain considering whether we
cannot force them out at the stage at which,
though lable to contract tubercnlosis, they
are still normal to all ontward appearances
and are able to live many vears of useful
existence, provided they do not take up
oceupations caleulated to lring the disease
to a state of activity. Such men may not be
able to do their work as efliciently as for-
merly. They may be what is koown as
“short in the wind” but otherwise fit enongh.
1 discussed the position with Dr. Mitchell
and 1 ascertained that it is held that these
men, unless they have reached the advanced
stage of silicosis, are, althongh perhaps un-
comfortable because of being “short in the
wind,” quite capable of carrying out healthy
oecupations for years to eome. If we force
those men out of the mines at that stage, it
will be not only in the interests of them-
selves but of those with whom they come in
contact in the course of their mining opera-
tions. That is desirable from the point of
view of all concerned. In Soutl Africa they
have practically eleaned wup the position.
They had a very hard row fo hoe and a very
expensive one, but the burden did not fall
on the general taxpayer to so great an ex-
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tent as it does here. I am of opinion that,
having made the preliminary survev, we
have now reached the stage where we ought
to follow the example set by South Afriea
and give the men an opportunity to come
out of the mines while they are still able-
hodied and fit to follow some other useful
occupation, rather than compel them to stay
in the mines until they become wrecks and
very often go to eariy graves. Whether that
reform could be put into effeet without un-
due expense to the eomumunity, remains to
he seen. The view T take is that when the
men are atfacked by silicosis, they ought to
he warned that the compensation they will
receive will not he any greater eventuaolly
than if they leave the mine before becoming
infected by tuberculosis. Our Aet is very
definite that the men are not to be taken out
of the mine unless they are suffering from
tuherculosis, and in order to bring them out
at an earlier stage we would have to consider
the question of the compensation to be paid.
The mining industry is of sufficient value to
the State to justify the State in doing some-
thing for the men who suffer in health in
consequence of following the oceupation of
mining. I think they ought to receive what
we would be justified in giving them under
the Third Schedule of the Workers' Com-
pensation Aet, and that they ought also to
wet a guarantee that after they have ex-
hausted their rights under that Act they
would be eligible for special compensation;
for it is of eonsiderable advantage to the
State to have a man able-bodied and in fit
physical condition rather than to have him
a physical wreek. That is a matter which,
of course, I cannot pursue in any detail at
this juneture, but which I propose to deal
with at a later stage. Tt is a matter
which I view in the light of the welfare
of our citizens, and therefore I propose
to ask my predecessor, the member for
Hannans (Mr. Munsie) and, if he likes,
other members representing goldfields
constituencies, to confer with me during re-
cess in order to see if we cannot get a non-
contentious measure dvafted to sibmit to
the House, a measure which will do justice
to the men and at the same time be essen-
tially fair to the general community. I am
of opinion this ean be effected by consulta-
fion with those who have had experience of
the industry. In my view this is the most
serious matter affecting the department at
the moment. Of course I could give mem-

bers statistics regarding the output from
our mines, but that would be of no value
because members have all the figures sub-
mitted in various returns from time to time.
There is one other question to which I think
I am entitled to refer at this stage, namely,
the proposal that the Federal Government
should grant a bonus on the production of
gold. Personally 1 am not very keen on
bounties and bonuses to industries; but if
we have a policy, which apparently has been
accepied in Australia, of a high tariff wall
in order to assist our sheltered industries,
there are other industries that have to he
compensated for the impost of the high
tariff, and that eompeusation they ean only
receive by way of a bonus or bonnty. So
I cannot see why a commodity such as gold,
which fortunately we cannot over-produre,
and which, equally fortunately, always has
a rveady market and does not require any
protective tariff to allow it to continue in
competition with the productivn of gold in
other parts of the worldi—I cannot see why
it should not receive equal consideration
with other industries, because it suffers
equally with other industries from the cpera-
tion of the high tariff. If, az has heen as.
serted, it is economiecally unsonnd to apply
a honus to the productien of gold, it seems
tc me even more economically unsound to
provide a Lonus for other industries mevely
to holster them up against keen competition
in other parts of the world, However, I am
not going to urge the granting of a gold
bonus on that ground at all, hut on the
ground that unquestionably it would give a
fillip to the production of gold, and so would
help our industry. And not only would it
help the mining indostry, but it wounld help
the Commonwealth in its present depression.
In fact I have said, and I repeat it here,
that I know of no single act open to the Fed-
eral Government which would be so likely
to help us in ow time of stress as a bonus
on pold, It would have to be of such a kind
that it would he the means of introducing
hew capital to open up new mines, new cap-
ital for the improvement of existing mining
machinery, and new capital for the opening
up of mines known to-dav as low-grade pro-
positions, 8o although it way be claimed
by economists to he unsound, I take the view
that if any bonus is warranted, undonbtedly
it 13 one on gold. Recently we were told hy
the Prime Minister that the Federal Govern-
ment would not consider the granting of a
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gold bonus on any basis at all.
much surprised at that.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You need not be sur-
prised, for Mr, Bruce was even more defin-
ite.

The MINISTEDR FOR MIXES:; I am not
concerned about the attitude of Mr. Bruea
as against that of Mr. Scullin, What I am
more concerned about is an effective honus
on an industry so vital to Western Australia
as is that of gold mining. When 1 made re-
ference to the question of a gold bonus be-
ing considered in some quarters to be eco-
nomically unsound, I had it in mind that it
was My, Bruce who bad made that statement
in declining to grant a bonus. Mr. Seullin,
of course, did not take that attitude at all.
He simply said the Federal Government
would not grant o bonus on gold on any
basis at all. Sinee then evidently the matter
has been further pursued, and a couple of
days ago Mr. Fenton, the Acting Prime Min-
ister, made an announcement—vhich appar-
ently was premature—that it was intended
to grant a gold bonus. It seems evident that
the Tederal Cabinet discussed the question
and agreed to grant the bonus, subject to the
approval of their party and eventually of
the Federal Parliament in passing the neces-
sary legislation to permit of the granting
of a bonus on the produetion of gold. I sin-
cerely hope Ar. Fenton’s statement is cor-
rect, after all. I have no doubt it will get
the support of his party, and I doubt still
less that the proposal would reccive the
sanction of the Federal Parliament. So
although there may be some doubt about it
at the moment, I am hopeful that eventuaily
we shall obtain justice for an industry
which had to suffer considerably during the
war period and which has heen suffering
heavily ever sinee.

Mr. Angelo: And an industry that has
done a great deal for the country.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: Un-
doubtedly it has. After all, it is not merely
the question whether we are to have the
gold bonus, but whether that Dbonus is
going to be cffective. The first gold bonus
sought was upon the total production of
gold, which would be a very heavy burden
on the taxpayer. Indeed, it was question-
able whether the Federal Government
could finance a proposal of that kind.
Eventually the request was made that the
bonus should take the form of £1 per ounce
on the increased produetion of gold. That,

I was very
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I understand, is the proposal at present
in the minds of the Federal Cabinet.

Hon. P. Collier: That is, the produection
in excess of that of last year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
That of comrse is on the basis of the in-
ereased production for Australia as a
whole, not on the increased production of
any one State. Any inerease in the gold
prodoction. over that of 1929 would be
paid for on the basis of £1 per ounce. Qur
gold preoduction last year was 372,000
ounces—leaving out the odd ounces. What-
ever we produce this year in excess of that
372,000 ounces would bring us a bonus of
£1 per ounce. There has been abroad the
impression that the bonus would apply to
any new gold produced as the result of the
opening of a new mine. It is expected that
the Wiluna mine will produce balf a mil-
lion ounces per annum, and the impres-
sion seems to be that we would receive, not
£4 per ounce, but £5 ,per ounce on that
total production. That is not the proposal
at all. On the other hand, if we were to
increase our 372,000 ounces by, say,
50,000 ounces this year, then we wonld re-
ceive a bonus of £50,000, and that £50,000
wonld be distributed over the total of
422,000 ounces, which wounld work out at a
bonus of half-a-erown per ounce. To grant
us a gold bonus of half-a-ecrown per ounce
would be no better than giving us nothing
at all, for it would not have the effect of
inducing fresh capital te come into the
State.

Mr. Angelo: And it would be too uncer-
tain,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It ig not
o question of uncertainty, becanse it is un.
derstood that the bonus if granted is to
last for 10 years,

Mr. Angelo: But what they are going to
got would be too uncertain.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
course. To be satisfactory, the gold bonus
would require to be at least 10s. per ounce
spread over the whole of the production but
making a maximum, so that there would not
be undue strain on the resources of Austra-
lia in providing the bonus. [ think 10s, per
ounce could be paid on any increased gold
productien with a good profit to Australia,
particalarly in our existing ecunomic eon-
ditions. For a bonus of 10s. per ounce
would have the effect of introdneing new
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capital, not merely for the opering up of
new mines, but also for the re-opening of
mines that have been proved to carry large
quantities of low-grade ore. Under the
existing high eonsts, those low-grade mines
cannot be profitably worked. I think Wil-
una, as a goldfield, would not be able pro-
fitably to operate on exaetly the same con-
ditions as obtain in Kalgoorlie. I do not
think the Kalgoorlie methods would permit
the Wiluna mine to show a profit.

Hon. P. Collier: Most certainly they
would not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For the
Wiluna conditions, a large amount of capi-
tal is 1equired.

Hon, M. F. Troy And the latest possible
equipnient.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, that
is so. What I think will happen under a
gold bonus is, not merely that we shall have
new fields opened, but that some of the old
fields known to contain large quantitics of
low-grade ore will be re-opened.

Hon. I?. Collier: There are greater pos-
sthilities there than in new fields.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, 1
think so, but the bonuns has to be sufficient
to attract the capital. And, after all, if
it does not have thai effecl Lhere will be
no advantage in getting a bLonus, for then
it will affeet only new mines, and so will
eost the taxpayer a good deal without re-
turning any great advantage. Also, an ef-
fective bonus will be of great assistance fo
mines finding it difficult to obtain capital
with which to improve their methods, mines
such as the Lake View and the Gwalia.
But unless they practice those methods, not
only will those mines reach the end of thewr
existence much earlier than they otherwise
would, bat much gold wjll remaipn in the
ground and never be recovered. The richer
chutes will all have been exhausted and the
low-grade ore will remain in the ground.
That is very undesirable from an economic
point of view, but there are no means to
nbviate it exeept a gold bonus. Having
mentioned the bonus on an increase of
50,000 ounces at 2s. Gid. per ounce, let me
say that the mines are receiving Os. 7d.
as a premiwm on every ounce of gold. Yet
with that 0s. 7d. many mines are confronted
with difficulties, and it may not be very long
before they will have to close down. There-
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fore the bonus will have io be sufficient ta
attract fresh capital. It is ecapital we want
in the mining industry more than anything
else, in order that plant and methods may
be improved and that large quantibties of
low-grade ore, which we know to exist, may
be developed.

Mr. Sampson: That will be in addition
to the exchange benefit?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. I
happen to know that sinee the middle of
March, when the exchange benefit was £2
7s. 6d. per cent., to the end of September,
when the rate was £5 53. per cent., the pre-
mium received on the gold produced on
the Golden Mille amounted to something
over £40,000. That was a very nice little
windfall, rnd it is helping the mines con-
siderably. This brings me to a point that
has been exercising the minds of members
represenfing constituencies in and around
Kalgourlie, that the Government have trans-
ferred the obligation represented by the re-
bate on water charges to the mines. The
Chamber of Mines have been exercising
themselves pretty freely in the last few
weeks, by sending telegrams to members
and using the columns of the Press, to de-
nounce the procedure. The amount previ-
ously made availzble to pay for the rebate
on wuater used by the mines was taken from
loan funds under the Mines Development
Vote. The Loan Council definitely decided
that this was not an expenditure which
could be charged against loan. For this
yvear we have made provision under the
Sale of (Gtovernment Property Trust Ae-
count for something like £45,000 to meet
the expenditure previously defrayed out of
the Dlines Development Vote. Ii is too
early for me to say that that will be con-
tinued. Ouly the Treasurer could answer
the questien, and perbaps not even he could
do s0 at this stage. We are hoping that a
change of conditions will occur before the
30th June next, and that the mines will not
suffer unnecessarily, because this would be
a heavy burden for them to carry.

Mr. Cupningbam: Is it assured for this
financial year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes; it
is on the Estimates, and the amount has
been transferred from General Loan Fund
to the Sale of Government Property Trust
Account. Over and above that, the mines
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have u heavy burden to earry this vear
under the Third Schedule of the Workers’
Compensation Act. The premiums were
previously paid out of the disabilitiez grant.

Hon. P. Collier: The amount i= about
£30,000 a year.

The MINISTER I"OR MINES: Alto-
gether the amount paid by way of water re-
bate and premiums under the Third Sche-
dule of the Workers' Compensation et
amounted to over £390,000 per annum. If
that burden were to fall suddenly upon the
Kalgoorlie mines it would prove a very seri-
ous blow. I assure members, and people out-
side the Chamber interested in the mining
industry, that we have a full realisation of’
the diffienlties, and are hoping te find means
to prevent all of the hurden being east on the
mining industry. We want to prevent the
mines from closing down, which I am afraid
would happen if the burden were cast upon
them. Whether I shall be able to get the
necessary nionev will depend upon the Tréa-
surer. I have endeavoured to show him
the serionsness of the position, and if ways
and means gan be found, I am satisfed he
will do his best t¢ provide the money. How
he will do it is more than he can say. I
have nothing further to add at this stage
because, outside the two or three items I
have explained, the expenditure is not mueh
different, from, that of last year.

MR. MUNSIE (Hannans) [86]: I eem-
pliment the Minister upon the full statement
lie has given of the Mines Estimates. T was
pleased to hear many of the remarks that
have fallen from him, but there are one or
two matters about which T wish to inquire,
and I hope the Minister will be able to give
a satisfactory explanation of them when he
replies. I wish to deal briefly with the state-
ment of the Minister regarding the gold
bonus, and the propusals submitted. T
realise the advantage that the industry is
receiving at present through the rate of
exchange. The first proposal submitted was
that £1 per ounce should be paid on gold
produced in Australin. 1t was definitely
stated in the written conditions submitted
to the Commonwealth Government that they
had a right to retain any difference aceruing
from the exchange rate. Consequently, if
the Commonwealth had paid the bonus of £1
an ounce from the Treasury, the net amount
the Treasury would have to find at present
would be 13s. 5d. As a matter of faect, it
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would not be paying quite that amount. I
believe the mining industyry is gatting ahout
6s. 7d. The Commonwealth Government still
commandeer all gold produced, and the Com-
monwenlth Bank is allowed a certain per-
ventaze to pay for the cost of insurance and
shipping the gold to London. On the gold
produced to the end of last month, and
shipped from Ausiralia, the bank had shown
o profit of approximately £1G,000. If the
Commonwealth had been getting the total
exchange, they would have received more
than the 6s. 7d. per ounce. The amount
would have been nearer to 7s, so that the
Commonwealth would have been payving a
bonus of azbout 13s. That proposal, how-
ever, was definitely turned down, but a sub-
sequent proposal was submitted. What the
intention of the Commonwealth Government
is I cannot yet say, because contradictory
statements have heen published during the
past two days. I am hopetful that the second
proposal will be adopted. lt provided that
the Commonwealth should pay £1 per ounce
on all gold produced in Australia over and
ahove the 377,000 ounces produeed last year,
but that the industry should have the right
to the difference arising {rom the fovourable
exchange rate. Consequently, that would
mean not 2s. 6d. an ounce, but 2:. 8d. on top
of the present exehange advantage.

The Minister for Mines: When that pro-
posal was put up there was no premium.

Mr. MUNSIE: There was a premium when
the first proposal was put up.

The Minister for Mines: No, it commenced
only on the 30th March of this year.

Mr., MUNSIE: But when we waited as a
deputation on the Prime Minister, there was
i bonus on gold.

Hon. P. Collier: That was in July.

Mr. MUNBIE: Yes. If there is one in-
dustry in Australia for which a good ease
tor assistance can be made out, it is the gold
mining industry. | do not care what other
industry may be assisted, if people were en-
couraged tv engage in tle production or
manufacture of any other commodity, one
thing that would result would be over-
production. With gold there is no possible
chance of over-production. I wish also to
refer to the position under the Miners’
Phthisis Aet and the Workers’ Compensnatior:
Act. I assure the Minister that after my
three years’ experience of administration, if
I can do anything to facilitate a satisfactory
arrangement beinz wade to withdraw from
the mines the men sutfering from miners'
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phthisis, it will be done. The Minister said
that, unfortunately, the men did not leave
the mines as readily as they ought to do
when they were found to be suffering from
dust, that is phthisis. The explanation is
simple. It is not altogether a matter of the
condifions under the Miners’ Phthisis Act
being better than those under the Workers'
Compensation Act, and that therefore the
men remain in the mine until they contraet
tuberculosis and can come under the Miners’'
Phthisis Act. TUnder the Third Schedule of
the Workers’ Compensation Act they cannot
get any compensation for dust until they are
certified to be totally ineapacitated. Con-
sequently, they have fo work in the mines
until they are unable to work any longer,
because otherwise they cannof come under
the Workers’ Compensation Act. It is not
o matter of their not leaving; they cannof
leave. If they do leave, they get nothing.
Therefore a man would be foolish to leave.
Hundreds of them left when informaed by the
Mines Department that they were suflering
from dust and that, in the interests of
their own health, they ought to quit
mining. Buf they found it difficult to ob-
tain employment elsewhere, and within the
two years that they were allowed to return
to the mines, many of them did return and,
on being examined, were found to be suffer-
ing from dust. The reusvn, however, was
that they eounld not find employment else-
where. The Minister also referred to the
results of the recent examination. 1 think
the Minister has taken a very generous view
ol the abnormal increase. I do not know
what the figures are, but when I left office
they were at least 150 per cent. worse as
compared with the corresponding portion
of the examination in the previous year.
That is rather alarming. The Minister
pointed out that it was due to the new
machine and move effective wmethods,
But the machine was there last year. I
drew attention to the point then, There
was a Press controversy on the subject.
After making many inquiries, T published
a statement; and it was then said that the
abnormal number of men brought from
normal to silicosis early, or from silicosis
early to advanced, was due to the use
of the new machine. However, nothing
was said on that occasion regarding the
number of tubercular men. I do not want
to keep in the mines any man suffering
even from dust, especially if there is the
slightest doubt as to whether he is suffer-
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ing from tuberculosis. I do not want
any man served with a notice that he is
suffering from tubercubosis unless it is
certain that he is suffering from the dis-
esse. Many men take it philosophically
and in a good spirit; but a fair percent-
age immediately upon their notification,
in an Australian phrase, “drop their bun-
dles” and are speedily gone. It is a ser-
1ous thing for any man, medical or other-
wise, to notify a miner that he is suffer-
ing from tuberculosis unless it is certain,
With all due respect fo science and the
X-ray method, I still hold that a fairly
large number of men who were notified as a
resuli of this examination to be sufferers
from tuberculosis, would not disclose any
trace of tuberculosis if put under any
other known (est.

The Minister for Mines: I agree with
you.

Mr, MUNSIE: I mentioned that aspect
to the Minister some time ago. I know
of a man who worked in the Kalgoorlie
mines for some considerable time prior to
the passing of the Miners' Phthisis Act,
when there was no payment whatever for
men suffering from tuberculosis. That
man found his health going. He certainly
had dust. He left the mines, and remained
away fiom them for about 34 years. Then,
feeling himself getting worse, he came to
Perth. Here he stayed with a friend, who
advised him to see a doctor. He in fact
saw three of the leading medical men of
Perth. All three pronounced him to be
an advanced case of tuberculosis.  The
man became very downhearted. As a last
resource his friend advised him to go to
the Sanatorium and consult Dr. Mit-
chell, giving him a note to enter the
sanatorium. The man was in the institu-
tion for only nine days. On the recom-
mendation of the friend, Dr, Mitchell put
the man under special examination and
treatment for the iesting of his expector-
ation. As a result, in nine days the man
was discharged as having no sign or traece
of tuberculosis. The doctor 'simply said
that the man would in a short period spit
his lung away with phthisis, but that when
he got rid of the lang he would be all
right. The man is at work to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: Doctors differ and the
patient lives,

Mr. MUNSIE: The man is now work-
ing on ihe land with one lung. He spat
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the other lung clean away, not owing to
tubereutosis but owing to phthisiz. If as
the vesuwlt of the X-ray examination the
least spot is found on a man's lung, no
rvizk is taken; the man 1z turned down
for tuberculosis.  NMany men have been
turned down because they have the spot.
and not beecanse they have tuberculosis.
Anything T can de to help the Minister
in overcoming these difficulties 1  shall
gladly do. T have been informed that the
Minister has altered the conditions which
prevailed some little time ago as to freat-
ment of miners notified to he sufivring
from tuberculosis early. Formerly, as soen
as the Mines Department received word that
a man had been found as the resualt of a
laboratory examination to be soffering
from tuberculosis, he was notified and pro-
hibited from further work, and naturally
was paid the award rate for the work he
had been doing at the time of his withdrawal
from the mines until Dr. Mitehell or Dr.
Stevens could go to the district and ex-
amine the man to ascertain whether or not
he was fit for ght work. If he was cer-
tified as totally ineapacitated, he came un-
der phthisis compensation. If he was ecerti-
fied to he fit for lizht work, it became the
Government’s duty to find him light work
or else pay him the ruling rate of wages.
Nowadays, when the Alines Department
receive the lahoratory notification that a
man is suffering from tuberculosis, they
do not serve the withdrawal notice on him
immediately, but withhold it until the
doctar’s arrival in Kalgoorlie; on the day
the doctor reaches Kalgoorlie, the man re-
ceives the natice of his withdrawal. The in-
ferval may be a fortnight or three weeks.
Now, the Aet was passed specially for the
protection of miners who had not got tuber-
culosis as against miners who unfortunately
had. In face of that legislation, it is wrong
to permit any longer time than is unavoid-
able to elapse before notifying an affected
man of his withdrawal. By the present
course, the department save the man's wages
until Dr. Mitchell ean get to Kalgoorlie.
About that I am not worried, but I am
worried about a man who is left in the mines
after he is known to be suifering from tuber-
culosis. Further, 1 &m told, though I can-
nof vouch for the truth of if, that in some
cases Dr. Mitchell, in the face of a labora-
tory certificate that the man is suffering
from {ubereulosis, has ordered him back to
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the mines. I hope the Minister will be gble
either to explain that matter or contradiect
the statement.

Hon. P. Collier: Such a man is allowed
to work on the surface of the mine, wlere he
is not a danger to his fellow workers.

Mr, MUNSIE: My information is that
the doctor ordered such men back to work
on the mines—whether on the surface ar
underground I do not know. Care is neces-
sary. I am prepared to admit that if the
Act i3 administered with literal strictmess,
no man certified to be suffering from tuber-
enlosis ean work on a mining lease. I know
of a case in which after five years, npon the
second examiration, & man was found to be
suffering from tuberculosis. He was work-
ing on the surface, in the open air, and at
a fairly healthy occupation. There was no
dust at his work, and he was at least 100
yards away from any other man. On the
doctor's recommendation he was permitted
fo continue to work under those conditions.
I also know that such cases have occurred
previously, I would not raise any objee-
tion to work of that kind being done by a
eertified man. If the man cannot work on
the fields, he is brought to Perth, This fre-
quently means that he has to break up a
home in Kalgoorlie. Probably nowsdays he
can get something for his home; but he is
also under this disadvantage, that people do
not Jike to buy a house that is known to
have been ocecupied by a tuberculous man.
I am prepared to accept the Minister's ex-
planation, I was wondering how the hon.
gentleman would manage the reduction of
£7,000 odd on the amount to be paid for
miners’ phthisis eases this year, when the
numbers are increasing se fast. To some
extent the Minister has explained it by
gaying that the State Insurance office will
rebate the Government to the extent of
£10,000. T fear, however, that at the end
of the year the Minister will find £10,000
nothing like sufficient for the extra pay-
ments under the Act.

The Minister for Mines: We have to meet
our ohligations, anyhow.

Mr. MUNSIE: (Certainly. Bat I was
wondering how the Minister was pgoing to
find the money. Although the previous
Government were responsible for establish-
ing the State Insurance Office, the institu-
tion is still being carried on whether legalty
or illegally.
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The Minister for Mines: We do not want
to introduce that subject here. It is not con-
nected with the Mines Departmendt.

Mr. MUNSIE: TUndoubtedly the State
Insurance Office, year by year, was showing
an immense profit on the item of insurance
under the Third Schedule. It will eontinue
to show that profit while the Miners’
Phthisis Act is in operation, becaunse it does
not pay the true or ordinary liability. As
I have previously mentioned, and as the
Minister stated, men are not leaving the
mines because of having phthisis. At the
same time, the present position is not fair;
and that is why I raise the point. If the
Government cannot find the money, it is not
fair to ask the mining industry of this State
to pay £4 10s. per cent for insurance under
the Third Schedule, whilst the lability or
risk is not more than £1 10s, per cent.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet)
[8.307: 1 was very pleased to hear the re-
marks of the member for Hannans, particu-
larly in respect to the operations of the
Miners’ Phthisis Aet and the Workers’
Compensation Act. I was also glad to hear
the Minister’s promise with regard to the
transference of miners from the mines be-
tore they reached the T.B. stage, or the
advanced stage of miner’s phthisis. T ean
assure the Minister that we on this side
will gladly give him every help in that
direetion. It iy a proper precaution to
take men from the mines before their ill-
nes becomes too severe. In any arrange-
ment that is made, there will have to be
provision to place men in new jobs. It
is peculiar that men who have followed
the occupation of mining for many years
get it into their minds that they are unfit
for any other work. No measure will be
satisfaetory unless it is one that provides
some cecupation that will enable the mirer
to leave the industry not only in the in-
terests of his own health, but for his bene-
fit. T approach these Estimates with mixed
fealings, I have no wish to be hard on
the Minister, but I have some grievances
which it will be realised are perfectly
legitimate. I shall be prepared to give the
Minister every assistance provided he puts
up a fight—which in my opinion he will
find it necessary to do—in the Cabinet.

The Minister for Mines: I have my
gloves off.
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Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister will
need them off, too. I was very elated when
I read yesterday that the Federal Govern-
ment had promised to grant a bonus on the
production of gold, but I was very disap-
pointed when T discovered this rmorning
that it was a canard.

Hon. P. Collier:
mistake.

Hoon. M. . TROY: This afternoon my
spirits were a little higher; I think there
is something in what we were told yester-
day, and the possibilities are that the
Prime Ministor may have given a hint, and
the hint was immediately accepted as the
decision of the Government. These who
have been associated with the Ministry will
realise how those things happen. At any
rate, T am hopeful that the Federal Gov-
ernment will sce their way clear to grani
the bonus on gold, Af a time like thy
present people are looking round for means
by which we may tide over the existing
depression, and the country is full of amateur
eeonomists, who tell us of all the things that
might be done. In fact, we are absolutely
inundated with little pamphlets telling us
how we can get out of our difficulties. But
the extraordinary thing is that all these wise
men disagree, and so as a last resort, we are
compelled to depend upon ourselves, [ have
come to the conelusion that about the only
sound economy at the present time, if the
country is to be assisted, is a bonus on the
production of gold. In my own simple way
I have made up my mind on the following
basis: The gold basis against the issue of
notes is 25 per cent. What is proposed is
that five notes shonld be issued in puyment
for the production of gold worth £4, that
the Commonwealth Government should find
that £5 for the £4 worth of gold. We shall
be increasing the gold reserve. If might be
called inflation, but it cannot be inflation to
provide notes for the employment of people
in an avenue that is ereating real wealth. It
would be inflation if we were paying for
gonds which are sold to-day at a less. In
the same way it would he inflation if notes
were printed for the mere purpuse of pro-
viding work. For instance, the issue of notes
on work at Blaeckhoy would be a decided in-
flation. The issne of five one-pound notes
for one ounce of gold will increase the gold
reserve and will ereate that commodity which
can be utilised to pay onr debis abroad.
That should be the sonndest possible econ-

It was a reporter’s
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omy. Even though it might not be as sound
as others suggested it will help us to tide
over the difficulty which faces us. It may
be the bridge by which Western Austiralia
can get over its temporary dudiculties until
such time as the prices of wheat and wool
improve to enable us to return to a period
of prosperity. It would be & mighty gooud
thing for this country, and sowething
that we should weleome with both hands.
I quite understand that a bonus of £1 an
ounce of gold would bring into produetiom
a large number of mines that are now closed
down. I know of one or two which 1 am
sure a bonus on gold would be the wmeans
of re-opening, and 1 can conceive the large
number of prospectors who would be em-
ployed in the smaller shows in various parts
of the State producing gold. Even if they
were earning only a few pounds a week,
there is always the prospeet of making
something more. There are hundreds of
prospectors who have drifted to the city
during the last 20 years berause the city
offered facilities for the edueation of their
children, faeilities entirely denied to them in
the back parts of the State. The children
of the people in the back eountry, if they
remain out there, must hecome the hewers
of wood and earriers of water. RNo we [ind
their parents drvift fo the city where they
can have their children edueated and later
find employment for them. In that way
the population of the metropolitan area has
grown, and now, beeaunse of the lack of
employviment, these people are going baeck
to the goldfields in large numbers. They
ave the men who wonld be emploved in the
smaller mines producing gold and assisting
Western Australia to regain its former
prosperity. Again there would he a big
market for mueh of the prodnee grown in
Western Australia. Therefore I hope that
the encouragement we have been given in
the last day or two will be more definite
within the week, and that the Cowmon-
wealth Government will announee that it is
their sntention to pay & gold honus. What-
ever may he said by economasts, I am con-
vinced that such a bonus would help the
State to bridge its diffieulties.

My, H. W. Mann: We shall be prepared
to take the risk.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I do not think the
risk would be great. We heed the c1v nbout
the production of more wheat, more wool,
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and more buiter, but what is the use of
producing all these things if they cannot
be sold, and particularly if the commodities
cannot be sold at a profit?! We are only
impoverishing the community. If the whole
community is engaged in produeing ecom-
modities that are sold at a loss, the cow-
munity becomes more impoverished day Ly
day; so to-day the only thing we ean pro-
duce which the world wants is gold, of
whieh there is a decided scarcity. Western
Australia ean produce any amount of gold.
I do not know of any industary other than
mining in which men will embark their
lubour for the sake of o small rewaxd.
There is always the expectation of mueh
hetter results.

Hou. P. Collier: They never look for the
basic wage.

Hon. M. F. TROY: They are prepared
to work for montbs and months withou{ any
return in the hope of one day striking it
rich. There are any number of those men
still in Western Australia. The Minister
referred to the fact that the Wilura mine
will reach the produmetion stage at the be-
ginning of the year. That may mean a
very rapid increase in our gold output.
The Wiluna development is more important
to us than probably anything else, hecause
of the faet that there is erected on that mine
the latest possible mining equipment.

Hon. P. Collier: And it will treat ores
that we could never treat before.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The equipment is
the foremost in the world, There was a
time in this country when the Kalguorlie
fleld was the best equipped in the world,
but the Kalgoorlie people lost their oppor-
tunity. They hecame too well off. They
were producing great quantities of gold
vear after year, and while that gold was
being produced, while the mines weve pay-
ing, the directors considered that every-
thing in the garden was lovely.

Hon. P. Collier: Thex paid dividends and
did not give a thought to reserves.

Ton. M. F. TROY: And they did not
bring the plants up to date. Then when
the evil day fell upon them they found
they had made no provision for the future,
with the result that they had to appeal to
the Government. The Govermment, of which
Mr. Collier was Premier, appointed Bir.
Kingsley Thomas a Royal Commission to
investigate the position of the industrv. Mr.
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Thomas was one of the foremost mining
men in South Afriea. When the Collier
Government appealed to the South Afriean
Government for the services of a man to
inquire into the mining industry of Western
Australia, the Union Government of South
Afriea strongly recommended Mr. Kings-
ley Thomas. They said that Mr. Thomas
was the one man who could be recom-
mended and we were very fortunate in
securing his services. Although Mr. Thomas
was associated with the Chamber of Mines
of South Afrieca, he had no difficulty
in placing his finger on the weak
spot of Western Australian mining.
He declared that our mines had heen
allowed to go hack, that the industry had
been neglecied, and that the existing posi-
tion was due entirely to the maladministra-
tion of the Chamber of Mines of Western
Australia. Mr. Thomas’s report was most
seathing, and of course it raised the ire of
the mine managers in this State. The Cham-
ber of Mines 'had year affer year been
issuing manifestos to the people, laying the
blame for the position on the workers in
the industry. As a mnatter of fact, most of
what was wrong was due to the man who
was on top. Like other snch men they had
become affluent and consequently lazy and
indifferent—some of them, of course, not all.
There are some outstanding men in the
Chamber of Mines, men of great capacity,
but one man had never been down his mine
for eight years, so Mr. Thomas discovered.

The Minister for Mines: Did he have
TB.%

Hon. M. F. TROY: No, he did not. He
apparently did mnot take the risks. When
I was Minister for Mines it was alleged
I was hard on the Chamber of Mines,
because I did not allow them to wring sums
of money out of me. My view was that
the employers in the industry were not do-
ing sufficieut for themselves,

Houn. P. Collier: You embarrassed us up
there at the time.

Hou. M. F. TROY : Mr. Kingsley Thomas,
before going to London, told me that all
the money we might give these people was
of no valme, and that it would be thrown
away. He urged that they should be made
to stand up to their obligations, to improve
their own mining operations and their equip-
ment. He said they did not require half
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a dozen managers, halt a dozen different
statfs and so on, and that they should amal-
gamate their mines. He pointed out that
the Golden Mile carried half a dozen staffs,

a dozen sets of dlirvectors, and jhalf
a dozen managers. He said the whole
thing ought to be controlled by =a

few men having up-to-date knowledge of
mining operatious, and that this was the
only way to restore the mining industry ou
the Golden Mile. They bave had to come
to that since. To-day many of the mines
on the Golden Mile are amalgamated, and
are being brought up to date. Whateve
may have bheen said about the Chamber of
Mines iun IKalgoorlie in the past, that
body is more alert and efficient than
it has been in the past 20 years.,  That
is a fine tking for the industry. If I were
Minister for Mines, I might he agreeable
to helpiny the Chamber of Mines.

The Minister for Mines: I heard you say
that onee before from over there, and you
were warned by your Premier aubout it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: They had not mended
their ways. I had to resist them, and I
think I did so in the best interests of the
State. T did not resist them heeanse I had
anything against the Chamber. 1 resisted
them becuause I thought it my duty fo do
so, to see that they did their job properly,
and did not rely upon the State for aid to
whieh, in the ecircumstances, they were not
entitled. 1 am glad to know that the indus-
try at Kalgoorlie has been resuscitated, that
to-day it is more prosperous than it has been
for many vears. There is a hetter feeling
there of security and permanence. That has
largely bheen brought about by amalgama-
tions and by the added interest that has heen
taken in the industry by those in control of
mining affairs. [t would be a fine thing for
Western Australia if all gur mines were
eguipped in the way the Wiluna mine is,

The Minister for Mines: Theve is room for
a lot of shuilar plants,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. Many of the
mines would be working to-morrow if they
had the necessary equipment. The Youanmi
mine was closed down beeause the equipment
was obsolete and valeeless At the time the
company would have done something if the
Government of the day had assisted the
management. They only required to get an
overdraft guaranteed for £5,000 in order to
maintain a few hundred men and keep going.
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The Minister for Mines: Only until the
£5,000 had gone.

Hon, M., F. TROY : The Mitchell Govern-
ment at that time denied the mine any assist-
ance. I do not blame the Minister for that.
I have seen the file and know that the
present Minister for Mines strongly urged
Cabinct to make the necessary provision.
The assistance was refused, but he came at
it again. T say of the Minister that he did
his uimost to keep the mine open. The
Premier was, however, unsympathetic as he
always has been in matters concerning the
mining industry.

The Minister for Mines: I think he was
right on that oceasion. I saw the mine after-
wards. If T have ever seen pig-rooting,
which is called gold-mining, commend me to
the Youanmi.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister had ne
chance to see it later, becanse the mine was
closed down.

The Minister for Mines: I did go over it
afterwards,

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I am satisfied that
with proper equipment the mine would be
a good gold producer; in fact, I feel sure it
will be so again. I now wish to say a word
or two on the recent medical examination of
the men on the mines, This has perturbed
guite & number of men in the industry. A
larger number were turned down in ecom-
parison with the number examined that was
the case at the previous examination.
This was the work of one doetor.
I have nothing to say against him.
I believe he did his work to the
best of his ability and quite properly.
It is, however, a mistake to leave the ex-
aminations to one medical man. As pointed
out by the member for Hannans, mistakes
have been made in determining T.B. cases.
There have been numbers of instances where
men have been turned down and prohibited
from further employment in mines by the
lahoratory doetor, who was travelling the
couniry and making examinsations, whereas
several of these men went to Kalgoorlie, and
were admitted fo employment by the same
laboratory but by a different doctor. If the
gold bonus is ever obtained, a great many
men will be employed in the industry. We
do not want to have kept ont of the industry
men who are still well enough to be employed
in it. It is not possible in any community
to get men who are enlirely without physi-
cal blemish. BEvery man eannot be expected
to be like an athlete, in the pink of eondi-
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tion. It would be wise if the departmen
would revert to the old method of examina.
tion by a board, such as was done in the
early admintstration of the Miners' Dhthisis
Act. The results aeeruing therefrom were
much more satisfactory than under the
present system. No doubt the doctor in gues-

tion acted conscientiously, but he alsc
appears to have acted in error. Bul
at the same time he may mnot hawe

been in error; the other doctor may have
been wrong. Whatever is the case, it will be
an embarrassment to the industry if num-
bers of men are turned down because they
are not perfect spegimens of humanity. I
have one or two complaints to make with
regard to the present Administration, in the
hope that my remarks may prove a corree-
tive. The person upon whom we must de-
pend for the extension of the industry is
principally the prospector. He is the finest
type of man engaged in it. He is the man
who opened up the country in the early days.
He took all the risks and made the industry
possible. That sort of man ought to be en-
couraged, but the present Administration
have done nothing but diseourzge him.
When the Minister for Mines was in the
former regime, a prospecting vote was
arranged to give assistance to the
prospector. It was not given to all
men, but a npumber of them were
helped, and in that ‘way the indus-
try was assisted. Large numbers of
prospectors were enabled to make a living
and produced a fair amount of gold which
kept the State batteries going. They re-
quired assistance only occasionally. To my
great regret and disgust, I find that larg?
numbers of these men cannot now get either
sustenance or any sssistance. Ewvery time I
have ealled at the Mines Department, sinee
the House met, I have been told there is no
money. 1 hope the Minister will improva
that position. These men must get assist-
ance and they ought to get it. It is incom-
prehensible to e that a Ministry ecan main-
tain a large body of men at Blackboy, doing
nothing of any real value to the country,
and ean deny ordinary assistance to men in
the back couniry who are helping to carry
on the mining industry and without whosd
hetp the industry cannot be extended. If
the are discouraged, there will be little more
mining development in Western Australia.
It may be good policy to get a body of men
into Blackboy, who might prove a menace
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to the peace of the Minister if they werd
allowed to roam at large; but it is bad pol-
icy to deny the man in the back country,
who would not come to the c¢ity to look for
sustenance, any reasonable help when he is
able to do so mueh for the State. During
the past few weeks we have been discussing
legislalion having for its purpose the as-
sistance of wheat growers. There has been
no diffienlty about that. Parliament has
promised all sorts of legislation to help
them. It is a lop-sided Parliament if
all the public support is to be given to
one eclass of the ecommunity, who -can-
not help themselves, and that the men in
the back country who never come to the
eity and are never heard of execept through
their represenfatives in Parliament, are to
receive no support of any kind, and in effect
are to be penalised. I will not stand for
such a thing, Many of those in other in-
dustries who are already assisted as the
result of our legislation are men who have
done well in the last few years, whilst there
are others, of course, who have not sne-
ceeded. There are men who have been
assisted by sympathetic legislation who
have bheen able to take trips to Eng-
land. I know one man who complained
about what the country owed him, and of
the disabilities under which he was suffering,
but two years ago he was able to take a trip
to the Old Country.

The Attorney General: You do not sup-
pose we are proposing to give any finan-
cial assistance to them?

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I do imagine it.

The Attorney General: I de not know
where the money is coming from.

Hon. M. F. TROY : I do not know either.
I know that all the respurces of the coun-
try are placed at their disposal. I do not
objeet to any man being helped if he is in
diffienlties. He ought to be helped, and I
would support the idea of helping him. I
do, however, object to the Government plac-
ing all the resources of the State at the dis-
posal of one section and denying fair con-
sideration to another section. The party on
this side of the House never stood for that.
It never stood for the interests of one sec-
tion sgainst those of another. Go where
you will in the country you will see
evidence of where the Collier Government
gave a fair deal to every section of the
community. I ask the Minister for Mines
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to stand up for the men in the hack coun-
try, and give them support and help, and
he and I will then have nothing to guarrel
about. So long as he denies support to
those men, he will find me expressing my
protests all over the country. I will go so
far as to say that I will organise their
grievances, tecause il is necessary that some-
one should stand behind them. I am hope-
ful the Minister will not be unsympathetie,
because he has had a long association with
the goldficids. He has helped these men
in the past; indeed, he initiated the first
assistanee that was given to prospectors.
The Minister has a large inspection staff
on the ficlds. He has inspectors of mines
who are not overburdened with work and

who could aet as useful guides in
this matter. I feel sure we can
prevent anything being dome that is

nof in the interests of the State. Another
objection I have to rsise is in respect
of the carting subsidy. In the past the
Government gave the subsidy to prospectors
who were situated 25 miles or more from
a State battery, in order to enable them to
enrry out prospecting work on mines that
otherwise could not be operated. It was a
wise provision. Quite a number of State
batteries have been kept going because of
that subsidy. I think the Warriedar State
battery was kept going &s a gold producer
more from the proceeds of that subsidy than
from anything else. That battery is distant
25 miles from the Ninghan, Rothsay and
Field’s Find mining centres. That repre-
sents a large area of ecountry that has pro-
duced a lot of gold. I am sorry that the
subsidy has been cut down, because it is
not in the interests of the further develop-
ment of the mining industry of Western
Australia. I have heard it said that it had
been discovered that a number of prospeet-
ors had merely carted old dumps to the bat-
teries. That may have been done in a few!
instances. That sort of thing will happen,
but it does not condemn the prineiple, be-
canse thousands of tons of ore genuinely
mined have been earted to the batteries and
will eontinue to be carted in the days to
come. In these circumstances, it is neces-
sary that the prospector shall reecive every
assistance possible from the Government.
Then, again, there is the coneession regard-
ing the tonnage for free treatment. That
concession has been reduced, but T shall not
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quarrel with the Minister on that score. My
major objection relates to the assistance to
prospectors and the earting subsidy. There
have been a few pettifogging economies that
I do not think should have been effected. X
have spoken to the Minister regarding the
closing down of the offices of the mining
vegistrars at Menzies, Yalgoo and Sand-
stone, and the Minister has promised that
the mining population will receive the same
attention as in the past, even though the
mining registrars have been taken away. I
tell the Minister that the people in those
centres may be able to get their miners’
rights from the honorary registrars, but many
people in those outback centres require as-
sistance in filling up papers and securing
additional information that can be given
only by official registrars. The same thing
happens in connection with the Lands
Departinent and, as a matter of fact,
in the head office an officer iz kept
solely oceupied in writing out applica-
tions and doing other work on behalf of
applivants. The schoolmaster has been about
the land for a long time, but there are still
people ineapuble of making out ap-
plications, and who require the assistance
of public servants te comply with the neces-
sary formalities. If that is not provided,
many of the people 1 refer to wonld
not be affluent enough to travel 100
miles from Sandstome to Mt. Magnet, for
instanee, or to take similarly long journeys
from other points in order to transact de-
partmental business, = Hon. members wild
readily understand the difficulties under
which the people outhack labour in this re-
gpect. There are difficuities that I hope the
Minister will rectify, because I look upon
these pettifogging economies that save a few
pounds here and there as not worth while.
Unless we receive the gold bonus, which will
make the industry more prosperous, surely
there arc other ways of effeeting savings
apart from those that inflict hardships upon
men who live G600 or 700 miles away in the
back country. If the Minister were to earry
out an invesfigation, he might find oppor-
tunities of effecting economies in the head
office itsetf. He might find, particularly if
the industry does not progress, that there is
no necessity for several officers who are
drawing large salaries uunder existing eon-
ditions. T suggest to the Minister that he
should look around, if he desires to effect
savings, but I hape he will not effect his
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economies at the expense of the people liv-
ing in the outer areas.

The Attornev Generul: What about sav-
ing a hit on acconnt of the voluminous an-
nual report of the Mires Department?

Hon. M. F. TROY : I wonld not mind effect-
ing savings under that heading. If the Min-
ister will support me, I will be prepared to
move in that direction this evening. That is
all T desire to =ay on the Mines Estimates,
I shall be glad to work most cordially with
the MMinister, for I have no desire to em-
barrass him. All I want is a fair deal for
the people I have referred to because they
are the best type of men we have in the
country. They put up with all the disad-
vantages involved in living in the back coun-
try. Unfortunately, in periods of depres-
sion, the first thing any Government appear
to do is to attack the faeilities enjoyed by the
people outback.  Attacks are made upon
their railway and medical services, and in
many other directions. That is done because
the people are far from the seat of
Government: their protests cannot he
heard; they cannot give the Governm:nt
any trouble. If the DMinister daes a
fair thing Ly these men, I will do the fair
thing by bim, and will lelp him in the in-
terests of the mining industry.

[y, Angelo took the Chair.]

MR. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie) [9.7]:
1 wil! not occupy much of the time of the
Comnrittee in dealing with the Mines Esti-
mates. 1 am thankful for the assurance
of the Minister for Mines that the sum of
£45,000 will be continued as a rebate oo
account ot water snpplies to the mines at
Kalgoorlie. I was under the impression thut
the amount would be cut out. I remember
kavine read n report in the newspaper u
tew days ago, which indieated that certain
economies were {o he effeeted in cun zectiem
with the lian expenditore under ths Mines
Development Act. However, T am glad of
the Minister's assurance under thal heading.
There is one matter I desire to hring ander
the Minister’s notice. In years ~ene b it
has heen ihe practice of those in authority,
when denling with applications for assist-
ance to mprospectors, to consider only the
applieaticns of those who were known as
old prospectors. Quite recently an applica-
tion wasx mads- for prospecting assistance
by men who had not previously been eon-
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nected with the mining industry as pros-
puectors, although they had that connection
as mine workers. There were others with
an anplication in as well and, as a result
of thewr long association with prospecting,
theirs recvived first consideration and the
application of the younger men was not en-
tertained. To my mind that is altogether
wrong. There are men who engaged in
prospecting 30 years ago and have grown
old in that oceupation. I think the time
has arzives when the Minister should give
consi/lerafion to the younger men, irrespec-
tive of the faet that they have not had an
opportunity to undertake prospecting work
before. It will be remembhered that in years
gone by, at the inception of mining in this
State, mer came to Western Australia whe
had had ni previous experience in prospect-
ing but their work led in many instances to
the diseovery of mines. Many of them are
now oid men and have outlived their use-
fulness as prospectors. That is the point
1 want to bring under the notice of the Min-
ister and 1 want to urge him to give the
younger .oen an opportunity. I urge him
to give tlat opportunity to men who are
physieally fit to de that work and to put
up with the hardships ingepavable from
such activities.
Mr. H W. Mann: Would not those older
men Le good guides fo the young fellows?®
My, CUNNINGHAM: There is no royal
road leading to o gold mine, nor is any
gnide neeessary to find the gold that is
already in the country. The Minister should
give the younger men an opportunity to
engage in this work. We have heard quite
a lot recently with reference to the gold
bouns, So far as my experienee and know-
ledge of the industry leads me to under-
stand the .position, I am one of those in
this House who believes that the gold bonus
is ag dead as Julius Caesar. I have never
believed that we will ever get a gold bonus,
and I do not believe we shall get it to-day.
Mr. Marshall: We may get it to-morrow.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM : If we were to put
a proposition before the Commonwealth
Government, through our own State Gov-
ernment, for assistance to enable necessary
developmental work to be carried out on
& pound for pound basis, for aetnal ap-
proved work aceomplished to the satisfac-
tion of our own Minister for Mires, T be-
lieve we would be able to attract a good
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deal of money for the assistance of the
mining industry. In addition to that, 1 be-
lieve it would be possible, provided we pre-
sented our ease properly, to get money for
the purchase of up-to-date and efficient
plant to enable ore to be treated on modern
lines. [f we were to place such propositions
before the Federal Government, I think we
would meet with success.

Mr. Marshall: That would merely bol-
ster up old companies and not assist new
ones.

Mr. CONNINGHAM: Not at all: 1 am
inclined to think that the hon. member must

have been asleep for some lime! It is a
matter of assisting companies that are
operating to-day, but who have not the

money necessary to carry ouf essential de-
velopmental work. In addition to that, we
will give the leaseholders an opportunity to
take np leases anad develop them on the basis
of a pound for pound subsidy for actual
work approved and acecomplished, That should
attract money to enable us to do something
of resl assistance to wining. Although I
believe the gold bonus has gone—we will
never get it—if we present our case in the
proper way, we should be able to zet suffi-
cient money to enable operations to be ear-
ried on successfully along the lines T have
indicated. By that means companies and
leaseholders will get at least £2 worth of
work done for every £1 provided. In addi-
tion to that, we will force the participating
companies to prove their bona fides by put-
ting up their proportion of the necessary
money. That should induee people to come
to this State and should help the Common-
wealth Treasurer to agree to our request
for assistance. It would convince him that
we were out to do something for the fur-
ther development of gold mining in West-
ern Australia.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchisen) [9.15]:
I have no desire to east a silent vote on
these Estimates, and T must say I disagree
entirely with the theory of assistance io the
industry expounded by the member for
Kalgoorlie. It would simply bring money
into the Stafe for the erection of mew plant
and the developmient of long-established
mines, the sharebolders in which, had they
been well advised by their managers, would
have provided themselves with the nceessary
money years age. What would be the bene-
fit the hon. member’s suggestion for thd
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opening up of new flelds, for the purpose
of prospecting and initiating the discovery
of other goldfields? The scheme would be
of no use there, for the hon. meniher
himself emphasised that under the scheme
we should have £2 worth of work done for
the expenditure of £1. That connotes the
finding of £1 by somebody, and T do not
know any prospector who eould find a £1
with which to win £1 from the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Cunningham: The prospector’s Lib-
our is his eapital.

Mr., MARSBHALL: But in the cireum-
stances that would not help him much. I
am convinced we ‘are going to get the gold
bonus, but exactly how much it will be—

The Minister for Mines: And when—--

Mr. MARSHALL: And when, are mat-
ters that must be left for the time being.
1 really do believe that we shall get encour-
agement for the mining industry and that
it will be in the form of a bonus, and that
without waiting for the far distant foture.
Alleged economists say that a gold bonus
is an unsound proposition, although many
of them justify bounties upon such com-
modities as port wine, flax and sugar. In
99 out of 100 instances where assistance
is being granted at present, no market

ean he found for those commedities.
Mr. Parker Moloney, the Commonweulth
Minister for Markets, is now touring

England trying to find markets for the
commodities on which Federal bonuses are
being paid. So without posing ns an eeo-
nomist, I confess it appeals to me thai the
one commodity on which a bonus could jus-
tifiably be paid is gold. The industry and
its produet have been persecuted for years.
The price of gold cannot be increased, and
in faet we cannot alwavs get the world’s
parity for it. During the war it was de-
nied us. And in every other way the gold
mining industry has been saddled with
extra eosts, such as tariff duties, in ovder
to provide bounties for the manufacture
of commodities for which a market can-
not be found. Conversely, the world is
hungry for gold. I sincerely hope the Fed-
eral Government will shortly show them-
selves a little more favourable towards the
gold mining industry, and that in the near
future we shall have an entirely new aec-
tivity in gold iniming. At the very sug-
gestion of & depuiation proceeding East
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with a view to presenting the ease for a
gold honus, our Mines Department becomes
more active than it bas been for many
years. The Minister himself will agree
that the deparfment has made many in-
quiries into the condition of old mining
shows in the expectation of a gold bonus
being granted. 1 think the gold produe-
tion has increased recently, which is very
encouraging in a State where the decline
in the pgold yield has continuned for many
years. This renewed activity is prin-
cipally due to the fact that many people
are expecting from the Federal Govern-
ment more favourable consideration for the
industry. Personally I believe we shall get
the pold bonus. I am like the member for
Mount Magnet: while I want to agree with
the Minister, I am afraid occasions will
arise that will preclude any sueh agree-
ment. The Minister for Mines and I have
been continually wrangling for many years
past, expret of course during the term fol-
lowing upon his decision to do the State a
good turn by retirving from Parliament.
Now that he has eome back to us I am
forced to comment a little harshly upon a
practice, not only of the present Minister,
but alse of his predecessor, a practice
under which anvbody who ecan spin a
fairly good tale ean expeet concessions
from the Mines Department, econeessions
not always granted to others. It is well
known that certaiu persons can hold up
fairly large areas of gold mining tene-
ments. The time has arrived to enfer a
protest against any further granting of
concessions over fairly large aras to peo-
ple who stoutly protest their intention to
raise money for the development of those
areas. The Big Be]l lease, the Minister
must admit, was protected for quite a
period on the evidence submitted to him
that the gentleman concerned would raise
a large sum of money and devote it to the
development of the lease. That gentleman
proceeded to England, returning here last
March. T am informed by the Under See-
retary of Mines that the gentleman re-
ferred to cabled out to the department that
a diamond drill was on the way for the
purpose of boring on the lease, and that he
himself would return with the necessary
capital. I think that was {ke last the
Afines Department heard of him, notwith-
standing which the land is held up. And
there is an area of about seven square miles
reserved around the lease to which I am
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alluding: The veservation of that land
came very unexpectedly. It was due to
the faet that the drill on that lease re-
vealed that the lode was pitching farther
east than had been expected. The one
man employed on the drill was accused of
getting inside information. At all events
he was wise enough to take out a lease on
the cast side of the Big Bell proposition.
He got the lease, but the then Minister for
Mines, Mr. Munsie, agreed to make a re-
serve around his lease and all along the
side of the Big Bell mine, going three-
quarters of » mile away. I agree that the
department should at all times protect if-
self and protect those who are prepared fo
put money into a mining proposition, but
I doubt whelher they should hold up such
very large areas. I suggest to the Minis-
ter that he consider the releasing of that
reservation either in whole or in part.
Then if those concerned in the Big Bell
lease should require any further area, there
will be sufficient left for the purpose. I
could mention several other instances of
land being held for mining on the same
old story that the money is coming, al-
though it never seems to get here. I agree
that the Minister did win his argument
regarding Wiluna, but that is the oaly
case where, after a long period, the
money did actually arrive. Wiluna is the
shining star on the horizon of gold mining
in this State. I have travelled most of the
goldficlds of the world; I have been on the
Rand, I have been up in Rhodesia, I have
been in Central Ameriea, in the best part of
Asia;

The Minister for BMines: What on earth
did you eome here for?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yet T have never seen
so well equipped a pgold mine as that at
Wiluna. It is a lesson to all other com-
panies now operating in Western Australia.
Not only is there extreme efficiency in the
manner in which the lease at Wiluna is being
developed, but the management are more
than humane in their treatment of their em-
ployees. They are not treating their em-
ployees as other companies do, sending them
hither and thither among fhe leases and
locating them in veritable rubbish spots, but
they have picked out suitable localities for
their habitations and in addition have ere-
ated reerestion reserves. It is singular in
the history of gold mining in this State. [
hope that when the railway opens, the Kal-

goorlie managers one and all will visit Wil-
una, if only for their own edification, for
they can learn quite a lot in Wilana. I do
not say the Kalgoorlie managers are not up-
to-date, but certainly they are slothful and
sluggish. .

Mr, Munsie: Not all of them.

Mr. MARSHALL: With very few excep-
tions.

Hon. P. Collier: The man responsible for
the opening up of Wiluna is a Kalgoorlie
man.

Mr. MARSHALL: That gentleman might
be an up-to-date manager, hnt he has played
a very small part in the development of
Wiluna. He bas paid periodieal visits to the
place.

Hon. P. Collier: Did not he design the
plant?

Mr. MARSHALL: No, the man who de-
signed it is now there, Mr. Harris. Mr.
Vail might have played a more or less im-
portant part. I join with the member for
Mt. Magnet (Hon. M. ¥. Troy) in regretting
the delay in dealing with applications by
prospectors for sustenance. I know the diffi-
culties that have arisen and thaet money is
not as easy to secure as in the past, but one
has to admit that if any section of the com-
munity deserves favourable consideration
over what might be given to any other sec-
tion, it is the prospectors. I do not neeces-
sarily inelude all of them; unfortunately,
some of them do not do as well as others.
Generally speaking, however, they are pre-
pared o go out and sacrifice all the comforts
of civilisation and toil in isolated spots,
many of them alone. When men are willing
to make such saerifices, the Minister is not
exceeding his duty if he grants them nof only
consideration but preference. It is pathetic
to see sueh men, after rendering years of
service to the State, quite down on their
luck and unable to afford the money to &ll
a prospecior’s outfit, It is very little good
talking ahout the gold honus or bholstering
up the industry if we do not give first con-
sideration to the men who initiated it. Every
ounee of gold taken from a mine leaves it
that much the poorer, Our first mission
should be 40 ensure that the prospectors are
well cared for and that their applications are
promptly and favoursbly considered. I hope
the Minister will do his best to give immed-
iate consideration to the applications that
have been lodged. When I spoke to one of
his officers, T was given to understand thaf



1250

an excessive number of applications awaited
consideration. The Minister should get busy
‘and deal with those applications expeditiously.
The Minisier showed discretion in handling
the pathetic side of gold mining. If hae
continuet along the lines indieated, he will
atford an opportunily to overcome ihe
ghastly aspect of mining. 1 hope that ihe
increase in the number of men suffering
from tuberculosis, due to their employment
in the industry, will prove to be only tem-
porary. The Minister’s predecessor in of-
fice gave us some astonishing figures, and
representatives of gold mining econstitu-
encies certainly expected the figures to re-
veal a decrease this vear. As the years go
by, we hope that the mines will be cleaned
up as regards the men suffering from tuber-
culosis. At the same lime, I admit that we
shall never get the disease entirely elimin-
ated, but we do not expeet the number of
affected miners fo increase, and that has
been the expcerience in the last few vears.

Mr, Vunsie: This vear shows an increase
over last year's, and last year's showed an
increase over the year before.

Mr. MARSHALL: It there was an in-
crease in the second year, a decrease in the
third vear, and an inercase in the fourth
vear, it might be thought that the figures
had been faked., 1 do not suggest that that
is the position. If the industry is going
to cost s¢ many lives, more drastic steps
will have to be taken, because the country
should not ask any section of the commun-
ity to suffer the pain that comes to the
home of a miner when the husband and
father i= slowly dying from disease con-
tracted during his employment. I hope that
future examinations will reveal a decline in
the nunber of sufferers. I congratulate the
Minister upon his return to office. He seems
to have bheen particularly fortunate. He
was a Minister when he left the public life
of this State and, by a miracle or an acei-
dent, he was returned to publie life and
seeured Ministerial oflice as well. That
might be due to the good judgment or other-
wise of the electors of Maylands. Any-
how, T offer him my congratulations, for I
would prefer him to nny other member of
the Cabinet as Minister for Mines. I do
not wish to flatter him, becnuse he makes
me feel most uncomfortable whenever he
is tripping through my electorate. I ask
him to assist the prospectors and see that
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the holding up of gold mining leases for
indefinite periods on little tales spun to him
ceases. If one individual will not work
them, another will do so, I wish to thamk
the officers of the department, whom I have
always found courteous and obliging. It
is a department to which I never hesitate
to go when I have eause, as the oflicials are
always kind and considerate. Every offi-
cer seems to know his work thoroughly and
to do it efficiently.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan} [9.39]: There is
not much gold mining earried out in the hills
districts, but there is a phase of life some-
what associated with gold mining on which
[ wish to speak. I was in Kalgoorle a few
weeks ago and had an opportunity to inspect
a poultry run carried on by a miner suffer-
ing from tuberenlosis, a man who had been
compensated under the Act. I was impressed
with the bopeful outlook of the mpan. A
friend informed me that since the man had
engaged in poultry farming, his health had
improved greatly. [t was suggested that in-
stead of the Government making weekly pay- -
ments to men who had been removed from
the mines, an advance should be made snffi-
cient to enable those who so desired to en-
gage in the poultry industry. It would be
a practicable, useful and economical pro-
position., I dare say the Minister has eon-
sidlered this matter. If he has done so, I
should like to hear his views, and if not I
hope he will give it consideration. I was
impressed with the bright outlock of the man
and his family, and I hope thai considera-
tion along the lines I have suggested will be
given to the question of assisting men whe
have to leave the mining industry.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—>Maylands—in reply) [9.41]: Out
of courtesy to the members who bave ad-
dressed themselves to these Estimates, T must
reply to some of the points raised. [ realise
that members sitting in Opposition are con-
cerned about the policy of the Government.
I wish to assute them that in the main mat-
ters of poliey affecting the mining industry
do not change to any extent with a change
of Government. We maxy hold different
opinions on some matters of detail, but on
watters of general poliey there is not much
in the way of a change. In reply to the
member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie), let me
say that while T agree with him to some ex-
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tent regarding the recent examinations, I am
not so certain that the reasons are as he
stated them. I am satistied in my own mind
that if we continue as we have been proceed-
ing in recent vears, we shall never elean up
the mines. 1f men are permitted to remain
in the mines after they have become silicotie,
it will not be long before they become tuber-
culons eases. 1 wish members o realise that
an affected man may beeome tuberculous
even if he does not rewmain in a mine. He
may contrnet the disease from another
anmongst the ordinary popuilation. We know
that can happen. That is the reason why it
15 desirable, when men become prone to at-
tack by tubereulosis and to develop it
Tapidly, that they should be placed in an
industry which will take them away from
large centres of population to the farming
distriets or to engage in industries such as
that mentioned by the member for Swan in
the hills distriets. Tf they do not completely
recover, they have a chanee of maintaining
their henlth for manyv vears. On the other
hand, if thev live in populons centres, they
liable to be attacked by

are almost as
the germ of tuberculesis as if they
bhad continned fo work in the mines.

If we permit them to remain as long as we
have done, we shall be continuing the wrong
system. I therefore hope, after consnlting
with members who arg interested in this
matter, to effect a remedy.

Mr. Marshall: Something should be dome
to stop the numbers from increasing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
number should be reduced. As was the case
in South Africa, I hope to clean up the
position in time. The member for Hannans
referred to the faet that we have not imme-
diately prohibited men from being employed
in the industry, on receiving an intimation
that they are suffering from T.B. A man
may contract T.B. within a month of his
examination, and continue working in the
mine for 11 months before he is again exam-
ined. After all, if he remains for an-
‘other fortnight, and we can send the doc-
tor who is appointed for the purpose into
the district to see him, and decide what
course should be adopted, that is not likely
to be a serious matter. It would be bet-
ter, of course, if we eonld give him notice
at once fo cease work in the mines, but we
want to he reasonable to him as well as
to the general ‘taxpayers. No greaf
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hardship will acerme by asking him
to wait a fortnight or so for the doetor to
see him and decide what should be done. The
doctor does not order these men back to
the mine if they are reported to be suffer-
ing from T.B. He may arrange fo con-
tirve the employwment of these men on the
game mines but he first of all satisfes him-
gelf that the place in which it is proposed
to work them is isolated from the other men
on the mine, and that the occupation is a
healthy one from their standpoint. TUnless
he ean ensure that this is done, the men are
taken out of the mine altogether. Some
rather serious anomalies are created as a
result of the wording of the Aect. I have
not been able to discover that there is any-
thing more healthy by way of oceupation
than prospecting. It should be quite healthy
for a man to dig trenches across a lease
in the endeavour to discover gold. In some
eases, however, we have had to prohibit men
from doing that work. One man was work-
ing on the Patricia field. He took up a
lease and was able to dispose of the option.
The purchaser was prepared to employ him
to put in a ecosteen across the lease. No
onc else was working on the lease or any-
where near it. We diseovered, however, that
83 he was a prohibited man he could not
be employed on what was virtually bhis own
lease although he had sold the option. He,
therefore, had to remain idle while the othet
people decided whether they should exercise
the option or not. I am sure members op-
posite will agree that is highly absurd. We
should net go to extremes in such cases be-
canse it does ne good for anyone to do se.
Generally speaking prospecting is a healthy
occupation for a man who is only very
elightly affected with miner’s disease.

Mr. Munsie: There are 48 at it now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
they are working their own shows. When
they sell the option they eannot eontinue
to work on the leazes. They become em-
ployees in the mining industry, and there-
fore have to be prohibited from working.
When my predecessor in office, the member
for Hannans, drew my attention to the
number of men who had been reported on
the recent re-examination, I asked for in-
formation on the point. T received a lengthy
report, two paragraphs of which T will read.
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They are from the Chairman of the Miners’
Phthisis Board, who said—

With regard to the 107 cases of silicosis,
plus  raberculosis, und tuberculosis only re-
prorted, as comparcd with 4% last yvear, the
Chief Quarusatine Ofticer (feneral also ex-
plained that the number of these vases would
tluctuate from time to time as advanced gili-
votic caves are prone to develop tuberculosis
if they come inte contact with a person
sutiering trom T.B. and he further mentioned
that a good deal also depended upon the doe-
tor examining the men.  He stuted, for in-
rtznee, that at the first examination a man
working in a mine might be found te have n
mill spot of T.B. on his lungs, but was no
wnger to zny person und in every other
~espeet strong and healthy and fit to continue
at work. The doctor, knowing that the man
would be re-examined in 12 wmonths woula
therefore permit him to continue at work,
At the second examination it might be found
that the spot had inercased slightly, but that
in every other respect the man was in the
same condition ay at the first examination,
and the doctor might allow him to continue
in work for another year. At the third ex.
amination, however, it might be found that
the apot had further increased in size, and
thet the disease had become definitely active,
and the doctor would then report the man as
ruifering from tuberculesis, or silicosis plus
tuberculosiz, as the case might be, whereas
another doetor might have reported him at
the first sign of activity of the discase in the
second examination.

That is what has really happened. Quite a
number of people are not conscious of the
fact that they have a small spot on the lungs.
It may never become active. One doctor
immediately discovers it hy means of the
X-ray. If be finds the slightest movement
at the next examination, on the grounds of
safety lie reports the case as T.B. Another
doctor might, on the second examina-
tion, say there is not much sign of activity,
aml that as the man will be seen 12 months
later he thinks he ean pass him in. We
have to deal with the matter in a different
way. We must get out of the mines the man
who reaches an advanced stage of silicosis.
We cannot permit him to continue in his
own interests, and 1 hope to find a method of
overcoming the difficulty. The member for
Mt. Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy) made refer-
enve to prospecting and carting subsidies.
1 admit that in normal ecircumstances we
vould probably afford to be pretty liberal
in these matters, but under existing condi-
tions we cannaot be as liberal as we wonldl
like to be. Carting subsidies are helpful to
the prospector, and to an extent to the de-
partment, that controls State batteries. By
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providing earting subsidies we reduce the
capital eost through not having to provide
State batteries in every small goldfields cen-
fre. I am afraid, however, that unfair ad-
vantage bas been taken of the snbsidy in
some cases. 1 helieve there are instances
where men have carted old dwmps, not for
the purpose of getting the gold return so
much as for the purpose of being paid to
do the earting. It was a good proposition
tor them, and the amount of subsidy allowed
made it worth while. The subsidy is in-
tended to be a part payment for the service
done. If the whole amount is paid it he-
comes a grant. If a man thinks his proposi-
tion is worth while, he shonld pay something
towards the cost of taking the ore from the
point of production to the point of treat-
ment. I have therefore amended the regu-
lation, which I think is still fairly liberal.
The regulation now reads—

A subsidy will be paid on ore carted to
State batteries for treatment outside a radius
of five miles {rom such batterics. The total
umount of tubsidy shall wot cxeeced 16z Sd.

per ton and the rate shall not exceed Sd. per
ton per mile,

That is a subsidy apart from the cost. 1
admit it is not the full cost.

Ore carted over five miles to a siding and
iuen railed to a State battery, a subsidy not
cxeealing Sd. per ton per mile for the dis-
tanee over 0 miles to w siding, plus the railage
to the State battery, up to a maximum of
lgs. 8d. per ton.

Ore carted five miles or less than five miles
to a siding, and thence railed to a State bat-
tery, the total cost of eartage and railage,
provided both charges are congidered reason-
able hy the department, less 7s. id, per ton,

Payment of subsidies shall be restricted to
ore which has been mincd and raised by
present holders of mining tenements; filling
from old stopes shall not qualify for subsidies.

If in the opinion of the Minister for Mines
circumstances justify such action, the rate of
subsidy may be reduced below 8d. per tom
per mile. Tn exceptional cases the Minister
for Mines may increase the rate of subsidy
above 8d. per ton per mile.

We have fixed 84. per ton per mile to be
accepted as the rule. That will apply with-
out further reference.

Hon. AL I, Troy: You have made 8 re-
duction of one-third.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. 1
consider that the previous subzidy, whilst
justified under the eonditions that prevailed
until recently, eannot bhe justified to-day. Tt
was not a subsidy, but a grant sufficient to
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cover the cost of ecartage. Quite 2 number
of men were operating trucks in order to
earn the subsidy, and men were heing in-
dnced to eart old dumps merely to get the
subsidy.

Hon. M. . Trov:
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Only one
day last week a case was brought under my
notice, when I was asked to prosecute, hut
I declined to do so.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You should prozecute.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. The
man only did what scores of others have
done, namely, took advantage of the liberal
provisions which my predecessor had pro-
vided at a 4ime when it was probably quite
right to give them. To-day it is not pos-
sible to afford these facilities. This is a
fair and reasonable subsidy to grant

Hon. M. F. Troy: Why embarrass all
prospectors because of the actions of a few?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I asked
recently what this subsidy amounted to. I
received a complete report from the In-
spector of State Batteries, who gave a re-
turn showing all the crushings at the bat-
teries, the number of tons subsidised, the
amount of the subsidy, the subsidy per tonm,
and the percentage of subsidised ore. He
wound up by saying—

Give an instance of

We have not segregated the actual returns
from subsidised ore, but taking the gold won
for the year ended 30th Decsmber, 1929,
namely, €86,336, anil apportioning it in arcord-
anee with the tonnage subsidised, we find
that such tonusge produced £48,000, equal to
approximately 11.300 fine ous. The 26,952
subsidy was paid cqual to a bonus of 12s. 3d.
on cach fine oz. recovered.

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: But it helped the in-
dustry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Federal Government are talking about a
honus of £1 an ounce, but here is a cartage
subsidy alone amounting to 12s. 3d. per ton.

Hon. M. F. Troy: A paltry £6,000 a year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
there is another side fo the question. Whilst
being fair and reasonable to prospectors in
remote parts of the State, to men who have
to cart and rail great distances, I must con-
sider the conditions now prevailing. I must
find sufficient money to do these things. It
will be hard enough without doing so0 on the
basis that previously existed. I have already
stated that those provisions have been taken

advantage of, not for the purpose of pro-
ducing gold so much as produecing eartaga
and earning the snbsidy.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Not at all. Men will
not take on cartage that lasts only for a few
days. Look at Warriedar,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: War-
riedar has had a good cut out of the sub-
sidy. In that centre the amount of subsidy
paid was £1,160 on 1,310 tons. I know the
hon. member is anxious about the matter,
but so are we all. If we could find the
money, I should raise no objection to the
payment of subsidies. T cannof, however,
jostify the subsidies on cartage alone, to-
gether with all the rest of our losses. The
cost of operating our State batteries, inclund-
ing cartage and railage subsidies, amounts,
I well believe, to £1 per ounce for every
ounce of gold produeced. No one has any-
thing to growl about over that.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You must consider all
the batteries in the State, and the men you
keep out in the bush. They are better there
than in the eity.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
complaining of the hon. member’s attitnde.
There is, however, a point beyond which we
cannot go. The regulation, which has re-
cently been gazetted, goes as far as | ean
expect the Treasurer to meet the position. T
hope, however, things may brighten up a
little Jater on. As I said on the Address-in-
reply, I know I shall get what my prede-
cessor gol when he anncunced that a good
deal of the expenditnre under the Mining
Vote would have to cease. He said that a
good many of the prospecting and susten-
ance allowances would be affected.

Hon. M. F. Troy: He got the money all
the same,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He was
severely criticised for his statement. But he
got money from a source from which T ean-
not get it—the Disabilities Grant. Tt is all
very well for the member for Mt. Magnet to
adopt his present atfitude: but the member
for Hannans, after having made the very
definite announcement I have nquoted, was
only enabled by the assistance of the Trea-
strer from the Disabilities Grant to continue
asgistanee for a further period. The Dis-
abilities Grant has ceased. I must find the
money from another source. 1 want the
member for Mt. Magnet to be fair in regard
to realising——
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Hon. M. F. Troy: Do you realise that the
farmers of this country:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall
not argue the subject from the point of view
of what some other industry has received.
The hon. member can adopt that attitude it
he likes. All the story has not been told as
to the amount of assistance rendered by
previous Governments and the present Gov-
ernment to the mining industry. In the
cirenmstances I ask the hon. member to be
reasonable and aceept my assurance that as
soon a5 the Treasurer tells me funds will be
as easy to obtain as previously, I shall be
no less generous in this matter than my pre-
decessors have been. Ii is all a question of
funds. 1 am grateful to hon. members for
their acceptanee of the Mines Estimates.

Hon. M. F. Troy: What about assistance
te prospectors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Until the
Treasurer can find funds, I do not know how
far we can go in that matter.

Hon. M. F. Troy: What is the Treasurer
doing about it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 have
seen the Treasurer often enough. The hon.
member ean see him. The hon. member has
heen a Minister of the Crown, and therefore
knows that it is the easiest thing in ihe world
to spend money if i can be found. When in
Opposition the hon. member said that if he
were Minister for Mines he would do such
and suech things.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I did them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. He
suid he would put up a battery in every
place where gold was found.

Hon. M. F. Troy: [ did it, too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member was told by the then Leader of the
Opposition, “Do not commit us too far; we
may get there.” Itis all in “Hansard.” The
first request the hon. member, as Minister
for Mines, got for a State battery was from
Yalgoo. As a private member he had said
that if there was one place in the State which
should have a State battery, it was Yalgoo.
But when he was Minister for Mines he
turmed down the applieation with a thud.

Hon. M. F. Troy: No. In order to prove
Yalgoo's claim to a State battery

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member had already proved Yalgoo's elaim
to a State battery, before he was Minister
for Mines. He had said definitely that Yal-
roo warranted a State battery. It is all very

[ASSEMBLY.)

well for him to adopt his present attitude
when he is not responsible for finding the
funds. The position is different lo-day. I
have to accept what funds are available to
me. I acknowledge that the mining industry
and the men engaged in it are enlitied to
the best we can do for them, but T cannot
2o beyond what funds the Treasurer ean
find. My inmunediate predecessor bad diffi-
ealty in finding funds.

Hoan. P. Collier: Just as 1 had difficulty.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. It
was due largely to the generosity of the late
Treasurer that the late Minister for Mines
was able to do as well as he did. T shall be
delighted if on the 30th June next I ean tell
the House that the Treasurer has found me
all the money 1 am asking the Chamber to
agree to now. I will see that my end of the
stick is kept up in that respeet; if the other
departments get their funds, I will get mine.
If they do not, I have no definite assurance
to give. I cannot do what is impossible.
Money is not available now as it was previ-
ously, and we have to do our hest with the
tools available.

Hon. M. F. Troy: We want something,
anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: You will
ret it.

Hon. M. F. Troy: We have nothing.

Item, State Mining Engineer and Chief
Inspeetor of Mines, £960:

Hon. M. F. TROY: This salary shows
an increase of £60. The Mines Department
not bheing very active, what is the reason
for the increase? This is the gentleman
who controls the expenditure of the Min-
ing Development Vote, subject te the Min-
ister. T admit that the offiee is highly im-
portant and that the officer is entitled to a
eorresponding remuneration. In reply to the
Minister’s remarks as to my having pro-
mised batteries, I wish to say that in re-
sponse to a request from my own elector-
ate for a battery at Yalgoo, T said that the
Yalgoo people would get a battery if they
provided the ore. I agreed to rail free from
Yalgoo to the Cue battery 1,000 tons of ore
to prove the resulis. Here the Minister tells
us he cannot get a penny from the Treasurer
to assist prospecting. The previous Gov-
ernment found money for that purpose. The
present Minister says that I gave the pros-
pectors nothing.
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The Mipister for Mines: I did not say
that,

Hon. M. F. TROY: I gave the men in
the back country the greatest opportunity
they have had since Mr. Gregory sent out
prospectors. If the Minister has not a
penny, why is there an incresse in this sal-
ary?

Hon, P. Collier: That will be a grade
rise, owing to reeclassification.

Hon. M. . TROY: When Minister for
Mines I abolished the position of Chief In-
spector of Machinery, which in my opinion
is an entirely separate office and should not
he provided for in this department. I made
Mr. Howe, State Battery Superintendent
and Chief Inspector of Machinery. At that
time Mr. Matthews, I understand, was
spending the whole of his time in the office,
doing no work outside. I effected a con-
siderable saving there. Now, I understand,
the Deputy Chief Inspector of Machinery
i3 spending all his time in the office. If
the Minister effects savings in the Mines
Department by eutting out assistance to
prospectors and faeilities in the back coun-
try, why does he not eeonomise in his own
office? I was able to do it I was ablé
to make eflective economies. If the depart-
ment have no activities and no money, why
this expenditure af head office? What are
the head office staff doing? T daresay this
increase is a grade increase and the officer
a very good officer; but still I contend that
instead of people in the back country being
penalised, we should have some economy in
the head office.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member will know that the in-
¢rease in the salary of the State Mining
Engineer is quite out of my control as it
is an automatic inerease to whieh le is en-
titled under the classification. That iz the
only reason why the increase is shown. I
do not say there is no money available for
any purpose. The Loan Estimates show that
. £31,000 is provided for the development of
goldfields and mineral resources and there
is an additional £45,000 under the Sale of
Government Property Trust Aecouni, which
provides £76,000 as against £91,000 lest
year. I do not know whether the hon. mem-
ber snggests that because we shall not have
quite so much money available as formerly,
we should undertake drastic retrenchmeunt.
If we secure the gold bonus abont which
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the member for Murchison is sa confident,
the Mines Department will be asked to
undertake most of the work in conneetion
with applications for the bonus. T do not
desire to understaff the department. In
my opinion, there is no other Government
department that is run more economizaily
that the Mines Department, the officers of
which have to earry pgreat responsibility.
T will not be a party to any foolish rednz-
tion in the staff. I know the hon. member
did a service to the country when he ve-
dnced the staff some years ago, but the
explanation of that was to be found in the
way branches of the department were scat-
tered all over the place, due to the lack of
housing accommodation. It is my inten-
tion to spread the money availahble as in
the past, in rendering assistance to the in-
dustry in the best possible way.

Item, Tnspectors of Mines, £3,288:

Mr. MUNSIE: Will the Minister give us
some information as to the initentions of
the Government regarding workmen’s in-
spectors? Previously four were employed,
but one was found to be suffering from
tuberculosis and had to he withdrawn from
the industry. I have been informed that
it is not the intention of the Government
to eall for applications with a view to £11-
ing the vacancy, and that it is intended fo
reduce the number of workmen’s irnspesctors
employed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
in a position to say what will he done re-
garding workmen'’s inspectors. At present
there is no intention of filling the vaeaney
caused by the removal of the oflicer to whom
the hon. member referred. I view the work
of these inspectors largely as that of check
inspeetors. They have neither the know-
ledge nor the training the departmentsl in-
spectors have and cannot be expected to
do their work or carry similar responsi-
bility. We should have workmen’s inspee-
tors to protect the interests of the men
from certain standpoints only. I have no
intention of redueing the number of work-
men’s inspectors unless the finaneial posi-
fion becomes such that we shall have to
carry on with perhaps two instead of three.
f can tell hon. members that T have dis-
pensed with the services of all the work-
men's inspeetors in the timber industry be-
cause there is nothing for them to do owing
to the condition of that industry.
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Mr. Marshall: What was the explana-
tion for the alteration in the duration of
the appointments?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
was to enable us to consider whether we
should continue employing the present num-
ber or not. There is no intention &t present
of altering the number of workmen’s iu-
spectors, but should a vacaney oecur then
we might have to reconsider the posilion.

Tiem, Deputy Chief Inspector of Machin-
ery, £600:

Hon. M. F. TROY: Will the Minister
tell us what are the duties of this particn-
layr officer? The inspection of machinery
branch has a small staff. I had a lot to
do with this branch and I found imposi-
tions. T found there was a Chief Inspector
of Machinery, but another man in the office
was doing the work. I found a lot of win-
dow dressing that tended to magmify the
importance of the office, and the cost was
a charge on the general community.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Chief Inspector of Machinery is also the
State Mining FEngineer and the Chief
Inspector of Mines. The Deputy Chief
Tospector of Machinery is the only
man who is filling an office position in charge
ol the distriet inspectors who formerly num-
hered eight, but now numnber six. The offi-
cer’s work cannot possibly be undertaken by
the State Fngineer, who has to earry the
rezponsibility but naturally reguires assist-
ance.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The State Mining
Engineer has an assistant who is receiving
£801. The department is not nctive,

The Minister for Mines: Which depart-
ment ?

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Mines Depart-
ment. [ administered it and I know all
about it. At one time the department was
most aetive, but unfortunately it is not ac-
tive now. The State Mining Fngineer has
an assistant and then, as head of the ma-
chinery branch, he has a deputy chief in-
spector of machinery. 1 am interested in
this dvpartment, for it has been consistently
built wp in many respeets. I earried out
eertain re-organisation, but since the depart-
ment was re-organised

Hon. I". Collier: It has re-organized it-
self back to where it was.

The Mimster for Mines: And T wonld
hate o interfere with your work.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. M. F, TROY: When I left the de-
partment there was mno assistant for the
Chief Inspector of Machinery.

Hon. P. Collier: Now vou are crilicising
your vwn re-organisation,

Hon. M. F. TROY : No, but there was no
deputy chief inspector of machinery. That
post was wiped out and two other positions
were amalgamated. It is not necessary now
to have a deputy chief inspector of machin-
ery. And T believe there is also a senior
inspector of machinery. There is no neces-
sity for an officer to sit down in an office
doing largely clerieal work and styling him-
self Deputy Chief Inspector of Machinery.
He should be able to find nore suitable
work out in the field. The Minister might
well etfect a saving there.

Ttem—Inspector of Mines, special ser-

vices, £24:

Mr. MUNSIE: I should like the Min-
ister to tell us who is now making inquiries
and securing the information necessary to
the Miners’ Phthisis Board. This work was
previously done by the workmen’s inspec-
tor, Mr. Darcey.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 asked
the ehuwirman of the Miners’ Phthisis Board
how they proposed to carry on with the
lesser number of members, and he said there
wounld be no diffieulty whatever. He re-
peated that to me quite vecently. The
work is not nearly so great now as it wus
in the early stages.

Mr. MUNSIE: Is Mr. Phoenix doing the
work ?

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have no ohjection to
that. Mr. Phoenix, the chief of the district
inspectors, is recognised as the ventilation
expert. Until quite recently none but My
Phoenix and the workmen’s inspector, Mr.
Darcey, made any test of temperatures. M.
Phoenix is exceptionally well qualified for
the purpos-. bat if he is doing also the work
for the Miners' Phthisis Board, 1 think he
is being asked to do too much. Whenever
the examinutions are being held and the doe-
tor is away from Kalgoorlie, Mr. Phoenix,
because of his knowledge of the work, has
to carry extra responsibility.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 8¢ far
as I can obtain the information, Mr. Phoenix
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finds no Aifficulty in doing this work for
the board.

Yote put and passed.

Vote—Couneil of Industrial Development,
£1,175—agreed to.
Vote—Siate Labour Bureau, £3,421:

Mr. H. W. MANN: I should like to know
from the Minister what steps he intends to
take tor the re-organisation of the bureau,
which is rcally useless as it is to-day.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRY: I
have lots of intentions but 1 ecannot an-
nounce them yet, beeause if 1 start re-or-
ganising this department I do not know
quite wherc it will end. But certainly I
have intentions.

Vote pw and passed.
Vole—DMinister for Police £354,842:

Progres: reported.

House adjourned at 10.29 p.m.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT tfook the
Chair at 4.30, and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read mnotifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1. High School Act Amendment.
2. Supply (No. 2), £670,000.
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QUESTION—MINING PEBRMITS.

Hon. E. H, HARRIS asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: 1, Under
Section 31, Subsection 4, of the Mines Regu-
lation Act, 1908, how many permits have
been issued since the lst January, 1930—(a}
originals, (b} renewals? 2, How many such
permits, or renewal of permits, have been
refused? 3, What permits have been issuned
under this section since the 12th July, 1930¢
4, What are the names of the persons to
whom, and the names of the mines on which
(a) permits have been isaued, (b) renewal
of permits has been refused? 5, What were

the reasons for such refusals? 6, Have any

complaints been lodged regarding the safety
of the mining hoists? 7, Have any sugges-
tions been made as to the desirability of
amending the Act, and/or do the Mines De-
partment ceontemplate amending the Aect?
8, How many permits are in foree?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, {a) ten;
{b) one. 2, Three. 3, Five. 4, {(a)—
Permits issued sinee 1-1-1930, date expired or

to expire, and mine.

J. AL Smith, 13-9-30—1lorseshoe Mine, Boul-
der.

Zouthcombe, W, A,
South, Fimiston,

18:8-.830—Tmke  View

Gunn,  Richard  Trail, 27-9-30—Eaterprise
G.)., Boulder.

Gunn, Richard John, E£7-9-30—Enterprise
AL, Boulder,

MeKay, John Howat, 3-11-30—Glencairn Ex-

tended, Greenbushes.

De  Paoli, Giacomo, 5-11-30——Great Vietoria
Mine, Burbidge.

Douwglas, Keith Dunbar, 13-2-31—Lake View
Lease, Fimiston,

Gaynor, WWilliam,
G.M,, Fimiston.

Smith, James Albert, 16-3-31—Lake View and
Star (Horseshoe), Vimiston.

Edwards, George, 3-4-31—Claim 932, Green-
bushes.

Roscwarne, Albert Edward,
View G.M., Fimiston.

(b)—

21.2.31—Grent  Boulder

10-4-31—Lake

Permits refused,

CGunn. Riehard Trail, 1-10-30—Enterprise G.M.,
Boulder.

Gunn, Richard John, 1-10-30—Enterprise G.M.,
Boulder

Greenhill, Thomas William, 1.10.30—Entes-
prise G.M., Boulder.

5, It is considered that permits should be
granted only for a limited depth. The
Enterprise shaft is down 400 feet, and in



